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| Page I 

(4 the true Notion of Humane Life. 

_ CHAP. I. 

life a great Bleſſing un it {4 proves 4 great 
vil to ſome. \ And why? Happineſs per- 
. fef oply in Heaven. __ 
Life, what in s Natural Senſe, what in 4 
Moral > Life, Perfe@ion and Enjoyment, 
mſeparably united. More: particularly, Life 
confifts not in Sloth, Senfuatity,” Worlds 
' lineſs, Deviliſhneſs ; but in the Regulation 
: A our Adtions according ta right Rea- 


IO 


Wil,  GWHHA Pe HM: 1-1 
liferences drawn from. the former Chapter. 
Firſt, To caltivace our Reaſon. The wfe 
"of which is more particularly infifted on 
| Bs with reſpel# f0. three things :: that is, The 

 knplojing onr Faculties, the begring Evil, 
_ 4 and 


Ks = 


The Contents. 


and enjoying Good... Secondly, To 
nounce every thing that oppoſes it, as Fay. 
cy, Paſſion, Example, Cuſtom. Thigd. 
ly, That *tis poſſible to be happy in every 
State. Fourthly, That a long Life 5; 
great Bleſſing, conſidered either in it ſoff 
or with reſpe@ to the Life to come, 7 


POS. SECT. IL & 
Of the different kinds of Life. WT: 
CHAP. I. 


The Conveniences and the Tnconveniences of 
* - the. Aﬀtive and Contemplative Life, The 
'- Adive morenectſſary. The ſeveral Ground; 
on which Men determine their Choice, that 
z, Intereſt, Providence, Inclination, &: 
& oo oy 


Of the Civil" Tife, or the Active Lifrf « 
NN LOS © wo 


Sect. r:*'Zhe Gentleman's Obligations tn 
'  Aﬀive Life, from the conſideration of whi 
he owes to God, to his Country, to himſelf, 
The 4dive Life not injurious to'the On- 

- *rleman's Pre-eminence; © Liberty, Pleaſure, 
* Sect. 2, The regulation of the Civil Fift 

© 1. E.: the: Knowledge and Vertues \nerar 


--: fo this ſort of Life: * The as aA 
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"thman's Life ' Some Vacations from Bu- 
de gece ary, and to what ends. "49 


"CHAP:- II. 
arg he T: rading or Nevetiating Life, 
Ga 1. Rules relating to Succeſs in Traat. 
Firf, Fhat the Trader be  Indu ;ſtrioas. 


Srondly, That he be not above bis Pro. 


feſſon, 
$ 2. Rules radius to his Religion. 


Firſt, The Trade mnſt be a lawful one. Se- 
cndly, It muſt be managed with Feſtice, 
Truth, and Charity. 'T Draly, It "muſt 
"ot interfere with Religion. © Fourthly, 
The Trader onght to prepoſe to himſelf, wiſe 
and rational Ends, fuch 'are a Compe- 
 tenicy for himplf and Family ; The chas 
"fable Afiſtance of others : A timely Ree 
tirement or Retreat 1 om the buſt 7. or 
dfrattions of too muc Bufineſs. 


CHAP. IV. 
of a Cantemplative Lif, 
For whom this Chapter is defigned; what bind 
of Life us to be underſtood by'a Contem:- 
 Plative c one. Sect. r. The Enas or Rea- 
ſons warranting the Choigg of ſuch a Life | 
Fo, Enjoyifent; Sccondly, Self-pre- 
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ſervation from the Aſſaults of Temptz- 
.tion;. 7, dee T7, Alte ferving fe 
| World ; Facthh, 4A more. entire ie 
cation of ones ſel, to God; Set. 2, The 
Conditions, 'or (Qualifications. neceſſary to a 
Contemplative Life. ; Firf, A.Plenti- 
-ful- Fortune ; Secondly, , Fatah 
. and humble. Diſpoſition ; 7hir 
good Tuba Sect. 3. ns he 
Regulation of a Contemplative Life: 
with reſpect; Firſt, To Time; Second, To 
Place; 7hirdly, To the Exerciſe or Im- 
oyment of a retired Life. The Gon- 
' on, containing the Pleaſure and Hoppi- 
eſs f a Contemplative Life. 124 


SECT. III. 
Of the right FHucbanding , , or Prolonging 
Life, | 164 
CHAP. 1. 


The uſual Arts of. preventing os retarding the 
| Decays of Nature, and = 6K the Fears of Ih 
Death exploded, and better ſubſtitutedinthty 
room. Phyſick,in ſtead of Jo Courage and | 
Contempt of Death. Paint,G&c. in ſtead i 

, mhichthe Beauties of the Mind. Children, | L 
'in ſtead of which, Good Warks, and ao fath, | F- 
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we ewerralir Preferred. .. .x66 


" be H. ZN P: th 
Lenethning _ 
"1 The Faalicy of Wo Period of Life re- 
ſwed, And Objedtions from Scriptare, 
ous Yfrological Predittions, from: Di- 
ofcience, anſwered. A. fort of Fate 
Awitfea. Set.2. 07 he way of rolonging 
difeFir Firſt;Cheerfalnefs gm boar Ys 
Health of Body. Thixdly, The prote®zon 
of God and Mar. Sect. 3. Ob (edt ions 4 
guinſt this laſt Aſſertion from fach Texts 
6 affert the promiſcuous Events of Things, 
from the Fo Death femetimes of 


th Righteous, Anſwered. x76 
CH 8 P,.-- ML 
0f improving Life , or Living much 


| ina 7 time. 

Mat is to be underſtood by improving or 
exalting Life, and the 4 advantages of this 
Notion. Three ways of improving Life. 
XA. r. By per fetting Nature, Man and 
Life, mean things till Wiſdom and Yertue 
famp a value on 1 them. This particularly 

exemplified, with reſpe&t ro Knowledge, 
bay the due regulation of the AﬀeQions. 
Sect. . 
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= Set. 2. .. By beginning to Live betimes, or 
"” or at leaſt immediately. No Objettion <q 
" becoming preſently | wiſe and happy\; 'but 
the difficulty of becoming fo. An Exho- 
hi" Adareſſed , To the Tours. 
2. To thoſe 6 in Tears. Cliſed 
 with- a Reflection on the Day of -Fdes 
nent. © Set. 3- By avoiding all thif 
things. that. are injurions to Life; as 
Seth, \ Impertinence, Remiſsneſs* or Gala 
þ nr in Religion ; - Levity and Inconſtan- 
- Some other Direfjons acferred to the 
 felowing Treatiſe." | SELI. 
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tions and Prefaces, if they 
* have in them a genius of Elo- 
quence, if they ſparkle with Wit 
ond Fancy ; if they be enriched 
Iyith Senſe, and animated by moving 
md vital Language, are like grace- 
jul Acceſſes, and beautiful Fronts to 
buldings ; which while they raiſe 
in the Beholder a ſecret Delight, do 
prepoſſeſs him with favourable Opi- 

| B 
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|” not Ignorant, that Dedica- 
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nions of them : But this being | 
only a Continuation of a forme | 


. Treatiſe, and having little En. 
couragement either from my Hy. 
mour or Talents to any attempt of 
that Kind, T ſhall never ſuffer ny 
ſelf to be unneceſſarily ingaged in 
it. TI will therefore in this place 
only give a ſhort Account of what 
T have performed in the Firft Ve 
lume, and deſign in this : In the 
Firſt Section I ſhewed that Hap- 
 pineſs was neither ſo great and d:- 
wine a Poſſeſſion, as to be abow 
the Ambition of Man, nor ſo in- 
conſiderable, as not to deſerve it : 
And next that it was not to be ex- 
pected from Time or Chance, Far- 
cy or Inclination 5 but from Rea- 
fon and Induſtry, Vertue and Re- 
lipion. ' In the Second, havng 
firſt briefly. lated the Notion 
Happineſs, I endeavoured to dt 
FO | monfiratt 
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mit, and to reſcue ſo important 
thuth from the Prejudices and 
rftrons that might ſtifle and 
” it In had, 7 juſt 
unted out the Cauſes of hamane 
Miſery,” or of unſucceſsfulneſs in 
his Enquiry, and the Remedies 
o it. 
Having thus removed whatever 
night diſcourage or fruſtrate our 
Endeavours after Happineſs, I am 

wp to proceed to a more ſtrift an 
pnicular Examination of the Na- 
we of it, and the Ways and Me- 
thods that lead to it. In which I 
m obliged, according to the Ge- 
tral Deſign or Scheme laid down 
n the former Volume, to treat of 
ue, PerfeEtion, Indolence, and 
mution, accordingly I here begin 
th Life, and dividing this Book 
uo Three Sections. 1 will in the 
B 2 Firſt, 


mufrate the poſſibility of "obrain-. 
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4 Introduction. 
Furſt, Diſcourſe of the true Notion 
of Humane Life. Jn the Second, 
Of the right Condulft or Regula« 
tion of two different kinds of Life, 
Aflive and Contemplative. In the 
Third, Of the right Husbanding 
Humane Life, by prolonging a 


improving tt. 


SECT 


I AE 3 ISO TY 


hb. Hwa ; 


d && $--& 
- Of the True Notion of Life, 


__ _— 


— —_J 


CHAP. I 


 liſea great Bleſſing in it ſelf. Proves a 


great Evil to ſome. And mhy > FHappi- 
ms perfeet anly in Heaven, | 


Hough Life render us capable of 

Pain as wellas Pleaſure, yet has 

it ever been valued as the rich- 

_ eſt Bleſſing; the Loveof it is the 
ealieſt and the ſtrangeſt Principle in us ; 


it moves the Infant before he knows how 


to rate the Pleaſures of Life, or can ap» 
prehend any Evil in Death ; it grows 
up to ſtrength and maruricy in Man, 
and is the Sovereign Paſſion in him, to 
vhich all the reſt pay Homage ; Skin for 
iin, and all that a Man has will he give 
jr bis Life : Age does very little dimi- 
niſh it, and Miſery it (elf cannot extin- 
ruiſh it. Nor does this Paſſion want rhe 
luffrage of the wiſeſt and rhe greateſt 
Men, or the approbation of God ; for 

"WI 9ng 
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one chief deſign of Society and Goyern- 
ment, of Laws and Arms, is the prote- 
ftion of Life ; and God, who beſt un- 
derſtood the bent of Humane Narure, 
has propoſed, as the biggeſt Bleſſing 
and powerfulleſt Motive to Obedience, 
a long Life (1 examine not riow what ir 
farther prefigured ) under the Old Te- 
ſtament, and an eternal 'one under the 
New. And for all this there is plain 
reaſon ; for Life, if it be not, when 
rightly underſtood, Happinels it (elf, yet 
is it ſurely the Foundation of ir; and 
the Foundation in a Building, if it be 
not as beautiful as upper Stories,. yetis 
it ever as neceſſary. I wonder not there- 
fore that the Sentence of Death {ſhook 
the Piety of ZZezekiah, and the Courage 
of Sanl, fo that the one wept ſore, and 
the other fell to the ground. 

-But to all this'will it not be objected? 
Alas! How many are there, who all 
_ their days are no more ſenſible of the 
good of Life, than of the Pleaſures and 
Repaſts of a Dream ; who being come 
to- Threcſcore Years and ten, that 1s to 
die, do not yet underſtand what it is to 
live > Ah how many, which is yet worle, 
to whom Life is a Burden, and ya 

| Death 
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] Neath a Terror ; who when they are to 


zine back the Breath of Life, have juſt 
ran. to wiſh they had never received 
it,and to curſe the day that they were 
bom? And do not Elijah, Fob, Solomoy, 
Wmmy, Eſdras, and many others, great 
ad good Men, talk of Life at a diffe- 
ret rate from what I here do, and re- 
meſent it to us under another Notion, 
ad quite contrary CharaCter > Better 7s 
the day of death than the day of ones birth. 
It the day periſh wherein I was barn, and 
the night wherein it -was ſaid, there is 4 
mn-child conceived, The Refleftion of 
Eſdras on the common miſery of Man- 
kind, has as much weight and ſenſe, as 
Jol's on his own, -has- paſſion ; For what 
trofit is it for Men now in this preſent time 
to live in heavineſs, aud after death to look 
fr Puniſhment > Theſo and ſuch like 
Palages we meet with every where, 
which ſeem to- give us no very taking 
ldea of Life. To all this I anſwer, *Tis 
fith Life as with all other Bleſſings, the 
phe uſe of it is our Happineſs ; the a- 
buſe of ir our Miſery. There is nothing 
n the nature 'of the thing that implies 
nil-or Trouble; nor has it any nece(- 
ky and inevitable rendency toit. We 
6 B 4 muſt 
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maſt not therefore eſtimate a Bleſling by 
the miſchief it occaſions to ſuch as 

vert and abule it; nor by the Complaing 
which Humane Frailty ſometimes forces 
from wiſe and good Men in a melancho- 
iy fit ; or finally by the RefleQions they 
{ometimes make, not on the intrinſick 
worth, or natural tendency of Life, buz 
oa the Evils which - low from the Cor- 


ruption or Depravation, of it. *Tis true, 


when all is faid, Heaven is the proper 
Region of Happineſs; there it dwells in 
its glory,and majeſty, in all its fulneſs 
and excellence ; but what then > be- 
cauſe Perfeion does properly belongto 
Heaven, is there no Vertue upon Earth? 
Becauſe all things are in their maturity 
and conſummation there, ſhall we deny 
that there is any ſweetneſs or beauty 
here 2? Juſt ſo muſt we think of the Hap- 
pinels of this, in compariſon of that of 
another World ; it is here in its Infancy, 
we do ſlumber, and are ſcarcely. eyer 
fully awake; we ſee little, penetrate and 
comprehend leſs; and we move very 
feebly and unſteadily ; bur all this whik 
we grow up to ſtrength, we advance to- 
wards Perfection, our Joynts grow firmer, 
our. Stature increates, our Underſtand- 
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ng dawns towards day, and our Afﬀe- 
dons are gradually animared with a 
more generous and laſting heat ; ſo that 
allthis while this infant ſtare of Happi- 
«is pleaſantand promiſing, and every 
ſep in the whole progreſs towards Per- 
ktion, preſents us with freſh Beauries 
nd Delights ; but I know no Body fo 
knaſtick,- as to deſpiſe the preſent Life, 
kecauſe ir is not equal to that above ; 
1nd he that - thinks there is none above, 
las the more value on this, becauſe he 
hs nothing more or further to expect. 
[ will not therefore ſpend any more 
tine in endeavouring to prove Life a 
nluable Bleſſing, but rather proceed to 
hew how every Man may really make 
£ fuch to himſeif, which I think Ican- 
wt more compendiouſly do, than by 
lating the true Notion of Humane Life ; 
bras our Miſery flows from the abuſe, 
ad our Happineſs from the right uſe. of 
like, fo does the abuſe from falſe, and 
weright uſe from true Notions of it. 


CHAP. 


Of the true Notion 


CAH P. II. 


Life, what in a Natural fenſe. What in | 
Moral, Life, Perfection, and Enjyy- 
ment, inſeparably united. Mere particy- 
larly, Life conſiſts not in Sloth, Senſus- 
lity, Worldlineſs, Deviliſhneſs, but in the 
Regulation of all our Aitions according to 
right Reaſon. 


FT :IFE may be conſidered either: in 

a Natural or Moral Senſe ; in the 
former acceptation, . what it is, is an En- 
quiry very abſtruſe and intricate, like 
the Ezyptian Nile, though its Streams he 
viſible to every Eye, its Source or Foun- 
tain-is concealed ; or like Grace, though 
we feel-its Energy, and taſt its Fruits, 
' yet we cannot diſcover and define its 
Effence ; but to carry our diſcovery thus 
far, is accuracy enough in Moral Dil- 
courſes, whoſe end” is not Speculation, 
but Happineſs. 

Life then, whatever it be in the Foun- 
tain and Eſſence, as far as we can dif- 
cern it, is nothing elſe but that force 
and vigour which moves and adts the 
Man ; and to live, ſpcaking in a natural 

| Senle, 
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G&nſe, is to exert the Powers and Facul- 
ties of Nature ; according to which ac- 
aunt of Life, *tis capable of as many 
Notions as are the different Offices: it 
rforms ; *ris Senſe and Motion in; the 
Body ; "tis Perception and Fancy in the 
Imagination ; 'tis Knowledge in the Un- 
&rtanding ; and Love and Hate, with 
all their Train or Retinue of Paſſions, in 
the Heart or Soul. . x 2297 
Now becauſe all Morality conſiſts in 
the right uſe, of thoſe Bleſſings which 
cur great and bountiful Author confers 
upon us, therefore in a Moral Senſe, the 
tue Life of Man is nothing elfe, bur the 
ipht uſe of our whole Nature; an active 
imploying it in its due FunCtions and Of- 
ices, a vigorous Exerciſe of all our 
Powersand Faculties, in a. manner {uit- 
aleto the Dignity and Deſign, to the 
frame and Conſtitution of our. Beings : 
Tolive then in a Moral Senſe, is to know 
and contemplate, ro love and purſue 
that which is the- true Good of Man; 
tis is the Life of the Underſtanding, 
Will, AﬀeRtions, and of the whole Man ; 
nd whatever acts of ours are nor ſome 
wy or .other converſant about Truth 
ad Goodneſs, are not properly Adts of 
jp | Humane 
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Humane Life, but Deviations from ix 


And here I cannot chuſe but pauſe a 


little, ro admire and magnifie the ink 
nite Wiſdom and Goodnels of the Al. 
mighty Archite&, who has contrived an 
inſeparable Connetion and necelfary 


- De dance between Life, P erteQion, 


and Fruition ; every rational AQ, every 
right Uſe or Exertion of our Natural 
Powers and Faculties, as it is of the FE 
ſence of Moral Life, ſo does it contri. 
bute ro the Improvement and PerfeRtion 


of our Beings, and to the Pleaſure and 


Felicity of our State ; for PerfeQtion is 
che Reſulr of ſuch repeated Ads, and 
Pleaſure -of our entertaining our {elves 


with proper and agreeable Objeds. 
Happy Man! to whom, to live, -in- 


prove, and enjoy is the {ame thing; who 


cannot defeat God's Goodneſs and his 


own Happineſs, but by perverting his 
Nature ; and m_ his Faculties, 


burby making an ill uſe, or noneatal,, 


of the Favours and Bounties of God. 
If we examine this Notion of -Lik 


more cloſely, and diſtinctly, and reſolve 


. this general Account of it, into ſeveral 


Particulars, we ſhall caſily arrive at 2 ' 
fuiler and clearer Comprehenſion ot it. 


fil 


| 


\ 
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firſ, 'Tis evident from this Actount 
Life, that it does not conſiſt in Sloth, 
ache meer Marriage or Cohabitation of 
Sul and Body; in meer Duration or 
(atiauance in this World. Solomon in- 
&d, out of a natural Abhorrence of 
ſrath, cells us, 7ruly light & ſweet, and 
1 tteſant thing it is to behold the Sun, 
fl, 2. 7. Something it is, if we muſt 
al it Pleaſure, *tis but a faint and low 
we, ſuch as all the Irrational Creatures, 
ke Bats, and Owls, and Moles are capa- 
tkof, but according to my Philoſophy, 
tan never deſerve the Name of Life : 
fe that poſſeſſes Vital Powers and Fa- 
uities, is in a Capacity of Life, but he 
only that exerts them, lives. To live 
$n0t to ſpend or waſt our time, but to 
wploy it : "Tis a lamentable Hiſtory of 
lik, when it can all be ſummed up in 
Ws few Syllables of a Funeral Ring ; 
te lived to, or rather as it is wont to be 
apreſied, he died ſuch a day of the 
Month, ſuch a year of his Age ; for in- 
&ed he lived not at all ; Life is a meer 
Iream ; nor only. on the account of its 
ortneſs, bur alſo of its Night and Le- 
targy, when ſtupid Ignorance confines 
nd dims the Proſpet, apd Sluggliſh- 
neſs 
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nels enfeebles all the Powers of the 
Mind : Vigour and Activity, Fruition 
and Enjoyment, make up Life's without 
theſe, Life is but an imperfect Embryq, 
a mingled twilight that never will be 
Day ; the Images, which the flothful 
form - of things, are faint and obſcure, 
like PiQures drawn in watery Colours, 
and weak and imperfe&t ſtroaks, and 
vaniſh as eaſic as thoſe half Sounds and 
imperfect Forms which we take in be- 
tween fleep and waking ; all rheir Paſ: 
fions move drowlily and heavily, and 
all their Entertainments have. no more 


reliſh than abortive Fruir, which can ne- 


yer be ripened into Sweetneſls or Beauty, 
When I have obſerved any one thus wa 
ſting away a whole Life, without ever 


being once well awake in it , paflng' 


through the World like a heedleis Tra- 
veller, without making any RefleCtions 
or Obſcrvarions, without any Delign or 
Purpole belceming a Man ; ah ! thought 
I, is this that Creature for which this 


great Theater the World was made? 


for which it was ſo adorned and fo en- 
riched > Is this the Creature that is the 
Epitome of the World, rhc top and glory 


of the viſible Creation, - a little inferiour 
(0 


=D38 ik 5 =2 i” 2 = ENAD EM. HS = 5... 


\ 


br 


|” of Humane Life. 


| © Angels, and allied to God ? Is this 
| achine ated by a moving Flame, and 
ya wiſe and immortal Spirit > Ah ! 
wy much is this poor uſeleſs ſtupid 
| ding funk beneath the Dignity and De- 
n of its Nature ! How far ſhorr is it 
Mo the Glory to which God had 
(fined it! Shall this contemptible thing 
mer be admitted to Eternal Life, who 
jus ſo wretchedly fooled away this Tem- 


fal one? Or can Crowns and King- 


doms be reſerved for one who has been 
billa Steward of all theſe Talents God 
has committed to him 2 No ſurely, F 


ould upon the firſt thought imagine his - 


ſuppiſh Soul would vaniſh like thoſe of 
rutes, or, as the Sroicks fancy, thoſe of 
fools; 1 could eaſily imagine that ir 


would ſleep, not as ſome fancy all Souls 


0, to the Reſurrection, bur to all Erer- 
my, But upon better conſideration, I 
nd this ignorant and incogitant Life, is 
mt fo innocent as to deſerve no worſe a 
Rate: For is it a ſmall Crime to live 
lrren and unfruitful, endowed with ſo 
many Talents? to fruſtrate the Defign 
four Creation? to choak and ſtifle all 
tie Seed of a Divine Life and PerfeQion 2 
quench the Grace and Spirit of God 2? 
In 
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In a word, -Is it a ſmall Crime to he 
falſe and perfidious ro God, unjuſt and 
injurious to Man No, it cannot he; 
and therefore in the groan of aur $2 
viour, wherein the la 
Accompts is repreſented, the ſlothful and 
wicked Servant ſignific one and the (ame 
thing, and muſt undergo one and the 
ſame Sentence, es 
Secondly, Life cannot conſiſt in Senſus 
ality, that is, in the meer careſling our 


- Senſes, or the gratification of our Car- 


nal Appetites. The Reaſons of this A(- 
ſertion are evident from the general No- 
tion of Life. For firſt, This is not the 
Exerciſe of the whole Nature, © but a 
art of ir, and that the inferiour and 
1gnobler too. Secondly, It is notan lay 
loyment {ſuitable to rhe Dignity of our 

ature. | | 
Firſt, Senſuality imploys only the 
meaner part of us ; St. Paul makes men 
tion of the outward and the inward 
Man, and ſeems to make up the whole 
Man of Spirit, Soul, and Body ; and 
ſome both Divines and Philoſophers of 
no {mall Note, both Modern and Anct 
ent, have taught that there: are two dt 
ſtint Souls in Man, a Senſitive and 
Rational 


Audit or Day of | 
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lational one ; if this be ſo, the-Senſua- 
if;/though he ſeem fond of Life; does 
polſhly contemn the better half of ir ; 
aidas-much -a Slave to Pleaſure as he 


| /he"chuſes- ro drink only the Dregs, 


ad lets the pure Streams of ſprightly 
ad delicious Life paſs by untaſted ; for 
fthere'be a Senſitive and Rational Soul, 
ttemuſt be a Senſitive and a Rational 
lik'too; diſtin and different from one 
nother, and one/as much elevated a- 


lwe-the © other, - as are the Principles 


tey flow from. Burt whether this be. 


þorno; does not import much ; for it 
s'phin, that Life, whatever it be, is 
lke Seed, which, according to the dif- 
krent'Soyl it is. ſown in, produces Fruit 
mote-or leſs rich and ſucculerxr, more 
a lels luſcious and beauriful's here it 
ſprouts forth like the ſeven poor and 
kan, there like the ſeven- plump and 
ich Ears. of Corn in Pharaoh's Dream 3 
ad ſhould ic by way of fiction be ſup- 
joſed, rhat one :and the ſame Soul did 
ommunicate Life ro Men, Beaſts, and 
Vegetables ; however. Life in each 
would be equal in the dignity of its Q- 
nginal, -ir would vaſtly differ in irs Ef- 


k&s.and Operations; ſo whether Life 


C in 


in Man flow from gne or. wa difting 


Principles, it is: evideat | that its. Prig 
and dignity varies according to the dif- 
ferent. Powers and Faculties whigh'i 
moves and animates, and by conſequence 


that Life which diſplays it (elf inthe 
_ ats of our Rational Part, will' be as 


different from that which conſiſts ip Ser- 


tites, as is-the Light: that glitters.in/a 


Diamond, from that - which' faintly. imj- 
tates.it in a Pebble; the more, numerous 
and the more exquiſite ous Faculxies, the. 
vaſter is the Empire of Life, and -the 
more delicate and charming all its Fyty 
ions and: Operations ; How evident 


this in-all the Organs. and. Senſes. of-#$ | 


Body. Let Darkneſs. invade the Eye,and 
Deafneſs the Ear, and: then. withinawbas 
narrow and ſcanty. Bounds is the Bodily: 
Life reduced 2, How few and ignobleare 
the Vital Adts' and Operations of the 
Body 2 How. vile and. contemptiblsi ant 
all the, Fruits or Inſtances. of a feniitive 
Life 2 -[f then; there be. no Senſe: on:Or- 
ganof the Body ſuperfluous, can wethial 


the rational Soul it ſelf. can be! ſa2ulf | 


there be-no. Power, no Capacity of alqnr 


fitive Soul, by which-Life is-nor onlarged 
2 | or 
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centiched, muſt we not needs conchide, 


That to extinguiſh the Immortal Spirir 
within us; atid as it wete, - to diſcard all 
—_— and Faculties, muſt needs be 
ith; mutildte; and ſtifle: ir ; 


fee the of1e is as capable of converſing 


ajer-is of converſing with this World 


of viſible: Objects, I. cannot but con--. 
tide; Fhat ro be defftitute of Know- 


bge and Faith, of Hope and Love, is 
more injurious to the true Eife of Man, 
thin co be Deaf or Blind 3 that Stupi- 
ity of Eethargy in the Soul, fuch ag 


{| radeisit alcogether inicapable of rational 


Metfire, is as inconſiſtent with the true 
lik of Min, as Lethargy or a dead 
Pe in the Body can be ; -and to be ex- 
thited from! Commerce with the inve- 
We World; is as fatal co it, as to'be de- 
lnicd theviſible one. From all this 'tis 


yas thar whether we conſider Life 
Wh reſpect-ro irs Excellence and Dig- 
wy, or to-its Enlargement and Extens | 
lo, Senſualiry is extreamly injurious. 
vitin both reſpects ; fo far doth ir de«. 
aſe 2nd contra@ir, thar þ may boldly 


CG 32 CON 


inw thave a Soul as well as Body, 


with God and are. with Truth and - 
oral Goodnefs ahd Perfection, as the 
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conclude, to place Life in Senſuality, is 
to renounce the much more valuable and 
delightful part of it, to baniſh our ſelyes 
the much better World, and to rob our 
ſelves of a thouſand Joys and Pleaſures 
which we might reap from the rational ' 
Powers and Faculties, that is, the nobleſt 
Capacities and Endowments of our Na- 
ture. Though this be abundantly e 
nough tc evince, that Life confiſts-notin 
Senſualiry, yet this being of the higheſt 
Importance to Humane Happineſs, [ 
will yo to the ſecond Argument a- 
gainſt it, that is, "Wo 

| Secondly, It is not conſonant to the 
Dignity of Humane ' Nature, or, which 
is all one, to the Deſign of our Beings, 


' conſpicuous in our Frame and Coniti- | 


turion. Who, that ever conſidered what 

Senſuality was, how narrow rhe extent 
of” Senſe, how mean and bruriſh the 
Pleaſure that .terminares 'in it, what a 
Corruption and Degeneracy ir ends in, 
who, I ſay, © that- has ever conſidered. 
theſe, and a thouſand things more, cat 
believe that Senſualicy is an Employ- 
ment worthy of a Man 2? Is this the Buſt 
neſs of a vaſt and comprehenſive mind? 
Is this conſiſtent with ambitious "_ 
| | 0 
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of Immortaliry , with unquenchable 
Thirſt of Truth, with a Capacity of 


dſeovering Spiritual Excellencies, and 


Moral Beauties, and Perfe&tions2 Was 
it for this we were endowed with Propen- 
fons ro Worſhip and Adore a Deity ? 
What can be as niuch as fancied, the uſe 
of Wiſdom, Magnanimity, Conſcience, 
Yapacity, Caution, Fear, Foreſight, and 
anxious Enquiries into future Things and 
Times, if Senſualiry had been the only 
Employment deſfign'd Man 2 How much 
more fir had we been formed for this 
end, if there had been in us no Reaſon 
to check and controul us, no Conſcience 


that could fill us with regret for the paſt, 


or fear for the furure ; no Wiſdom thar 


could teach us that there were any thing 


aboveus, nor greatneſs of Mind rhar 


could reproach us for ſtooping to'any 
thing helow us ? 


Thirdly, *Tis almoſt ſuperfluous here 
to add, That Life conſiſts not in Worla- 


neſs or Deviliſhneſs; as to the former 
of theſe, by which IT mean the Cares 
and Purſuits of the World, 'ris plain, 


that ro employ our Time and Faculties 


'1n this alone, is not to live, but at beſt 
to provide for Life. Necefliry may 


G3 ſome- 


re 
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ſometimes ſubjegt ys ro the drudgery aud 
{lavery of the World, bur a yolunay 
Choige neyes ſhould, I know no prhgr 
difference bexween a mean Fortune and 
A great ons, than this; that rhe grear 
one ſets a Man above. thole Cares and 
Toils, which rhe mean one forces him jo 
ſubmir ro ; that the one puts the fory- 
. nate Man into the immediate paſleſſion 
of all the Means and Inſtruments of Lif, 
Improvement and Fruition, and of Lea 
ſure and Opportunity ro make ule of 
them ; bur the lacter obliges the lels for- 
tugate Man to purchaſe theſe Advantages 
with Toil and. Sweat, Sollicitude and 
Care: Tis therefore an unpardonabk 
Ys or blindneſs, whenever that 
Vaſlalage, which is the Infelicity of the 
mean Man, is the choice of rhe rich and 
fartupare one: Nor is it a more pardoy- 
ble Error in any, who continue the drug- 
. &&ry and care when the Neceſliry is over, 
-agd voluntarily ſuffer all rhe Diſadvas- 
tages of a nazrow Fortune, eyen when 
They have, attained, to a plentiful one; 
who never thipk it time to, begin toLive, 
. qr: td enjoy the Succeſs of their Cares and 
Diligence; this is ag Abſurdiry as grol 

.2.his, who after he has plowed and oy 
aac | ONT ed, 
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Hon refuſe to reap ;- or his, who 
g,. with much coſt and labout, fur- 
out 4 plentiful Table, ſhould nor 
mo in his heart to fall ro and 


"Like then conſiſts not irt the abundance 
o the: things which - 2 Man 
- | much ls in the Vexation or Toit of Ac- 
n | quiiong, ſecuring,” or increafmg them, 
; | which is thar I intend by Yorldlamſs, but 
- | aftot all ean Life conſiſt —— 
that is,- Wrath, Strife; Revenge, P 
ad fuch hike ; chis canmor be Fty the 
Vigour and Activity; bur Storm and A- 
gopof ourNature ; this is a ſtare where- 
mthe Underſtanding is covered” with'a 
Dakacfs of Hell, char'is; Ignorance of 
Goodrand Evil; and the Paſhions are bur 
Furies unthained, and let looſe. 
 Feafthly, Having thus, by refolving 
| particularly concerning Life, that it con- 
liſts not either in S/oth or Senſuality 
Waldlineſs or Dewviliſhneſs, pointed' out 
| | thoſe faral Errors which miſlead and ſe- 
dues Mon from: che Paths of Peace and 
Happineſs; 'tis now time to ſhew in 
the laſt place, what ir is;} wherein Life 
doegmore immediately and particularly 
confilt-; that is, 74 UITOronus ana-attive 
C 4 Em- 
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'E mployment of the -whole Man, according 
the Rules" and Di@ates of right | Ream, 
- When: I make Reaſon the DireQor and 


Guide | of Humane. Life, when I conſti- 
tute it Dictator over all the Powers.and 


- Paſſions of Man, I do no more:mean to 
exclude the Aid of Revelation, and the 
- Spirit of God, than when I affirm the 
.' Eye to. be: the Guide, of the Body, I in- 
\ tend to'deny the neceſlity: of Light to 
good Eyes, or of Spectacles and Colly- 


riums to dim  or-diſturbed ones. The 


- Propoſition thus: guarded, will ap 


indiſputable to:any who ſhall confider 


. the Frame: and make of Man. :That-we 


are rational Creatures, is a Truth never 
hitherto contraverted ; and that: Reaſon 


1s the Soveraign Faculty in us, appears 
from the Uniyerſal - Appeal of all Sides 
and all-Sects to-its Eribunal. Not. the 
yertuous and wiſe .only, but:the- look: | 
, and the vicious plead the Authority. of. 


Reaſon-, in defence;:'of their: Choice 
and Actions ;: and\in all: the numberle(s 
Diſpures:that-are inthe World;' thaugh 
only,one:fide can have the Warrant and 
Countenance-pf Reaſon, yer all do pre- 


tendto-it; fo that though there: be. no 
' Power or: Authority. which in reality is 


more 
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more frequently: oppoſed and. violated, 
there-is alſo none which is more ; unani- 
mouſly owned, and univerſally acknow- 
ledged : As therefore | ir is plain, from 
what has been diſcourſed before, Thar 
Life: conſiſts not in. vital Powers::and 
faculties, but in - che Exerciſe and Em- 
rloyment of them fo is ir as plain, that 
in this we are not to fallow the Con- 
ut .of Fancy and Imagination, of Luſt 
| 2nd Paſſion, bur of Reaſon? This is: the 
ipht-uſe of our Natural Gifts, which 
litinguiſhes Man from Beaſts, and: Men 
fom-one another ; the Hero from the 
Catiff and Villain, the Philoſopher from 
the:Fool; - and the Saint from , the Sin- 
ner: In this conſiſts rhe Order and Dig- 
ntyof Humane Nature, in thisthe Beau- 
yand Tranquillity of Humane. Life ; 
ad-in this the inward Joy and Peace of 
the Mind of Man. This will ber: yer 
moe manifeſt ro whoſoever will take the 


4 to enquire what the Office of Rea- 
is 


rank we hold among the Creatures: of 
bod, what ſtation we fill inthe World, 
what our. Relations and Dependencies 
«, what the Duty and what the Hopes, 
Fat the Benefit and what the py 

| that 


tis this which - teaches us what 
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thac refulr from each : Tis this which 
- preſcribes all our Powers and Paſſions, 
-their Order, Place, and Work; "Tis this 
which diſtinguiſhes Truth and Falſhood, 
Good and Evil: *'Tis this which fills ns 
with the Knowledge, and enflames us 
-with the Love of our Sovereign Happj- 
-nefs, and Fudges of the Means and Ways 
that lead to it it ; and finally, tis this 
which teaches us-to ſer a true rate and 
value upon all inferiour things, in pro- 
portion to their tendency, either to pro- 
moteor obſtrutt our Sovereign Good: 
Happy: therefore is that Life where Rex 
fon is thg Sovereign: Arbitrator of all our 
Actions, and where the Imagination and 
Paſſions; :alb the Powers of the Soul; arc 
yer Servants and Inſtruments of Reaſon: 
| r:this Life; for it can neither want 
Pl ' to: entertain it, nor Buſineſs© 
employ iv: Happy the Soul which thus 
lives, for it ſhall never. wane Comforoto 
fupport-ir, Hopes to! encourage: it, nor 
Crowns to reward it; for as it grows 
Wiſdom-and' Goodneſs, fo muſt ir inF# 
your'With: God and Man; and irs Peace 


and Tranquility, its Joys and' Expeds 


ions] muſt recorve: a proportionable . is 
creM9:wa !; oe 4 9r{1 464 
—_——— CHAP. 
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lyfnepces drawn from the former Chapter. 
Firſt, 7o coltiuate ow Reaſon. The Uſe 
f' which & more Pte infifted -n 
with reſpeF to three things, that is, the 
impleying our Faculties, t a Evil, 
4nd enjoying Gaod. Secondly, To re- 
ounce every thing that oppoſes it « whey 
Paſpho aſfion, Example, 078, 


Fourthly, 7hat a long Life & 4 great Bleſ- 
fog." confidered either in it ſelf, or with re» 
je to the Life ta come. 


"hom the Notion of: Life this tated, 
"tis evident,” Firf, Thar our Buk- 
ids is to. Cultivare and Improve Reafon, 
ke this, as you have ſeen, is to be the 


Guide and Superintendent of - all our 


lomers and Faculties, -and the Arbiter 
ud Judg e of all our Actions; DH” 


Us & in you be darkneſs, how great us 


iveſs, Matth. 6. 23. Vigour and AQti- 
Wy, if Reaſon do not ſteex them, will 
wt prove miſchievous and fatal to us ; 


diligence: and ' Induſtry. themſelves will 
wy {crve to corrupr our Nature, and 


embroyl 
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flighteſt Reflection upon the Work a 
. Office of Reaſon, of which I have given 
abrief and general Account before, much 


embroyl our Life ; every deviation from 
Reaſon is a deviation from our true Per. 
fetion and Happineſs ; the Fool and 
the Sinner do in the Language of the 
Scripture {ignifie the ſame thing, and 6 
do Sin and Miſery. This is the true 
Original of all choſe Miſchiefs which in- 
feſt the World, the neglect or contempt 
of right Reaſon ; *Tis this which makes 
our Complaints ſo numerous, and 


. bitter ; "T's this that makes us fo weak 
and ſoft in Adverlſity, fo reſtleſs and lit 
tle ſatisfied even in Proſperity ir ſelf; 


"Tis this. creates all thoſe Diſaſters and 
Difappointments which make us often 
quarrel at Providence, and curſe our For- 


'rune ; The folly of Man perverteth his ng, 


and his heart fretteth againſt God, Prov. 
I9. 3. Well therefore did the Wiſeman 


 advile,. Prov. 4. 7. Wiſdom ts the principu 
thing, therefore get Wiſdom ; and with al 


thy getting, get Underſtanding. The Ne 
ccflity. of this does eaſily appear from the 


more from the-uſe of it, in three: great 
Points; The Employing our Facultis, 


the Enjoyment of Good, and the'Beari 
Evil. Firſ, 
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firf, The Employing, &c. The Soul 
{Man like a fertil Field, ſeems alike 
qeto produce either Herbs or Weeds ; 
hefaculties of it,. are capable of being 


te Inſtruments of the greateſt Evil or 
te greateſt Good ; the greateſt Good, - 


fregulated and conduRted by Reaſon ; 
ke greateſt Evil, if blindly and rafhly 
kd by any other Principle. What is 


tx Imagination. of a Fool, but a Shop 


Toys and Trinkets, not the Labora- 


wy. of a Philoſopher, where a thou- 


nd vain trifling and empty Ideas flut- 


tr confuſedly up and down?» Whar his 


Memory, but a Receptacle and Sink of 


fins and Follies, of mean and ſhameful - 


Things and Actions, not a Treaſury of / 


acelnt Truths, laid up like Ammuni-' 


ton: and ' Proviſion for time: both of 
Pace and War? ' What his Heart, but 
tf Rendezvous of a thouſand murinous, 
talent; and diſhonourable Luſts, which 
knd/ and tear him, worſe than the Des 


- 


b 


I 


7 


a 
. 


7 


il in-the Goſpel. the Man polſkſled 2 - 


Nay, what is even Fancy and Wit it (elf, 
deſtitute of ſound-Judgment and trije 


” 
. 
= 


- 
as 


Reaſon, but 1 know not what ſort of * 


ales, which dazle, bur do nor guide; 


kie for amuzement, rather than nous- \ 


riſh- 


\ 
: 


zo 
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riſhment or Delight 2 And thetefore th the 
Author.is very well paid, if he be ys 
ed and ſtarved, which 1s-getierally 
Fate. In 4 word, ncither Buſm 
Divetſioh can have in them 


not regttlated atid: | nduded by. 

Reaſon, and all the Diſpoſitions and Fa« 
culties of our Nature will be, bur ei 
loſt upon Fooleries, or abuſed to out 


Ruin. {0 


Secondly, The uſe of Reaſon is 


cuous inthe Fruntion:of Good. con 


ledge is like Light fhed upon the Fice 
of the World, which diſcovers ath:w. 


various Beauties and wondrous Wealth} 


which, while Darkneſs covered: thei} 
were as though they had not beth; Winks 
out Reaſon- we {hall not: be. able-to di 
cer nor yvalne our own Happinets, :net 
be ſenſible: of our Bleſſings and /Goddy): 
even though:they croud aud throng up# 
Ort us ; Without this - our © yery Enjoys: 
ments will prove Fatal ro'-onr: font 
and-we ſhall meet Gall and Wornwood/ 
in the bottom of our Dranghts of | Plea- 
ſarc : For the terning arvay of the Smptt' 


ſhall pay them, and the proſperity of Feils| 
ſhall &ſire them, Prov. 1; w It wu 


'bs 
any. | 
cruly uſefubor truly pleaſing, if ty 
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ofnall Philoſophy, either to render Bu- 
jweſb pleaſant, or Pleaſure innocent, ei- 
herto diſcharge choſe Duties which a 


1 -or to y that time which an 


fhrs of 5 and to Husband a Life of Eaſe 
ad Enjoyment to the beſt, and fill it 
Vere and Honour. Ah! how 


|; | den have I ſeen the vigour of Nature 
_ | &hlved by Pleafure, the edge and finc- 


wh of "4 parts blunred by Sloth and 


aband Proſperity, for which they were 
big enough! whereas had the Mind 
en well cultivated and enriched wich 


we Wildom, Pleafuire and Diverſion 


temfelves had refined and recruited Na- 
we; and Power, Honour, and Plenty, 


only. placed Worth and Greatneſs mm 


hitter light ; rhis-is true'in irs: proport- 
ton Form loweſt to the higheſt Sta- 
M5 it requires | Senſe and- Reafon- to: 


| nfwnga enjoy Proſperity ; an oblcure 
W-narrow Fortune is- moſt convenient 
kth-20 conceal: and preſerve a Fool ; for- 
katy and/ Power, Dignity and Prefer 


: IM do bur expoſe lam to- Scort arid 


Danger, 


Birth or eminent Sration call Men 
'Fortune makes them entircly Ma- 


vinels 2 Bow often have I feen Men: 
mdred nacan and contemptible by Suc- 


— 
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Danger, and it were well if the poor. 
Creature-could periſh or ſuffer; alone; 
but the miſchief 1s, like a falſe and ſandy 
Foundation, - overthrows the Deſigns and 
Intereſts thar- are built upon him, and 
miſerably betrays the confidences tepoſed 
in him: But how great ſoever the'uſe of 
Reaſon be as _to'the Goods, it is no leſs 
in relation to the Evils of this:World ; 
for, ft + 7 1 9v66 9 

Thirdly, Reaſon is the Pilot of Humane 
Life, and ſteers ir. ſteddily through wild 
and tempeſtuous Seas, amidſt/the'Rocks 
and-Shelves of Luft and Fancy, Fortune 
and Folly, Ignorance, Error and athou- 
ſand Cheats and. Impoſtures : 'Tis/'this 
alone that enables Man to deſpiſe imy- 
ginary Evils, and vanquiſh real ones;/it 


arms the Mind: with true. and-laſting | 


Magnanimity, furniſhes it. 'with falid 
Comforts, and teaches it ro. extra Lik 
and Health, : Vertue-and Wiſdom, outd 
the madneſs and mutability of Men and 
Fortune, - like Antidotes and Cordials out 
of things poiſonous and baneful-in them- 
ſelves. Ir is not now to be wondred at, 
after this Account, how imperfect ſoevct 
it; be, of the uſe of Reaſon (which ſuff 


ciently ſhews how eſſential it is to the | 


Being, 


WB 


of" Humane ifs 


the Ornament and Felicity of Hu- 
kay he if I have reſolved it 4 be'the 
© MN Balineſe of Man to improve 'and 
cultiyate it, ſurely all' the great Men of 
the Morld, and all the inſpired Ones, 
webeen of my Opinion; for their chief 
iſnt only Delign, ' ever was, either to 
hain Wiſdom theraſelves, or to. propa- 
4t amongſt others; and *tis evident 
mw et has ever _— on this 
of advancing Wiſdom amongft 

Mike of Men; "this 3 is the'pre-emi- 
xace'of his Laws 'above thoſe of Men, 
tar theſe reſtrain the Actions, but thoſe 
\ the Mind ; theſe puniſh Of- 
knees and Crimes, but thoſe by inform- 
ing the Judgment, and ſtrengthning the 


of Man, prevent the commiſſion 


| of them,” and  dire&t and inſtigate him 


whe practice of Vertue. This then is 
tegrear Work that God and Man in- 
Iite'us to, that we ſhould make daily 
and proficiency in Knowledge 


ad -Underſtandin g, That we ſbould in- 


Une our Ears to Wiſdom, and apply our 
Herts to Underſtanding , that we "ſhall 
eb her as Silver, and ſearch for her 
# fir hid Treaſures : And this is that 
| Vhich"our' Nature and State invite us 
; D to, 


/ Of. the.true Notion 


wort 


and Tranquillity,. and"in one ward, our 
true Happineſs 'depend upon it. ;:.,.;;.. 
Secondly, It eaſily follows from the 
right Notion of: Life, that-we are tohid 
open Defiance to all thoſe things which 
direcaly oppoſe, or ſecretly undermine 
_-the Authority of Reaſon, or any wg 
obſtruct the- free: Exerciſe of: its Power 
-and- Sovereigmy ; for *tis to no pany 
to.travail and labour. to advance Reaſon, 
if -afterwards we. refuſe to be poverned 
and. conducted by -it : Reaſon;'if'we do 
not live by it, will ſerye only to-incrcal 
our Shame and Guilr. Sr.:Peter thinks 
#t better never to have known theinge 

| Righteouſneſs, than after the knowleage 7 
to turn from the holy Commandments delion- 
ed Anto #5, 2. Pet. 2.21. To {ſtifle |the 
Sparks of Reaſon by Negligence and | 
Sloth, to. choak the Seeds of Wiſdom (jy 
.and Perfedion by a lazy or vicious-Edw | yhi 

. cation, 1s a great Crime ; but ta deſen 
-and betray. our Reaſon, . grown up to [j 
{ome. maturity,. ro hold it \in- Captivity | wy 
and-Fetters, ro. defije and proſtichre it, | ty 
__by:compelling it to ſerve-and flatrer;abo: | 
minabie Paſſions 3 this ſure muſt be-a far | 

greater 


of Humane Life, © 3s 
miter degree of Wickedneſs and Pro- 
jlanenels, and conſequently muſt needs 
equſe ehe Man to the Scorn or Pity of 
wiſe and rational part of Mankind, 
pithe;Reproaches and Confuſion of his 
@n- Conſcience, -and to the Wrath.and 
Wichiefs ſhould attend the Contemprand 
bofanation of Knowledge, yer there is 
we more of it - ſelf ſufficient to make 
lim miſerable, ic precipitates-him into 
dhe irregularities and wildneſſes ima- 
able, nothing being ſo inſolentand un- 
awernable, ſo ſavage and untameable as 
toſe Paſſions which are accuſtomed ro 
we-power and maſter Reaſon. *Tis from 
[!ithis manifeſt, Thar whoever loves 
lik, and would experience it a real Bleſ- 
we, muſt with all his power ſet himſelf 
remove and defeat whatever may hin- 
his ready and entire Submiſſion to the 
ates of Reaſon. Now the things 
ichenfeeble the ſtrengrh of our Reaſon, 
baffle its Authority, are ſuch as theſe, 
Wy, Paſſion, Example, Cuſtom, thele we 
Wrever Combar, till we have reduced 
|*m within their Bounds : Fancy ſur- 
tes, Paſlion oyer-powers, Cuſtom and 
Kple betray our Reaſon ; we muſt 
Us DU there- 
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36 | Of the true Notion | 


therefore always'oppoſe the giddineſsgf 
Fancy, and the violence of Paſſion,:and 
guard our Minds againſt the infuwation 
of Cuſtom and Example ; and to'do this 
well, to do it ſucceſsfully, is of greater 
importance than any work of ourSecular 
Calling, than any attendance upon'Trade] 
or a Temporal Intereſt ; this can;only 
make us. great, but that will makeus 
wiſe; this can make us rich, - but: that 
will make us happy ; this therefore muſt 
be the next great Buſineſs of Life, to ab 
ſert the Majeſty and Soveraignty of Rex- 
ſon, and never. ſuffer it to be held cap 
tive and enthralled by any vicious Prite 
ciple, or impotent Luſt : Happy the Man 
who ſucceeds in this ! his Sincerity ſhall 
be to him as good as Infallibility; his 
Conſcience ſhall never reproach. him, not 
God condemn him ; and tho he: may not 
always hit the next way, he ſhallneve 
wholly miſs the right way to Happineſs; 
therefore from this Notion of Life, 
Thirdly, We may infer the polibility 
of Humane Happineſs in every tate; for 
 fincero Live, is bur to act regularly,'to 
uſe and employ our Powers and Facul 
ties rationally ; and ſince Life, PerfeQs 
on, and Fruition are one and the fame 
thing, 


en, 
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king, or elſe inſeparably and intimately 
ited, it is evident that no Circumſtan- 


| 


Philoſophy has been diffuſed and pu 


& can deſtroy our Happineſs, -unleſs 
they deſtroy our Reaſon ; no Condition 
anfender us miſerable, bur that which 
an render it impoſſible for us to at ra- 
tionally ; that which obſtructs our attain- 
mait -of Knowledge, - or our liberty of 
fling contormable to it. Bur what Cir- 
wmiſtances can theſe be? what Condition 


an'we fancy, wherein it ſhall be impoſ- 


be” for a Chriſtian to know his Sove- 
rien Good, and purſue it, to learn his 
Duty, and to practiſe it 2 wherein it ſhall 
ſeimpoſſible for him to ſearch and con- 
templare Truth, to love and follow after 
Riphteouſneſs and Goodneſs, and to be 
meek and humble, modeſt and magnani- 
mous, juſt and charitable, pure and de- 
jour? wherein, in one word, it ſhall be 
poſſible for him to live by Faith, or 
ſhich-is the ſame thing in my ſenſe, b 


Reaſon. Solomon long fince obſerved, 
That Wiſdom uttered her voice in the Streets, 


ad 'n the meetings of the Highways: This 
$ more eminently true now, ſince the 
Reaſon - of Mankind has 'been refined 
ad defixcated by Revelation, and true 


D 3 liſhed 
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liſhed chrough the World ; the Fountains 
of Truth and Wiſdom. lie open to all who 
thirſt after them, and God. no more de 
nies any. his Grace, than. his Reyelation, 
All which ' being ſo, *tis evident that" as 
God has put it in the power. of-every 
Man.to act rationally, fo has he/putir 
in every Man's power to be happy,; that 
Flumane Happineſs is not precarioug'vr 
gepencant on Fortune, bur our ſelves; 
or Life. conſiſts not in the abundance of 
things which a Man poſſeſſes, - burinthe 
right uſe of them ;; and better is a poor-and 
wile Child, than an old and Gli 
Eccl. 4. 13. For the good. eſtate of the 
Mind 'confiſts not in foreign, - but dome- 
{ſtick Poſſeſſions; nor in the riches of For- 
tune, bur of Grace and Vertue ; and Frup 
tion; cannot conliſt,.cither in the abuſe 


= 


of Temporal Things, or the depravation 


of our Nature, but in.the rue Cultivs 


tion and Improvement of the one, and | 


the right uſe of the other. 


appears on what account length of Days 


®. 
"14 


15- 2 great Bleſſing, whether conſidered 

FI” of with reſpec? to a furure Lite 
51t- in 1rs, ſelf ; If ;Life did confiſt in 
arthinels, tharis; theſeraping and rak 


- 


Jing, 


 Fowthly, Fromhence, Laſtly, it eaſily 
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od when ever the Revolutions of Times 
orfrades-ſhould pur a ſtop to the career 
efour Succeſs, and give a check to all 
wr-furcher Hopes and Projets, we 
hould+have nothing elſe to do bur to: 
mak off the Thred of Life; for what uſe 
auld-we'make of the remains of aur mi- 


nſuality, we ſhould have littlereaſon to 
kite to/{urvive-our youth and ſtrength, 


cut-live our Pleaſures, and ſhrink. and 
vither into dull, impotent, and contem- 


nereaſe and multiply with 'our Years, 
{nce Reaſon ought day by day to advance 
oa more perfe&t Maturity, and more 
alolute Authority : With the Ancient ts 


| niſdom, and in length of days underſtanding, 


ſob. 12:.12. And the paths of the Righteous 
oe like the ſhining light, that ſhineth more 
and more unto the perf day. A thorough 
kipcrience of rhe emptineſs and uncer- 
ainy'of rhis World, with a longer and 


wether ſms of Money, tis plain thar 
| liemuſt ebb and flow with our Fortune, 


kble:Days ! Or if Life did condiſt in. 


ad-length. of Days would-be: rather.a 
| Jurden'than a Bleſſing ;for we ſhquld:ſoon 


More intimate acquaintance with another, 
; D 4 ſhould - 


ptible chings. But if my Notion of Life - 
betwe, the Pleaſures and Joys of it muſt 


49 


Of the true Notion 


ſhould polleſs the Soul of this Man vith 


2 magnanimity thatnothing could 

witha tranquillity that nothing could Gi 
ſturb': 'The Cuſtom of' doing ok [7Y 
gether with the Peace and Delight Chat 
{pring from the Reflections en it,; ſhould 
make the current ' of '' his ARions ran 
ſmooth and calm ; his Obſervations on 
the Changes and Turns of Humane Af. 
fairs;'ithe Riſe and Declenſion of ' Parties 
and+ Cauſes, the: ſecret Springs''.and 
Wheels of the Paſſions of rhe Mind of 
Man, rogether with all the various Art 


| of managing them, do fill him witha fort 


of a Divine fore-knowledge, and enter- 
rain him with a wondrous: proſpect : And 
how happy muſt this Man be in himſelf} 
And how- much /honoured and revered 
by others, conſulred as an Oracle, -pro 
poſed as an Original of Goodnels, the 
abſolute Maſter of this World, and the 
immediate Heir of another ? Which is the 
ſecend thing. | 

_ Secondly, This is the only Notion of 


Life, which can . render it a Blefſing 1 in 


reference' to its influegce upon another; 
none bur rational Pleaſures, which are 
the Antepaſt of Heaven, ' can enkindle 


our Thirſt, or qualific us for the Enjoy- 
ment 


_ 


\ 


_— 
ag — 


i of Humane Life. 


nent of thoſe above ; nothing but the 
vikeand rational Employment of our Fa- 
mlties can prepare us for a Heaven, or 
_ | cxrtleis to it. Nay further; if Life had 
| rot this influence upon another World, 
| kageh' of days would -be an Injury; not 
Adrantage to us ; it would only-keep us 
fom our Heaven; delay and pur oft-our 
zppineſs ; but now, when according 
pthis Notion of Life,- every a of Lite 
boes//perfect our . Nature, enlarge «< 
_ and increaſe our Awpmaits.of 
Glty ; when every day that is added 


plife by rhe production of ſome new 


fuit, does add new. Stars to our.Crowns 
ofRighteouſneſs, and new "Treaſures to 
our heavenly Inherirance: Ir is evident 
that a /long Life is a great Bleſſing, not 

-on. its own Account, bur alſo of thar 
lik which we cxpe& hereafter. Bleſſed 
God! how conſpicuous is thy Goodneſs 
this whole contrivance 2 how cloſely 
adinſeparably haſt thou united Verrue 
ud Happineſs 2 and how natural is the 
acent from 2 rational Life here, to a glo- 
tops Life —— TIT 


SECT 
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'S Hey who handle Morals nicelyand 
_ | abſtractedly, ſeem to me to'forper 
the Nature of their Subject, - which re 
ires'to be handled after its own way, 
nat is; practically, and: if I might:{ 
ſay, grofly and corporeally ; for the Mix- 
ture and Variery, the Complicationand/ 
Confuſion, the Mutability and -Inconſtan- 
cy of Humane Afﬀairs and Atons, which 
are the Matter of Morals, arc notſubje 
to Rules of Art and {peculative Exatt- 
nels: and therefore, the I will follow the 
recaved Diviſion of Life into Adtive and 
Contemplative, as ſquaring —— | 
my Notion of it, yet T'would not be un- 
derſtood:ro deſign under theſe Heads, to 
treat of all the various kinds or ſtates'of 
Life; Ftouch niot the Military, che Sacer- 
dotal; rhe Scholaſtick-Life, nor do't here 
uſe the words Ative and Contemplative 
ſtrictly and nicely ; but by: cthefirſt 
underſtand any ſort of publick Life, and 
any ſort of private one by the laſt ; nor 
dd I mach concern my ſelf, whether = 


had -of a Trading or Negotiating, 
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= ad 


ik of a Trader or Artiſan be logically 
reducible under the one or the other; or 
whither it ought to conſtirure a;diſtinct 
adparticular kind of Life by its ſelf; 

accommodating my. ſelf to the nature 
f{hiogs;' and putfuingmy own defign, 


pidhour'any ſertipilons, Lad to words 


«fortns;:1 will diſcourſe /r/# of a-Civil, 


of a INE Ritired _ 
og/firſ in a Preliminary Chapter 

<h in general of the difitrence of 
n Attive pu Contemplative Life; and 


= Reaſons or Grounds which: ought to 


perailand determine Man in his neret 
of the one Or r other. 
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— 
$ $ 7-4 
+ y « | . 
* 8. : Q 


Ihe Conveniences and the Inconveniences 0 
the Attive and Contemplative Life. The 


 Htive more neceſſary. The ſeveral Grounds 


a which Men determine their Ghoice, that 
Fa Wntereft, Providence , Inolinativn, &c. 


[1 "HE, Felicity or Infeliciey of Man, 


E ding not -a little upot the 
ie be nakes of is Courſe of Life, i 


Of the true Notion 


is worth the conſidering, which of theſe 
rwoKinds, the Active or Contemplatie, 
is to be preferred. If they be comparedin 
themſelves, the Active ſeems to havemore 
in it of Glory, but alſo more of hazard; 
it ſeems. more ſerviceable to others; bur 


not ſo eaſie to a Man'sſelf : 'He therefore | 


that would render'each ſtate perfeR; and 
xemove the Inconveniences of each, muſt 
ftudy how to relieve the toil; and obyi; 
ate the hazard of the Active, andtopre- 
vent the barrenneſs and ingloriouſnels of 
the: Contemplative Life. 331K! 
..:But: which ſoever of theſe two: be the 
more excellent in ir ſelf, *tis- certain the 
Active Life is the: more neceſlary and 
indiſpenſiblero the well-being of Humane 
Society. Such is the Nature of Man- 
Kind, that being liable ro various Necel- 
ſities, it requires the various Relief of 
. manifold Aſſiſtances, to which every 
Man is: bound to contribute his ſhare: 
We:bave Minds that- muſt be cultivated, 
Bodies that muſt be provided for. The 
ſtate either of War or. Peace, hath-its 
ſeveral Wants, all which call for ſeveral 
Arts to. wage the-one, and enrich and # 
_ dornthe other; without theſe we ſhould 
find no Defence in: War, nor r_ 
CAcc; 
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"FO 
ace; without theſe Humane Life would 
gow wild and ſavage, and Humane Na- 
mewould: be uncultivated and unſocia- 
ble; without theſe our Houſes had {till 
ken Caves and Grots, our Food Acorns 
ad Water, our Clothing the Spoils of 


| Jaſts: Finally, wirhour theſe the ſpecu- 


ative Man would ſoon ſuffer thoſe Neceſ- 
fties which would convince him that he 
ned in-a World, and in a Body, which 
quired more at his hands than meer mu- 
ing and thinking, and would ſoon force 
im to/give over his Speculations for the 
more neceflary Enquiries of Food and 
Rayment: Or if he could be content with 
thatProviſion which Nature, unaided by 
Anand Induſtry, would yield him and 
theBeaſts of the Field, yer would he nor 
teableto promiſe himſelfthe continuance 
othis mighty Bleſſing; Without Laws 


diſturb his Muſings, Avarice and Violence 
yould invade his Walk, and drive him 
tom his lictle Cottage and Brook where 


tehad choſe his Retrear : For theſe, and 


{great many other Reaſons, the World 
tach enrolled the Aurhors and Inventors 
dLaws and Arts amongſt their Gods, 


4 


OP of 


andArms, the undiſciplin'd Rabble would 


athas gratefully recorded the Memories. 
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of allſuch as have .any way. contribute 
to:che Convenienceor Ornaments of fy 
mane. Life, as- the Benefactors of Mans 
kind : And Holy Writ it ſelf.has'nar het 
wanting to do Honour to all-fuch\y,for 
it has regiſtred the Names of ſuch as haye 


excell'd in any. thing beneficial - tithe 


Publick. rrne ©, VEIL 
Burt however this be, whatever be the 
Excellence and Advantage of an-Afive 


above a-Contemplative Life, eitherigon; 


ſidered in it :{elf, or with xeſpeRtio 8 
ſerviceablengeſs and uſefulneſs ito; the 


World, *tis certain that Men generally 
ſpeaking, are not determined to:theane 


' er to the other, by:theſe Conſiderations, 


bur by ſuch particular Circumſtances as 


often render that which is leſs excellent 


in its ſelf, more fit and proper for them} 
thus ſometimes Education trains Meniup 
(hall I ſay) or condemns them to a, pat- 


ticular kind of Life, and the -choice of 


others prevents the liberty of our own; 
ſometimes the ſolicitation of Friendsca- 
rics us againſt\the very bent and inclina- 
tion of Nature, and {ometimes a: lucky 
and unexpeRted Providence frees us from 
rhe trouble of perplexed Deliberation, 
and leads us on in methods whichM- 

| mane 
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ad Prudencecould not have contriv'd; 
har moſt commonly of all , we :take 
auſel from the nature of our ſtate, and 
tenccefiities'of our Fortune; how much 
xro-be deferred to cach of theſe, is a 
matter not caſte to be decided; againſt 
Keceflity we cannot diſpute, againſt the 
itations of Providence we ought nor, 
ihwe:have but good proofs of the one or 
theother : Buc ris tgo roo often, that 
weakneſs of Judgment or Courage makes 
geall char Neceſſity which is not, and 
theflattery of our Hopes makesus inter- 
per our Dreams or Fancies divine Augu- 
ties or Preſages. As to Friends and [n- 
reſt, I confeſs with the Ingenious Sir 
Hmy Wotton, that an expert Man does 


| naweaſily get up/into the Saddle by the 


help of a Stirrop, than a much ſtronger 
| ee yer it ought to be conf 
&red, thar the Man who is unequal to 
tieDeſigns of his Friends, renders their 
Ritronage very difficult, buthis own Life 
more. As 'to the bent or inclination of 
Nature, ſo mutable are the Tempers, or 
#kaſt the Fanciesof Mankind, that this 
8a Diſcovery not ſoon to-be preſumed 
Ki 1 or elſe I ſhould as foon adviſe to 
bl 


pones {elf ro this, as to any other 
Guide. 
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Guide. + The truth is, "the trueſt Mex 
ſures in this Enquiry are to be taken from 
a thorough knowledge of our {clves; and 
| of the different Courſes of Life-aboix I 
which we deliberate; but alas ! _—_ 
bur few whom a propitious Proyi 
has left.at liberty to'enter into thisDeli- | 
| beration, and fewer-:that are capable,of | 
| forming a true Reſolution-upowit :Lam | ! 
fure there is no Enquiry of Humanelife, | 
wherein there is more need of an-infallj. | © 
ble Guide; and therefore I would counſel | * 
the young to conſult. God in the firſt | * 
g 


place, and next the moſt ſage and expe 
rienced they can find out; for they ſtand 
in a place where many ways meet, and 
if they take the wrong, they will certait | * 
ly wander. far, and it may be never | - 
cover the right. And as to others, : who | * 
have ſtruggled long againſt Wind aw | 
'Tide, who have floted long uponthe | 
Billows of Vulgar Errors of their: om | i 
pom—_ Luſt and Fancies, they will-be 
appy, I think, if after long Experiens 
of their Folly, they make with all ſpeed | 
for Land, and take the firſt Harbout | i 
where they can ride in ſafety. [V 
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7 Cul. Life, or the Aftive 
id "Life of a Gentleman. Hoes 


, +. The Grnileimbe'i OMigations Fe 4 
"hot Life, from the onfider ation of what 
þ owes 16 God, to hjs Country, to himſelf: 
The Ave Life not Ioiuriods to the Gen- 
Uma + Pre-emittentt, Eiberty, Pleaſure: 
RE 2. The re _ 0 Fihe Civil ER, 
te the Know a, e and Vertues neceſſary 
0H fort of Life: The Conftancy requi- 
"Fu Thou the whale Courſe of the Gen- 
"Weman's, Life. Some Yucations from Bus 
Wir, « and ro what ends. 


| U Nets hich may hes "Men of 
| rh K and Fortune, - = d, erninent, nd 


tiey lic Faaray fo be me way or Siber 
win! and ſerviceable ro the World ; for 
in Yain'to ralk of the Knowledge and 
Fettue neceſſary to rt and adorn a 
Cinl Life 3 to ſuch as perſwade them- 
ry that they 8 are borti only to follow 

E their 


OO O—— 


=” 
_— —_— 


= _——— 
—H—— >. ——_ 


_—<G t_< 


ERASER 2 7 


— = -——_——c Ez — == 
NE hey IT = <a S 
D z 5 SI as 


A 


_y D— We 


= ESSE 
—=— = 


SET == -« 
AACR 


TO mpearnn— —omee 


— 


— —==————_ 


— ERS Ee AS; ooens 


A, 

|; 
i 

{4 LL. 

p 

li 


b= Of the.true Notion 


cheir own Humour and Fancy ; and tha 
it is the Prerogative of ; their Birth and 
Fortune to be idle, ignorant, and looſe, 
2Sr&, x. This:then-is the firſt thing 
would fain make Gentlemen. ſenſible 
that they cannot without impardonahl 
Guilt and Reproach, waſte and foola 
their Life _ Fortune; and I thi pi 
would not be yery hard to effeR, if Ki 
would pleaſe to make. bur. a. roy 
Reflechion upon the Arguments There an 
$0 them... You. owe more to God, [i 
and to your Country, not to.add to your Ji 
ſelves,..th6 that-be rrue.roo in a.prope Ju 
{cnſe,; than any, others do. To. Gods 
ro. his Providence. you owe it, 'that:ya 
were born to thoſe Fortunes whichc cr 
_ for ; that you are the Maſters of tha Ju 
which others are. forced to, wo. i 
Do Wants and Neceſlitics, an oY | 
| =_ are placed-ar; firſt in thoſe ts ''M |. 
ow heighrs which others climb. to.by {is 
ws and tedious ſteps; your Guilt thers ith 
fore is greater than jk mean Man is a& Ji 
-pable of, while yau.invade the, 15 
.of that God, from whom alone you derixe [lg 
;yours; while 32u.dethrone: 7 Hin whall ah 
raiſed you,and etuploy all your: Hb ad 
. Treaſure again, bþ that Bein 8 from whom Jud 
you 4: 


ww. 
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| gs them; no Ingratitude, no 
ery. .or Baſeneſs like that of. a Fa- 

ite and Confident. And as you owe to 

bed gc do you to your Country, more 
en; youare they who ſhould 

bop ort and Ornament of it; 3 you 
ced in higher Orbs, not that like . 
,-your ominous blaze ſhould be 


= azc and terrorof the Mulritude, but 


2 Stars you might lighten and 
wake, animate and impregnate the 


bi eWorld; for you, like them, ſhould 


Ke 2n inlarged Proſpect, a ſwift and - 


"0 ſtant Motion, a bountiful and benign 
he ence : If your Vertues do not more 


ſhyou from the Crowd than your 


ortun , you are expoſed, not honour- 
, by the eminence of your Station, 
{id you debauch and betray your poor 


[Sx by your Sin and Folly, which 
W ſarExample, your Wiſdom, your Cou- 


2, and your Bounty, with all thoſe 
r great. Vertues which Perſons of 


rRank ſhould ſhine with, ſhould pro- 
ttand enrich, and raile to the higheſt 


| utation of Vertue and Power. Mile- 


emuſt that Kingdom be, whoſe rich 
Rn Ones, are as much more im- 
ty wicked, as they are more fortu- 

E 2 nate 
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nate than other Men ; 'when they, whok' | 
Example ſhould awe the-Vitious, coritt! | 
bute not a little ro' corrupt the Vertuoyy | 
part'of it, and to debauch the very Ge | 
nius' and Spirit of the Nation : When {| 
they, who ſhould be Patriots of thei 
Country, inſtead of being Men of Trays [] 
andReading, of Abilities apd Expericn, Ji 
of Honour and Activity, OY It 
in Eſſences and Perukes, Game-houlk' I 
and Stews, and have ſo far loſt the Quy. I 
lities of a Gentleman, that they" at 


\ 


mzaner, falfer, and cowardlier'than the 
lowelt of the People ; thoſe muſt indeed | 
be ſtrange Courts, Connſels, Parliamenti, | @ 
Armies which are filled and influencedly | 
ſuch as theſe; that muſt be a wrerchdl I: 
A 


State where Men make their Courth 
Debauchery, and know no other'Pol| 
ticks, than what an inveterate "Averſian | | 
ro the National Government and Cor|Þ 
ſtitution, or a more inyeterate one toR> | | 
ligion and Vertue ſuggelt. JI 

But if your Country moye you not, 
conſider yet what you owe your ſelves; | 
Idleneſs'is both a Reproach and Burdeq;JiM 
for what can be morediſhonourable, that] 
to be good for nothing ; or more itk-| 
ſome to an aRtive Nature, ſuch as Mans|'#: 
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x/than: to have nothing..to employ.ir 2 
Mhat can be-more: ſhameful, than for a 
| yalchy,. or well-born-Man, to be the 


—_ 


por ſport of his Country, or the in- 
wd-fcorn even of -his Domeſticks and 
Neighbours 2 And what can be a'greater 
Jheue, than for one. who is Maſter: 'of 
{ls whole Time, and of an ample For- 
ane, not to know: how to imploy the 
me or the other, bur in ſuch Courles as 
knd co the Diſgrace of his Family, ' the 
Jain. of his Country, and the Damnari- 
| #of his Soul > 70% ought roo, to remem- 
& that great Fortunes do generally 
mack Men out for great Troubles, as 
Nell as great Enjoyments; and” were 
tae no other Motive to a vigorous and 
ative Life, bur this one, thar it did for- 


a+ 


&; this ſhould be ſufficient roany Man, 
#howill bur conſider ro how many Chan- 
#5-and Revolutions, how many : Diſ- 
Ners.and Miſchiefs a great Fortune ren- 
&s Men obnoxious, fo: that when Men 
Kd. not yer entertained-the Opinion of 
Me-unlawfulneſs of Self-murrher, Poiſon, 
# appears from Livys Refleftion on 
Wſaniſſa's Preſent ro his Miſtreſs, was 
part of the Domeſtick Proviſion of 
—_ 3 the 
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te the Courage, and harden the /Fem- 
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of the Families of the Great, and a Bi 


ſon-Bearer ſeems to have been almoſtys 
natural an Office as a Cup-Bearer. 


' The Sum of all is, Gifts of Fortin, 


like-thoſe of Grace or Nature, as 
capacitate and .qualifie, ſo do they & 
ſign/and oblige Men to ſuirable Duties; 
. and -Chriſtianity 'expects Increaſe pre- 
portionable to Mens Talents. ©: Not Idle 
. neſs and Luxury, not Ignorance and De 
 þauchery, bur Knowledge and Vertue 
and; more eminent degree of Service 
to God and Man; ought to be the diſtin 
\tive:Character of ' the Rich and Great, 
(for how ſhould that be the Privileds: 
-of an illuſtrious Birth and ample Fortune, 
| which-is a ' Reproach and Diſhonourt 
Humane Nature? ) Theſe are the Abil: 
ties that conſtitute Gentlemen truly great, 
..that make them the Props 'of a- ſinkin 
. State, or the Stars'and Glories ofa flow 


riſhing-one ;/ this is that which rhe Safey 


. and/Glory of your Country,-'and' you 
own Happineſs. and /Poſterity 'demanda 
your Hands; :and happy were it, if tht 
. Laws and Cuſtoms of our-Counitry,”s 
- once-thoſe of the: beſt 'conſtitured King 
: doms' and GCommonwealths, 'did' exat 
. Vertue- and Induſtry with the greatel 

, CIOs = ©. mn 
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1. | jour, and puniſhed Idleneſs and Riot 
-- | Nor has any one reaſon to complain, 

| tytto'oblige the Gentleman to: an active 
ad+ induſtrious - Life, is ro debaſe- his 
wlicy, or to invadeihis Liberty, much 
6-to:rob him of all the Pleaſures and 
Krantages he is-bornto ; 'on: the quite 
toatrary, an active Vertue is the Honour 
oa Gentleman ; this is the only ſolid 
foundation the Love:and Eſteem- of his 
Country: can be built on; all other Ad- 
tapes:of Fortune do-but adornhim as 
#Papeanr, to be the ſport and gaze of the 
Crowd, 'and all that have ſenſe-enough 
widiſtinguiſh berween - Merit and ; For- 
nite, will inwardly deſpiſe the:Fool and 
Sugeard, whatever-Courtſhip and Com- 
plement they may+< make ro the Eſquire 
ad'Landlord. And as Buſineſs-can be 
wdimunition of his Honour, . ſo neither 
anit be of his Liberty ; for nor to inſiſt 
up that great Truch, Thar the Service 
Vertue is the only Freedom or Liberty 
& Man; not to mind you, that -the 
Buſineſs of Men of Wealth and Birth is 
Always a matter of Choice not Neceſlity, 
they being ever in a Condition to retire 
'Fhen they ſhall judge their Privacy and 
1h E 4 Leiſure 
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'Leiſure:more valuable than their -Employ- 
ments.;./ this -one- ſingle Confideratin 
cannot: bur filencethis:Suggeſtion,” That 
-no 'Man- is leſs Maſter ;of himſelf a 
:Fims;:: than the Man! that has: an. atvple 
Fortune _ eva was for 7a, is. 
ways-expoled to'!the: Forms an X 
SER 4 the-Humours-and. Sonia 
'oba number of People:as idle and igne- 
'rant a$himſelf ; and I: think there canhe 
;no'Servitude ſo: wretched, as that to-Lis 
xury and Vanity, nor any 'Confinement 
or Attendance ſb tedious as a compliance 
with the Folly, with + the Trifling:and 
| Loofnefs of the-World:; 'but Buſinets gt 
| a times a comely Excuſe, and neyerfail 
| fg g a Man handfomly'in poſleſlin 

s::Laberty;, ahd: the: diſpolal of: bi 
| Own- Time and Actions. + - 

}But-of all the-Aſperſions with Vi 
Addreſſes of this Kkigd are wont -to be-af 
faulted; there'is none more palpably.uþ 
jurious than«this, That to condemn'1 
Gentleman to Bulineſs; 'is to: rob hin of 
- his Pleaſares; for the Truth is, tis Buſs 
nels and Imployment thax gives guſtand 
, reliſhito Pleaſure ; *ris this: that prevents 
the Diſcaſe of Pleaſure, Surfeit and Satie 
\ ty; and makes: Diverſion: always no, 
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ad; Nature always vigorous ; tis true 


deed, a rational and manly Employment, 
ſoniſes and forrifies the Mind, that it is 
ave being a Slave to Senſual Pleaſure, 
w6-{o entertains it, that it needs not 
make vitious and ſinful Pleaſure a Refyge 
qginſt the duineſs.and_nauſcouſneſs of 
{ life: Bur after all, cho all chis be true, 


{ there is' 0ne conſideration more impor- 
ane ſtill, which is, that the Buſineſs of a 
Gentleman, if diſcharged as it ought to 
gis always attended with Pleaſure, and 
tata-more brisk and fenſfible one. than 
kecan find in any thing elſe ; for whe- 
terhe protect the Oppreſſed, or oppoſe 
fteViolent and the Unjuſt by his Power, 
wither he ſteer the - Ignorant and the 
vinple-ro their Harbour, by his Wifdom, 
«relieve the Neceſſity of the Poor by his 
Valth, - whether he ſupport a ſinkipg 
end,” or- raiſing a deſerving Creature; 
Mether he aſſere rhe Authority of Laws, 
ud maintain the Rights of his Country ; 
a word, 'wherher he aſſiſt the Publick 
fthePriyate by his Fortunes, his Abili- 
| #80rYertues; all theſe Works have ſome- 
ing in them ſo grear, 'ſo generous, that 
Annot þut think the Opportunities and 
ſapacities of theſe the nghelf Pejviledges 
WEE 57 i 68 ets FN: ee Ine 
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and ' Prerogatives of a Fortunate Bir, 
It was' the Sabbath, the reſt "of Gy, 
when he beheld all his Works, that the 


were exceeding good ; nor can I belieq 
God took more pleaſure in the Creatiqn 1 
than he does in the Preſervation-and Go. | 
vernment of the World : How plea | 


then muſt be the Refletions upon thele {, 
God-like Works ; for tho this be nott 1 


create a new World, it is certainly" to [| 


imbelliſh, goyern, and ſupport the old [| 
There is little reaſon to imagine why the | 
Works of Vertue ſhould procure: ther |; 
Aurhors leſs pleaſure than thoſe of Fane, | 
Wit, and Learning do theirs. Why 'the | 1 
Poet ſhould feel a bigger Joy riſe froma | ; 
witty Poem, the Painter from a well & | 
niſhed” Piece, the Architet from a wel | j 
contrived Building, the Scholar froma | y 
juſt and regular Diſcourſe, than a Get | © 
tleman' ſhould from the happy and ho | 
nourable Effects of Wiſdom, ' Couragy, | y 
Bounty, and Magnanimity ; theſe fur | 


_ are the greater Excellencies, and as tht | 


Original is more noble, fo is the lr | 
too ; for certainly to preſerve the Livs| 


and Fortunes of Men, is much mor | 


than to make rhen ſeem to live in'ime | 4 
gery ; to raiſe a Family, is _—_— yi 
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1" t6 contrive and build a Houſe; to 

{the hungry, clothe the naked, and 
allhally diſperſe the Clouds and Sorrows 
ofthe Aﬀlicted, by-a preſent and vigo- 
wis remedy, is much more than to 
mar-the Fancy of the ſoitand vain ; and 
hone word, actually to compoſe rhe 


Jiiſion 


y 
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s, allay the Heats, govern the 
wperuofities, and reſtrain the Exorbj- 
tacPaſſions of Men by the force of Laws, 
bf the influence of Example, and thar 
Jithoriry and Aſcendant which the For- 
tines and Abilities of rhe great Ones give 
tiem over rheir Inferiors, is in my Judg- 
menta much more ſignal Service to God 
and Man, than ir can ever be to debate 
a Gontroverſie with the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
ing Judgment, or write an Exhortation 
With warmth and briskneſs. 
- Having thus demonſtrated that Per- 
fans of Rank and Fortune lie under many 
and ſtrong Obligations to aQivity in 
lieir Sphere, and confuted thoſe Obje- 
Wons which are commonly oppoſed a- 
Jnſt ir,'T will proceed ro lay before 
Mem, with all due 'reſpet, ſuch Rules 
# may guard them againſt that Envy 
Und Danger, that Toil and Diſcontent 
Vaich uſually accompanies the —_— 
| a 
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of rhe Great, as Dirt, or Duſt, or Hex 


that of their Chariots; and which on the 


other ſide, may render their AGTs 


great inſtrument of. their, Felicity ; for] 
would not that ſuch as are the common 
Patrons .and Benefactors of Mankind, 


ſhould meer with no other recompence but 
trouble and hazard ; as if, like Cloudz 
"they could not refreſh. and impreg 


nate 
the Earth, unleſs they were themlclyg 
diſſolved ' and waſted into ſhowers ; | 
would have every worthy Action, bean 
Acceſſion to their Greatneſs, and eyey 


honourable Performance carry with ita 


Reward, which ſhould not depend upm 
the humour of the Prince, or leyity:df 


- 


the People. 


Sect. 2. Rules to be ol ferved by the Ges 
theman in a publick Station, or in oat 


1. He muſt beendow'd with Xnowleay, 
2. With Yertues proper and necellat 
to his Rank and Station. , 
3- He ought to be conſtant, reſolyed, 
* and vigorous throughout the wholt 
Conduct and Copurle of his Liſe and 
0 NT Re Re Tone 
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Þ His Time ought nor to beſo whol- 
oy taken up in Buſineſs,” as not to 
Mee Vacancies for Kligin, Meds 
*iaion, Frieniſtip, and Diverſion.” 
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ſhere is no Fortune that Xrowledge ber- 


ol or Inftftiment of anothers Ambiti- 


fat, or the Property ' of an imperious 
Mike, or wanton Child, or which is 
watſe, of ſome crafty Rerainer, who 


435% 


ys impudent' with the Favour, rich 


ith the Spoils, both of the Honour and 
fortune of his Maſter : The beſt rhar 
an befal ſuch a one is, if he haye the 
mod luck to light into good hands, and 
on himſelf with a right Party, he may 
tethe Apendage of ſome others Fortune, 
te Shade and Umbra of another,' who 
"Fa the Smiles and Thanks due to 
Im; he may, ina word, talk anda& by 


, 
» 


© STAT Yon k f 2 oy SOT. 
"Frf, Of the Gentleman's Xnowleage. 


x becomes, or that ſtands more in need. 
ſit, than'a Gentleman's ; withour it an. 
thite is rather cumberſome than uſeful, 
ad the ignorant Owner muſt be the 


mor Intereſt, the Prey of a menial Ser- 


the Senſe and Reaſon of his Party. This 


82 poor and contemptible Condition to. 


a Man of Birth and Fortune, to be inca- 
; pable 
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Of the true Notion | 


pable of imploying or improving the 4d: 
vantages he is born to, and to be only 
the Prey or 'Tool of the Cunning, Aw 
rice, Ambition, and impotent Paffions of 
others ; -of at beſt, the Inſtrument of x 
wiſer Man ; for the Wiſe is born to nl 
the FO... ut noir on af 
. Noris this all; the Gentleman's Ton 

rince is ſo much the more worth T 
proach, becauſe he appears to_be Bom 
to greater Opportunities of Knowledge, 
as he that ſtands upon a_more , emunent 
height does naturally. enjoy a maxe. free 
and open proſpet;. +... 

But what is worſe than all this, 4P# 
trician Fortune joined with a Plebgian 
Underſtanding, renders a Man not more 
liable to ſuffer Miſchief, than apt td 
commit it; for if the Man have much 
Paſſion, and no Underſtanding, as Wealth 
is apt to inſpire Men with Pride and Wik 


7 
py 


F1 
= 4d hg 


fulnefs, tho it cannot with Wiſdom, what 


can be expeRed from ſuch a Perſon, who 
hath powet enough to execute his Paſle 
ons, and no reaſon to reſtrain them ! 
who looks upon it asa Contumely to be 


oppoſed, and tho he hath no ſenſe bim- 


ſelf, is too big to hear it from another | 
What can ſitch a Man be but a as 
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bimſelf and others.!. and what can, his 
Fealh.and Intereſt be, bur reſiſtleſs, In- 
fnmentsof Evil ! Itis thenindiſpenſfibly 
ary, as well for the avoiding Evil 
doing good, that the great Man be 
-— with a good Underſtanding... 
- The firſt rhing he ought __ well 
uqminted with is Religion, as the only 
furce of ſolid Wiſdom, and the main 
gound of a juſt and laſting Repuration ; 
jor. indeed can I fee how a Man can be 
mſiderable without. ir ; for tho baſe 

require baſe Inſtruments in all other 
Caſes, 1 ſee not how either - Prince or 
ſeople can truſt thoſe Men who are falſe 
God and themſelves : "Tis ſcarce to 
beapeRted, that he who Sacrifices: his 
Religion and his Reaſon, that is, himſelf 
bany Luſt or Paſſion, ſhould be nice 
om of giving up a remoter In- 
reſt or. Obligation to it. But when TI 


ky the Gentleman ſhould be acquainted 


vith Religion, I do not mean that he 
hould perplex or amuſe himſelf with the 
diſputes that have debauch'd, or Subtle- 
tes and Nicetics which have diſpirited 
Tenervated Chriſtianity ; I would have 
im haye ſo much illumination'as to be 
#le to diſtinguiſh berween Natural Re- 
(tb HE | ligion 
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ligion and the Politicks, Reyealed Ri 
gion and the Phanſies and Whifnſies'e 
Man : 1 would have him thoroughlyix 
ſtructed in the Reaſons and - Graunds'sf 
our common Chriſtianity, and ſtudy'ant. 
ruminate them till he feel the'powerv 
them, and' find himſelf formed\afid in» |' 
preſſed by them. He underſtands'Rgls 

gjon well,” who learns from it whatitis 
to'be juſt, and derives from it Courage 
enough to dare ro'be'fo. T ſhould'think 
it a neceſſary part of this Knowledge 
or ar leaft a good Accompliſhmerit wa | 
Gentleman, to be ſo far acquainted'wih : 


” 


Eccleſiaſtical Story; asnor to be ignoraiit 
what influence Religion, or the Pretend 
of it has upon the World, and whit” 
cunning Men have ever made of it; by 
what Degrees or what Arts the Maxis [4 
of the World have been incorporated intd [* 
Religion ; and the Church hach- wound 

and infinuared it {elf into the State. 'Thi |} 
you will diſcern what the true Meaſure [® 
of Religion are, you' will haves juſt 3 
ard for wiſe Conſtitutions without'Þs |4 


gottry ; you will free your {elves fell | 
all thoſe Doubts and Scruples which 


in Atheiſm and Prophaneneſs'; and, "nh lo 
word, you will find Religion the true | 
Standard | 
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ird 'of Wifdom and Diſcretion ; 
#tual Inſtrument of private and 
ubliek Good, 'and' the infallible Guide 
*Next' to the XAnowltdge of Religioti, 
lows the Anowledge of the World , 
; {iflich may be divided into the Know- 
; {ike of 'Matters and Men, which is (0 
ellary in evety part, in every a of 
lik, bur eſpecially of a publick -one, 
WT cannot bur wonder ar the vanity 
1as can fancy it poſſible ro main- 


ina folid Repurarion in their Country, 
adfill any Sration honourably or hap- 
iy without it. - The confidence of an 
Imperick, or orher ſuch wretched Pro- 
os and Undertakers, ſeems to me 
odeſty and Virtue, compared to the 
laneleſneſs and wickedneſs of ſuch men 
obtrude chemſelves upon Afﬀairs of a 
d {/blick Nacure, unſtudied, unyerſed, in 
; [ings of Men, that is, totally unquali- 
& 199; which whioever conſiders the diffi- 
; [Aly of managing them well, or the miſ? 
+ [&fous conſequences of mifcarrying ir 
= *", muſt confeſs. Ler the Gentleman 
' {irefore ſtudy. rhe Laws and Conſtiru- 

fl Ws of the Realm, irs Changes and 
we [Yolutions in their Cauſes, Progreſs, 
F and 
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ihe and Effects, its Nacural and P i 


\ es... 


Strengths and Weakneſſes 


Excellencies, together. with its Fongn 
Intereſts, Relation. and: Dependancigg 
nor let hin be. Why ignorant of, 

Frame and Polity of other Kingdams, 
ch he. ought to. be beſt. verſed ingy | 
own ; he muſt travel abroad, but dyel 
at home; for I would have him. haves {| 
Veneration , not Superſtition, for hg {| 
Laws and Cuſtoms of his-own Country; 
for I doubt the, Wiſdom, of our own Ng 
tian is not . great cnough to juſtitic th 
negle, much leſs conrempt. of that 
Foreign Ones; and becauſe what. the 
call the Law of Nature is only the Lay 
of right Reaſon, in thoſe great Preceps |: 
of it, which ſeem immutable and invwe [h 
lable, andthe ſame in all Times andPly | 
ces; He ought not to be a ſtrangely I 
this, leaſt being ignorant of the tm I 
Grounds of Humane Society, and of. tot Il 
Nature and Obligation of particu | 


Laws ; every new Emergency, ls 
or Deviation, from the common Road [i 
diſcover his Inſufficiency 3 for n ha In 
ſcrable rhing to ſee how, through Wſk 
ſimplicity and weakneſs of ſome, awd | 
the ſubtlety and cunning of others a , 

whic 


t5 
Wh 


— 


lh. 


iq” Humane T2 ' 


G7 


, are often made cir 
i Fol etters 3. and thoſe lick 
nh eras ay were deſigned to 
be n fortifie the Conſtitution, 
_ moſt fatal Engines of under- 
widg and ſubverting ir. I have obſeryed 
1 : Xe would be excellent Perſons in 
eur :agd calm tate of Affairs, that 
anieably perplexed, and at a loſs, of 
mehedly abuſed or impoſed upen in a 
ed and unſettled one ; likes Pers 
| [inof my Acquaintance, who rides well 
incloled and narrow Roads, bur hee 
ES: to im, and her Heart to 
en Downs and Plains. __ 
* Agr all, char I may nor ſcent; to. be 
rae rather of Speculation than Acti- 
ng to have _ ſuch an Extens 
i | nes ge, as if I were recom- 
us Inading rather a Life of Study than of 
Ws fſneſs,] muſt pur you in mind,tharthe 
bl Wipe of this Get of Learning ought to 


== 2.5 = 5 oo t=% ” &* -. 3 R-@R.| 


| [W.gor Diſpurative : That Curioſity or 
} [pence in Matters minute, or ſubtle, 
iu _ in it of Amuſement than Ule, 
#|Wthat to lay rhe Foundation too deep 
W jad broad,does "4 quit thecoſt; and, 


| Ro men Wiſe, not Subtle; Judi- 


an Meh. Eat. 
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in a wotd, it ſcems”to'me to be in Policy, 


| bur the regulation'of his own'Aﬀettions, 


as'in Religion; he'ts the moſt prudenr 
who beſt underſtandsthe particularLayy 
or Precepts of his particular Station,as he 
is the moſt Religious who is beſt Learned, 
not in the univerſal Scheme of Theology, 


and the-condut of this own Life, 
* But iivain does he'ſtudy Things who 
knows not Men, for Man is che Taft 
ment of Power and Policy, and whoere | 
knows how to manage and gain an Af 
cendant over him, 'is the moſt coaſiders || 
ble in his Country, and able to do'the | 
preateſt Miſchief, or the greateſt Good: { 
But when I talk of knowing Men, I mean | 
not only fuch -a knowledge of particular 
Perſons 'as may inſtruct you what t [| 
hope, 'or what to' fear from them, what |? 
Imployments or Truſts they are fit « 
t 
a 
l 


unfir for ; and, in a word, who are'prope |; 
or improper Inſtruments in different A |; 
fairs, Times and Circumſtances; whoar 
fir to be the Partners of your Plealurs |? 
and Diverſions, who of your Confidete F 
ces and Secrets, and ſuch like ; bur als} 
the knowledge of Humane Nature toe I 
rhoroughly read in all the Springs | 
Reſorts of Humane Actions, in all 


o 
1 


ve | 
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> | iousPailions and Diſcaſes of the Mind 
© [«Man, wich all their Cauſes and: Cures, 
adto;be able to diſtinguiſh the genuine 
and natural; trom the acquired and artifi- 
alPerſon ; and becauſe nor ſingle Per- 
kns only, but Times/and Ages, Nations; 
(ites;: and- leſſer Bodies /and Societies, 
ure their:: particular /Temper” and "Ge- 
ws, theſemuſt nor be neglected neither, 
lis is:the Knowledge; which together 


Lis.the-yery Life! and Soul: of worldly 
Iydence, [and makes up the beginning, 
ajddle;and:end of true Policy ;- burafter 
a, both with reſpe&to the Publick,and a 
Mans own Good;-thatought co be aRule 
vr the! Man: of: Butoeſs: which St: Paul 
pulcribes; for 1a Biſhop, /Le# him firſt lan 
bin”. bis: own Houſe cell; i He thai will 
&traly:wile,” ſhouldkhow himſefcfirit, 


in to a 


2 


3 = 


id-degin-rhe practicejof 'his Poligicks in 
ys Family, and:in rhe ſerriement 
w due 2dminiſtrariori'of his Domeſtick 
x | birsscin which; if the -cannor ſucceed, 
he [\uſk:;canfels:I cannor ſee what: Encou- 
4 [gement+ cither Prince: or People can 

[We to: confide. in ſuch: a one; for;ithe 
Morders. ot Diflipations 'of a -priyate 
a Fors 


28 


jih/a: dexrrous Uſe and: Applicatioii-of 


ee he: ;goes abour ito know the.World, 
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” undertake it, but che meet hope 
paiting -his private Dilapidaromn vich 
the. Stones arid Timber of the Publick, / 
Bur. after all, how neceſſary; ſoever] | 
account Knowledge in a Gentlethan ay. 
ged: in an ARtiye Station, bras I cat; | 
ur obſerye; thar-whether we T | 
Publick 'or the Private, Wickedne by | 
ever beet. more fatal and diſh Jl 
both, than Ignorance; 'and all Te | 
Th ſuffered more” in- the: hands of th 
Falſe and'the Baſeprhan of the Unita | 
Vnſufficieot: 'Fherefore: | 
TN Eempds | 
nc With \ elpecial [ 
[whigh: become! his \Rani all * Srutiod. | { 
Koowledge io-duat ther of\'Vetmns [1 
.Btd Jike'rhatynit only: gots and putrifis [4 
2 2 of ta ro: pres cellene:ta Jl 4 


-Vertvc,.cither arge! ot's 
One: ton, another ou! re F: 
-Vigilance, andi{o.on; thete beif) 
you Office or a4 which/is'. 
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: ticular -[nconveniencies and 
IT Bur it being impoflible' for 
ue proſecute all rheſe, 5 will only-in- 
torn ewo! or: three which are eſſential 
wall tcue-GreatnelS'and Honour; and, if 
[am not- much miſtaken, to a happy and 
aſperous - diſpatch. af all Affairs, : I am 
weit6\.clie Security and Felicity of the 
kblick and: —_ _ are Os 
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;Senſe;. as if [the Genrle- 
| nitted himfelf of aDuc well 
wy there-were:atly plauſible 
Rice/to- excuſe a Violation or Qr 
G fir ak if he were tozegard more what 
Wok mg a n what Honour 
' him t03-a0nd by Honour, I 
an the Teſtimony: -of his qwn Conr 
— concerning. his dilige 
al Enquiries after the-right, and 
/ in purſuing i ir; for I would not 
ro.do righr,rather out of 
*X "lafay; than love.of Vertue. 
= word: of a Getitleman ought tobe 
d and unmoveable. as. Fare, ſacred 


F.4 and 
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and inviolable as the Alrar. Contrad, 
and Evidences, and Seals ; and Oarthy, 
were deviſed ro tie Fools, ' and Knaye, 
and Cowards : Honour: and Conlciente 
arcthe more firm and-facred Ties of Gen; 
tlemen,'/' Nor muſt this Honour extend: 
only to private Dealings, hut much-mare 
to publick;; in which;. "good God}:how: 
comely,. how noble; is it to ſee Integrity 
rriumphing over Intereſt-'and Paſhon? 
To 'fee a greariiMan preferritig Truth 
and Juſtice to tlie. Favour or Menacesiof 
Princes, and readily.quitting}all Intereſly 
and all Parties, to:{upport the publick 
Safety and:Honour, or:fall: with it; But 
as Heroick: as I wouldhave rhe: (Gen: 
tleman; I would nothave: him yainzil 
would not have him'led or impaſed-ups 
on: by empty Noiſe and Names; 4: wauld 
have lim: love a good Name, bur much 
more a.good\ Conſcience, far I would ha 


him asJudicious as:Reſfolved, as 1Bright. 


and Luminous as.Brave-and inflexible; 
for -1 adgnre-not-an lategrity: that: bids 


defiance to Prudence;and-right Reaſon; 


I love: a ſteaddy i Faith-and unmoyeabl 


Juſtice, bur: not Romance: and Faney ;/1 
would haye a greatMan not inſenſihleof4 


difference. berween Loyalty and Slavery, 
770 berwea 


{4 
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rewceh Tyranny.and Anarchy ; and in 
the-fame-manner he muſt be able rq.di- 


anda; ſtupid-Infufficiency, and want of 
{ary Addreſs and Dexterity ;, with- 
ourfuch:a: competency of Knowledge,all 
will be-butFolly,nor Integrity ; Vanity, 
weCoaſtancy.: As there' is an Integrity 


ly; bur alſo: in an-ingenuous openneſs 
Meetdont,tloudines and ambiguity 


ems ro» me.-rather' fit-4o diſguiſe 1gno-. 


alce:or}Deſign, than 'to_pourtray or 
expres: the-Sentiments of a. wiſe..or an 
uptighe- Mind yeriin:Words, as welliag 
Deeds,rhere is an Extream ; th0/frankneſs 
awd-generous. Air, become.a Gentleman, 
would nat have Freedom violate.Diſcre> 
tion, nor-Simplicity 'and Opennels leſſen 
Greatneſs ;;,too many, and wide Aper- 
res, if they. add Beauty, do certainly: 
Uminiſh the ſtrengrh of a-Building,. |; | 
*condly,;The next-Vertue-belceming 
aGentleman, is Magnazimity.; By which 
Ido: nat . mean an empty Tumor, , bug 
blid Greatneſs of Mind, which ought to 
dikoyer ir-;ſelf in eyery. Inſtance of his 


nAdion;::{o is there in Speech £00, It 
ems:r0/ me not to..confiſt in bare Truth: 


adopcuneſs in Conyerfatian, like.a free. 


ſtigpuiſh/berween 2 Serpentine Subtlery, 


Lite ; 


— 


— 


l 
#1 


— —— 
ar 


—_— 


no I LI DAT St STS Jn _— ROY Xl WON 4 FP RO VE TISIE A _ cm 
Ne a nt en ens III nn. noon — aura A -- a0 PRs DTS © —» -z a o m_ = 3D = T EE = 
> SI DEC > re R——_—_ —_ —__— —_ —— _— —— SS —_ i m_ - —_ 
: af Ae —_—— — _ —_ —_ — 
- A—_— D s : a - -- Ie — = femme 
_ _—_ - a — SI : Sk SE — a Y ES 


S -< IE? "OO = EZRA A =y Lo —_ - 42 
- 5 &- w— = & 


—— ConE— 


it not enough 
with moderation, unleſs: he bear his Sne- 
ceſs fo too: I count it not enough ty 
encounter Dangers with Courage, ualeſs 
he encounter his Pleaſures wich as great; 
and in a word, there ought to be ſome- 
thing even in- his Diverſions and Erter- 
tainments, as well as in his Buſineſs and 
Employment, that may ſpeak the —_ | 
of his 


and wealth, and- ſelf-ſufficiency 
Mind. You'lcafily conclude this with: 
me, if you allow' theſe two: or three 
Things to be eſſential co. true Greatneſs 
of Mind ; an invincible Courage.-and 
—o—_ ;Aa rm rh ere ARi- 
vity ;-and an enlarped and publick Spi- 
__ which you cafhinot but nas 
you think rhat the Coward and: Slave, 
che Sluggard or 'Sot, che Sordid and 
Selfiſh, niay be reckoned 'among(t the 
Mapgnanimous. But what Principle, what 
_ Foudarion, is able to ſupport fo mighty 
a Weight> Natural Courage -may make 
+ Man brave Danger, or: if | that will not, 
Ambition may; while it preſents him 


with-a more fortnidable Evil-if the tuco 
his Back upon the other ; bur what ſhall 
| make the M; 


in his 
"Tri 


ai modeſt arid humble 
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— 
no | hs, who' was gallant and daring 
@ Fight? Paſſion 'and Revenge” may 
mke Men firm and fierce in their Con- 
ofitions, but what can 
e ' when he o in'a 
Condition to revenge an Thjury * The 
luſt of Power, and Honour, Kr ealrh, 

tar is,Self-love may render a Man active 
nd induſtrious ; hut whar is ic thar can 
fevail wich him to Sacrifice his ow 
Intereſt, and his ' Family's, 'to- prblien 
Good? - Honout has 

thought the moſt likel Rock ie 

his. 1 muſt confel? a Breaſt inte 
thec with love of Honour, ſeems to me 
iapable of any mean or baſe Impreſ- 
$6; but then the' Notion {bf 'Hotiour 
'th be juſtly ſtated ; for if by this, 
underſtand the Siniles and Courrfhipe 


of ' the Grear, of "the. Praiſes and, Accla- 


i. of 'the People, ir had heed be in 
ed Titnes; aw Courr,and a modeft 


ſople + * I doubr there is not Judgment 


in the People, nor Plainneſs and 


hp city enough 11 Courrs,ro give Men 


and Actions a true value ; and therefore, 
i 'z'Man would propoſe Honour as the 

eward' of his Actions, it ought to be 
tht which conſifts' in che Approbarion 


of 
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of ſuch: who are able, and difintereſſe 
Judges; a miſtake. in this point-is often 
of very ill conſequence,, and .petyerts 
the whole Courſe of Humane Life, be 
traying either into faRtious Oppolitign, | 
or fordid and unworthy, Compliance, | 

Nor is this the only Inconvenienee that 
the Love of Honour is obnoxiousto,that 
Men, may be miſled and abuſed by falſe 
and miſtaken Notions of it ; bur it alſo 
often happens, that Envy. and Emulation 
in particular Men, or the Viglence of a 
prevailing Faction, or the Iniquity.of 
Times may ſtifle and oppreſs the Merit, 

or traduce and blaſt the Integrity, of the 

molt excellent Actions; in which Cales| 

doubr;the ſecret Opinion of. rwo, of three 

vertuous. Men, or ;an' Expectarion, of 

be. too weak a Cordial ta ſupport.an in; 
jured Vertue, if its only. Nouriſhwent 

and Suſtenance be Hqnour. I.think;there- 
fore Religion is, the, ply: Baſis on which 
Magnanimity. can fland , by which. 
mean a love of rational and vertuous 
Actions ppon wiſe and fold Grounds, 2 

ſecret Delight and, Complaceneyin;the 
performance of them, accompanied with 
the Peace - and Serenity of Mind that 
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tings from Refletion upon them, and 
theJoy Which a'firm Perſuaſion that God 
will be'our Rewarder breeds in us; this, 
afit'will ſeure- us againſt the Errors, ſo 
will it" againſt the Inconſtaney and In- 
juſtics-of the World ; this will miniſter 
ſufficient Motives to generous Adtions, 


ments from all things elſe ; this, if ic 
mill-not make a publick Employmene 
botiourable, will always make it ſafe; 
this; if it cannot render great Places pro- 
frable;'will ever render Retirement plea- 
fant, 'and in all the Changes of Times 
adHumours, will preſerye a Man ſteddy 
and calm in himſelf, | 

But whilſt I recommend Magnanimi- 
ty, I muſt not forget that there are Fol- 
lies and Vices which often are wont to 
uſurpirs Name. I never thought that the 
loyeof our Country did imply a neglect, 
much'leſs a contempr of our private For- 
tune: That a vain Confidence or Pre- 
lmption in provoking and irritating 


| Dangers ought to pals for Courage; for 


this were to make Fortitude and Pru- 
dence incompatible : Nor do I think tha 
2 violent intruſion inro Buſineſs, or an in- 


diſcreet intangling a Man's {elf in much, 


OL 


when we meet nothing but Diſcourage- 
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CG 


or ingaging in any that is forcign ori 
v A impers 


Afﬀability or Courteouſueſs; the Eicrof Bebe 


tinens, deſerves rhe Name of Induſtry gf 
Activity ; or Pride; Stiflaeſs, and Savage 
neſs,che game of Firmneſs and Conſlagey; 
for,in.a.word,I would haye Magnanimiy 
rather lovely than haughey, rather wore 
red than dreaded ; Therefore, --.--//., 
Thirdly, Humanity is the next Very 
to be aimed at. Nothing can be move fie 
ly joyncd with Magnanimity than Comy 
paſſion, with Courage than ! Tenderon 
nor with the Felicity of 4 great Fortune; | 
than Charity or Bounty. 1 cannor think 
that there is 2 truet Character of Great 
neſs,than to be a Sanduary to the. Injur'd; 
2 Patron toVertue and Merit,a Coupſellor 
to thoſe charErr, and 4 Support tothe Af. 
Aicted,the Needy ,and Deſiucelef.lo rel 
Things conſiſt oe Life and Subſtance of 
Humanicy, the Ornamental pare of it, is 


viour lies in a narrow compals,the whole 
Skill of ir conſiſting in obliging, which he 
thail never miſs, who has once polſelkd his 
Soul with Tenderne(s and Gondneſs; for 
then every. Word, every Aion, toge* 
ther with che whole Air of Deportment; 
will be animated with a reſiftleſs ſweet» 


RAY will be nothing elſe but the Pour- 


traiture 


I 
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taiture and Expreſſion of thoſe excellenc 
Dilpoſitions ; by this Mn the De- 
ogment will be Natural, not Arrificial; 
ad th6-is be generally kind, it will be 
more particularly ſo, where it meers with 
2 more. moving Occaſion; to which, if ic 
beadded, that the Carriage of a Geatle- 
manought my be Humble,butnot Populas, 
Courteous, but not Cheap or Proſticure, 
you will decline all the conſiderable Er- 
res, to: which Afﬀability is obnoxious. 
kk was the Cuſtom of the Ancients, to - 
deliver their InſtruRtion in ſhort and 
lain Sentences, withour a labour'd. Ex- 
otation , or . paſſionate Enforcement. 
And certainly there is fuch a comman- 
ng Authority in the DiRares of Truth 
[Wildom, ſuch a Divinity, Majeſty, 
Ge Splicty and Probiryabeatnincheſy 
Simplicity and Probi inin L 
which is ſuppoſed to have done in thoſe 
Times, Advice of this ſort would cafily 
make its way to the Hearts of Men with- 
out the ce of any Motives. But E 
dare not beeither ſo confident of my own 
Performance, or of the Times, as not to 
think it neceſſary to cloſe the Advice of 
theſe Paragraphs, with ſome Arguments 
ad Motives to theſe Verrues. FOR 
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* Shall I make uſe here of: the Topicks 
« Religion : Shall T invite you tolnts 
grity and Magnanimity, from theConſz 
deration of the Oniniſcience and Proyi- 
dence of God? Shall I put you in mind 
how little Sordidneſs,Falſhood and Fear; 
how little Pride and Inſolerice, -can'he. 


come rhe Principles and Perſwaſions of a 


Chriſtian, -concerni Ayn Em prineſs and 
Vanity of this World, ot the true 

pineſs and / laſting Glory of - anothet) 
Shall I preſs you to Humanity,to Meek- 
neſs and Humility, by calling to yout 
remembrance the Life of Jeſus, yout 
Frailry and Mortality,and;what is 'worls 
your Sins and Follies? Shall I ſhew'you 
how mutable and inconſtant- your For 
tune. is; and if it were not, how acch 
dental,fantaſtick and inconſiderablea di. 


ſtinftion this makes berween you and. 


Perſons of a lower Rank? And chat they | 
ſtand ar leaſt upon the ſame Level with 
you, in reſpect of the ſubſtantial and 
ſolid Intereſts of Humane Nature, that is, 
the favour of God, Vertue, Grace, and 


Glory 2 Alas! Iam afraid you have ge- 


nerally but litcle Reliſh or Guſt of thi 
ſort of Arguments. 


Bur haye you as little yalue ſor yout 
| Coun- 


To GG —— Rx COMFORTS ———_—_——__ Ss FOE ETN . CE NW 1 


FF bd WF #57 


s ES a BE. ti. id 


- ZR CT my Far 


wow 


TI 


ITT} TCA TL YEIS Way —_ 
of Humane Life. 


Count 70 as Relig gion2 Are you as lictle 
ned by the Ru of this, as the Cor- 
zmtion. " that 2. Behold your Country 


ae formidable abroad, and well com- 


voy {47 


atwithin3 ah! now what Reproachand 
umelies does it not ſu er abroad 3 


ik  Convulſions at home 2 2 Its Wealth 


wsneither Service nor Defence in ir., Its 
mbers are. withour Courage, and its 


CHAP 


© St OR. 


forces haye nothing of Strength or Ter- 
in them. Why all this 2 ir bleeds in 
out "9; MM and Diviſions, it reels and 
kggers under your Softneſs and Luxu- 
7; tis betrayed by 3 your F alſhood and 
anardice ;- ah | that irs Reformation 
nip t begin where its Degeneracy has, 
ud that ir. might recover by your Ver- 
wes, the Honour it has loſt and forfeired 


|; your Vices !. Pardori me, I do nor 


Rand "” 


ae ſuppoſe that there are none exempt 
1 thes Aecuſation ; that in the Body 
fthe Nobility and Gentry there are not, 
Fenn this degenerate Age, ſome brighr 
Wkances of 4 true, Engliſh Courage and 
Wtepricy; I only wiſh that there were 
 thar there were enough to Atone 
i the reſt, and to. prop up this decli- 
ling State. Nor is it a petulant Homour; 
Wa Zoal for your Honour particularly, 
a9 
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as well as thar of the Nations, thar now 
as me; for give 'me leave.to put yoo 
in-mind-atlength, - RR 
Thar your Honour, your Intereſt, and 
your Happineſs depend upon your [nte- 
ority, Magnanimity and Humanity;'nor 
is it poſſible that the one ſhould ſurviye 
the other. Firf your Honbur.' The 
whole World is poffeſſed in favour of the 
Vertues; and however it hath fared with 
ſome other, theſe' have ever 'been'in 
vogue, not amongft the beſt only, bur 
worſt of Mankind. I have indeed the 
derſtood that there are ſome who” have 
openly profeſſed and defended Intempe 
rance and Incontinence, bur I rhink' none [; 
ever yet have in earneſt underrook the || 
Patronage of Comardize, Perfidiouſneſs, I 
humanity, or Jnfolence. | T have neverye 
met with any, who have nor thought 
ſcandalous and reproachful co find Tels |} 
Faith, leſs Elonour, leſs Goodneſs, or if ya | 
pleaſe, more ſhifting Cowardiſe, Faiſha, || 
and Sordidneſs in his Lordſhip, or his Wot: [y 
ſhip, than in a Groom or Lackey.. | ot 
did 1 ever find, 'that Lands and Scutcht [þ 
ons, wealthy Relations and honourable || 
Anceſtors, 'were ever looked upon 8 y 
Apologies or Mitigations, but rather AF |y 
| | grave | 
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fayatic vation < ; of fach fuch Baſeneſs and Degene- 
oy ; ;\not rould any Man'ever think it a 
wnendarion to be the Sinks and Sewefs 


Noble Family, the' Ruins of an an- 
Cd owe (hay Pile or the Lees 
WPtcgs:of -a rich Liquor: long ſince 
io" off} and evaporated. Not does 
we Hor only; bur' Secondly your In 
midepend' on chels Vertues. If you 
wit cheſs; 1 ſe not what you can poſ* 
þ/thar- ear either gain you the Favour 
ſths Prince, - or Eſteem of the People ; 
hs fire is the Reaſon why theſe Vertues 
ke ever been in' ſuch credit in the 
[add; "beeaulſe their influence is ſo nes 
Wity, fo nniverfally ſerviceable, whe- 
Kft the Publick, or to Friends and De- 
ecants; now- that bag which cars 

others ground confidently to rely 
you, that Generoſity and Magna- 
Wiry Which' raiſes their Hopes and Ex- 
ions, does naturally give you ati 

ity and Aſcendantover them, and 
th become the Maſters of their Livesand 
&, Whilſt they promiſe chemlelves 
te Protection or [mprovement of chem 
'your Vertues : To theſe then you 
# [wt owe the Patronage and Confidence 
> [thoſe above you, rhe Dependance, 
£4; G 2 Lovez 
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| abandon'd ; your Retinye” and Neyen- 


Love, and Eſteem of . thoſe below. you, 
without which, what can youeffe, what 
can you enjoy truly great or conſiderable} 
You ate impotent and | contemptible; ag 
Ploughmen and Sailers when ſolitaryand 


dance, your Friends and 'Admirers make 
you powerful: In ſhort, 'a. Man of Birth 
and Fortune that is Perfidious, ;Coward- 
ly, Selfiſh and Proud, has not in'my Jude, 
ment, or deſerves not to have balfthe ln: 
tereſt an honeſt Yeoman or plain-dealine 
Trades-man has in City or Country ;'for 
what Confidence can be placed in-ſucha 
one ? will he be tender of the Honourof 
his Country, .or his Friend, who has no 
ſenſe of his own? or will he ever be & 
ther a good Patron or Friend, who is're- 
dy to f{acrifice all to his private Avarice} 
Nor is it a matter-of {mall importanc, 
that Reputation founded in Vertue fur- 
mounts all ſorts of Difficulties,and Crowns 
all Undertakings with Succeſs; andiinee 
Men are naturally backward when-they 
are jealous and. diſtruſtfu}, bur prompt 
and forward where - they are ſecure and 
confident ; ir has ever been obſerved, 
rhat Integrity (if nor deſtitute of compe 


tent Prudence) .has in diſpatch of Aﬀairs 
ever 
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xr our-ſtripped Craft and Subtlety. Bur 
& weightieſt Conſideration of all is, 
hat chefe Vertues, if they be not the 
ke{Foundation of Greatneſs, are doubt- 
of Happineſs ; for they will make a 
Wan find a Tranquillity in his Mind, 


Inie@he cannot in his Fortune : The Con- 


kince'of a Man's own Uprightneſs will 
{viate;the roil of Buſineſs, and ſweeren 
t& harſhneſs of ill' Succeſs and Diſap- 
tinements, and give himan numble Con- 

e before God, when the Ingrati- 


ade of Man, or the Iniquiry of Times, 


him of all other Reward. | 

"Having thus given an Account of cheſe 
mo things, wherein conſiſt the ſufficien- 
oy ofa Man of Buſineſs, thar is, Anow- 
thr and Yertue, T will' proceed to the 
onſideration of rhe third Rule. 
"Thirdly, The Gentleman ought to be 
(oaſtane, Reſolved, and Vigorous in his 
lotion, Conſtancy arid Yigour, whether 
he acquiſition of Knowledge, or im> 


irs, are of the greateſt moment and 
wportance. I ever prefer a ſtrong be- 
re a fine Edge ; Induſtry and Reloluti- 
m, before Wir and Parts: He that makes 
tdily progreſs, how ſlow ſocvyer it be, 
PF G 3 will 


wremenr of Virtue, or Management of _ 
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will in time reach his Stage; vali Bodig 
and mighty Armies, by conftant maxches, 
have travelled through thoſe unknown 
Regions, which a ſ{ingle Perſon would ab 
moſt delpair of campatiing in. his[ike 
time. ' ' To what a height does the Tree 
raiſe its Head, though its Root fix inthe 
heart of the Earth 2. becauſe-tho it.grow 
ſlowly, and eyen imperceprtibly, yetit 
grows conſtantly, and receives ſome ac 
ceſſion every moment. This Rule, as] 
inſinuared before, .is applicable to Knoy- 
ledge, Vertus,.and Bulineſs.,. 'To Ay 


-- 
4 


ledge, to what. would not an ingeniaus 

- Perſon, furniſhed with all aids of Science 
advance his Proſpect, if he uſed but mo 
derate indultry, ang, proceeded regularly 
What, could. there, be in any Science, 
which were cithex of any uſe, or any 
rainty, that cauld eſcape hing? and oth 
things ought not to ſtop him-; they muy 
pe his diverſion, but ought nor to be bis 
{tudy. ' I believe there are few Natures 
-buc are capable, if -not of eminent Ac 
compliſtiment, yet of tuch Improyemedt 
as: may render them conſiderable and, ule 
ful enough, if they would apply zhem 
ſelyes to the ſtudy. of Knowledge with 
any tolerable vigour, or exert their Viger 
Je f db 40 hes bg poo gt 3-45 $4 _Þ, 7c Wit 
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th any regularity and | uniformity 2 
[is owing to lazineſs and wantonnels, 
tarche ſlow and heavy attain not to ſuch 
Mhlicies as might ſuffice to ſet them off, 
11d to-make them ſhew tolerably well : 
And ris to the fame that the quick and 
nitty owe their want of all Solidity and 
ſdgment, while they diſcover only e- 
tough to make the World ouy condemn 
them, as wanting to themſelves and 
their Country, being bad Stewards of a 
murally rich and improveable Eſtate, 
arelels and ill Maſters of good Parts. 

miyir of Verrue than of Knowledge. 
Verue, when acquired, is confeſſed by 
all to be caſie and delightful, becauſe na- 


Conſtancy and Courage would caſfily 


$ in moſt at firſt ſome ſort of impetus 


towards good, which if it were conſtant- 


cheriſhed, would ſoon turn into habit 
2nd nature ; bur firs and hears of Reli- 
gon,” broken and interrupted Eſſays and 
Atrempts, do only keep up ſo much guſt 


for Vertue, as makes us a little diſguſt 


tie Enjoyments of Sin, and preſerves ſo 


G 4 much 


' Nor is Conſtancy leſs ſerviceable inthe 


qural and rational; burto acquire it, this 
$the difficulty ; bur *tis fuch a. one as 


y thought there 
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much of Conſcience as ſerves to diſturh 
and perplex us. But be it how it will 
ler us bs. ns Man infected in his Na. 
cure, and what is worſe, over-run by yi. 
rious Habits, yet even then the {ame 
care, 'watchfulneſs, and diſcipline: that 
cures a Chronical Diſtemper of the Bo. 
dy, would heal an habitual Diſcaſe of the 
Mind ; and one may reform and enrich 
a degenerate Mind with as little pains as 


it will coſt to recoyer a decayed and. ru... 


inated Eſtate. 
\ * But let me return to my main Sub: 
ject; that is, the Condut of Civil Buj- 


-zeſs. ' Here, Tam ſure, an uniform con- 


ſtancy and regular vigour is exacted by 
all ; T have' ſeldom obſerved Men of 
great Ability do great things without 
great diligence and reſolution ; I am 
ure” I' have ſeen them miſcarry foully, 
when Perſons of lower Talents: have ſuc- 
ceeded* very 'well': Nay, the truth is, 
vigour and reſolution are {uch noble Cha: 
raters, that whoever appears endowed 
with them, can 'never himſelf miſcarry, 


tho his Deſigns ſometimes may; he can 


never be a loſer in Honour and Reputa- 
tion, but' generally appears a great' Man, 
even ir the moſt unforrunate Accidents, 
& Tr 7 Ry OOO TTY ITY 1 ** 4nd 
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ad-makes even ill Succeſs it ſelf. arreſt 
bs ſufficiency. But commonly difficul- 
ties- give way to the diligence and reſo- 
lution of great Men; and if to day will 


wot, to, morrow will {mile upon their 


facerprizes ; there are lucky Minutes in 
Buſineſs, when what before had Wind 


and Tide againſt it, moves with the 


fream ; whither will not he then carry 
his point, who never lets flip the lucky 
Moment through Negligence, and never 
aids thorough Cowardice or Lazineſs to 
uge and = on his good Succels ? 
But how much foever Yigorr and Con- 
be commended, as molt ſerviceable 
to Succeſs in Buſineſs, as one of the great- 
elt PerfeCtions that Man is capable of, 
ad-the beſt Inſtrument of attaining all 
athers, yer we muſt not forget that the 
length of our Nature is ſoon broken if 
tbealways ſtrained, and the fineſt parts 
ae ſoon tired and diſpirited if they be 
nceſſantly imployed.; That Man has a 


Gfign to carry on far nobler and more. 


mportant than this of Civil Buſineſs, and 
tat ſo far ar leaſt the Pleaſures of Life 
xe to. de mingled with its 'Toils and 


Troubles, as to enable us the better to 


ndergo them ; Therefore, 


Fourthly, | 


| i 


es 
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Fourthly, The Gentleman's Time ought 
not to be ſo wholly raken up in Buſineſs, 
as not to leave Vacancies for Religion, 
Meditation, Friendſhip, and Diverſion. They 
are two extreams fatal to Happineſs, to 
have no Buſineſs at all, or ſo much ax 
leaves no room for Books or Friends, for 
Meditation or neceſſary Diverſion ; for 
this makes Life very barren and very dull, 
ir makes Buſineſs meer Drudþpery, and 
places the great Man in a more toilſome 
condition than the mean One, and makes 
him wiſh for the Eaſe of his Tenants and 
Servants. Nor is this the only Evil of 
an uninterrupted purſuit of wordly Buſ 
neſs; but what is worſe, it exringuiſhes 
all -guſt of Verrue, all reliſh of heaven 


_ things, and inſtead of the Courage a 


| propoſing to themſelves no other or highet 


Peace, with which Religion inſpires Men, 


it leaves them withour any rational Sup- 


port or Comforr, either conſuming with 
perplexed and anxious Thoughts about 
the event of things, or hardened into a 
nepgle@, if nor contempt of Religion, 


_ end of Life than the acquirting them- 


ſelves well in the ſtation they are, and 
afcribing the iſſue of Afﬀairs to no other 


Providence than ſuch as they are daily 


wort 


yont ro imploy: about/them, and to ſuch. 
ather Accidents as they have obſerved 
them-ever and anon ſubjectto.. --: 
When I demand a:.vacant Time for 
fgjion, it nauſt not: be ſuppoſed that 1 
do not look : _ Religion as the firſt 
2nd greateſt Buſineſs of Humane Life, it 
being in vain to- gain the whole World 
far. him who loſes his Soul, or to be in- 
tent in preſerving or advancing the Peace 
and: Welfare of rhe Publick -for him , 
whoſe Mind is filled with Diforder and 
Guilt ;\ I do- therefore ſuppoſe all che 
Attons of the Day, fo canducted, as to 
become Inſtances of Chriftian Verrue ; I 
ippoſe Juſtice and Integrity, Courage 
and: Bounty, Parience and Gentlenets, 
mingling themſelves in the diſcharge of 
every Civil Buſineſs. And thenthe Reli- 
gion for which } demand ſome vacant 
Moments, is that of publick and private 
Devotion, without which it is impoſſible 
for the great Man cither to preſerve Re- 
putation withour, or Peace within. Pubs 
ck-Devorion is not only an Aﬀtof Wore 
Thip due to God, but in a Gentleman, a 
Teſtimony: of rhe Honour which he- has 
for the Community” he is of, and an ex- 
preſſion of Chariry towards thole who 
(RH SHET 2 $0 Yak.” Pl $ 2-34: wn EP are 
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are influenced by his Example. Nor is 


mm... 4 


private Deyotion leſs neceſſary than pub- | 4 


lick, not only becauſe publick without 


private degenerates into Formality, into ' 
a meer ſhew without the Power of God. | 
lineſs ; nor yet becauſe every Man's Re 


putation flows firſt from his Domeſticks, 
who can have no great veneration for 
him, who appears to haye none for his 
God, tho even theſe Reaſons ought not 
to be contemned, bur eſpecially becauſe 
every Man has particular wants and par- 


ticular obligations, and none more than - 


the great One; and therefore mult offer 
up to God his particular Petitions and 
Prayers. .I cannot therefore tell how to 


think that he who does not begin and 


cloſe the Day with Prayers ro God, can 


believe there is one; he that does not - 


invoke Providence, ſeems ro defie it ; 

and he who ſacrificeth not to God, ſeems 

ro me to ſacrifice only to his own Nets. 
As. tro Meditation, tis {o ellential a 


part of Religion, and ſo indiſpenſible a 
preparative tor Devotion, that I ſhould 


not have placed it here by ir ſelf, did 1 
not extend its deſign ſomerhing further. 
Meditation is that 4&#, which of all 0- 
thers, dqes moſt delight and _— hy 

| ING, 
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; id, which, of all-others, is molt fir 
 Jeniſc and: to ſtrengthen it. In: other 
Iftions we ſeem to move mechanically, 
 Jithis alone rationally. Inall other, our 
 Slafon ſeems confined and fettered by 
Jknow not what Preſcriptions, Cuſtoms, 
JalCircumſtances ; in this alone ir ſeems 
| Taajoy its native Freedom and Liberty, 
 Jadblingwich an uncontrouled Im 
wwith delight ſtretching and dilating 
Rik In all other things, the Mind 
' Ukkns to be impreſſed and moulded by 
& Matter and Buſineſs about which ir 
xonverſant ; but in this it gives: whar 
ms and Circumſtances it pleaſes ro 
mh; in this it has a kind of creative 
productive Power, and I know not 
at ſort of deſporick Soveraignty. In - 
Jivord, he who is ignorant of the force 
(Meditation, is a ſtranger to the trueſt 
kalure of Humane Lite, to the moſt 
tkful taking and natural At of the Hu- 
wne Soul, Bur I forget what I mainly 
ended, which was ro tell you thar rhe 
of Meditation conſiſts either in Refle- 
don or Preparation, as regarding alike 
ſlerday and ro morrow ; ?tis highly 
«ſary thac he looks back upon his 
& paſt, who lies under fo many Tem- 
$1199 | ptations 


- _ 
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 thanthoſc of private Men, and 'fall-ung Jd 
voidably under a moze' general - and If 


ptations to waſte it, that he whoſe Ati 
ons are of 1o' much 'greater importance 


vere Cenſure, dorhe more carefully fea 


them over. ' Nor is Preparation. leſs tis | 
ceſfary: than Refledtion;'tor this'- gives | 
order to your:Atﬀairs, and forms che Mind | 


into'a'tir and-jutt Diſpo/ition 5 ir prevents 
izes, removes diſticulrics, and pives 
ny-:and fſteadineſs'to: your whoke 
Condudtcotn if poioge, e119 
As to Fricydſbip:and! Diverſion, 1 ſhall 
rreat of them: fally in their proper place; 
and therefore thall ſpeak but a werd' 
them here: - *'Tis: a hard marter, ic may 
be, for-gteat Men to have ſincere Friends 
but this' being. a Purchaſe of ſo great's 
value, -deferves. they ſhould: lay our all 
their: Art and Incereſt upon it ; for'be> 
fides the advantage of Frienaſhip in evety 


Condition, that (it - clears''our Notions; 


corrects our Ertors, confirms our V ertucs; 
eniarges our Joys, and-lefſens our Trous 
bles; it isto Men in an eminent Station 


more peculiarly neceſſary, both as tho Þ'fl 
Ornament and Support of rheir Fortune. JW 
As ro Diverſion, it ever muſt be fuch J« 


Perſon, 


as may conliſt with the dignity of rho Ph 


of Humane Life. 


kles,/or the urgency of his Employ- 
at. {ach as may not leſſen his Chara- 


& or waſte his Time; ſuch as may 
Ich. and recruit Nature , and from 
wich he may return to his Buſineſs with 
@ vigour, and new appctite; - and it 


o 


xe very well, if Diverſions were..ſo 


y contrived, that they might at once 


i, the Principles of any curious Me- 

& Performances, . Muſick, Archi- 
ure, and ſuch like, ' might be proper 
| air ments of yacant ours : But if 
&He: th of the Body, as well as Plea» 
otche Mind be aimed at in Diverfton, 
tre well to have always ready ſome 
WEriends, by whoſe help and conver- 
In, the. Time you, beſtow upon the 
Kith of the Body, may. not be utterly 


'F Ji 


Wl 


4 


keefore think that Phyſick or Husban- 


o 
as it and improve the Mind : I ſhould 
i 
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tothe Mind. | 
lam ſenſible I have been guilty in 
4 Diſcourſe of the ſame Fault which 
& tho write Morals with any Spirit; 
vpenerally fall into ; that is, propoſing 
igreater Perfection than is commonly 
Unable, and of forming my Models 


W Ideas rather by Speculation than the 


Wice of Mankind ; but this will be 


eaſily 
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eafily pardon'd by ſuch as remember that }* 
the Copy will ever fall ſhort of the Ore I: 
vinal, and that Men will eafily of them. I; 
{elves bend and accommodate' the exad. 
eſt Rule to the Frailties and Imperfedi. 
ons' of Humane Life. Nor do I agaii i 
forger, when T preſs. Gentlenien to the Yb 
nobleſt heights of Vertue, that rhey- ar: 


expoſed ro more numerous and more vio- {ff 
lent ſolicitations to Vice than other Men, MW 


I-know it ; bur at the ſame time, I re: 


member roo, rhat, they always pretend 


to a higher Spirit, and a mote tefined Y# 
Education ; that their Vertue always JW 
ſhines with a double luſtre, its own, and I 
that of their Fortune ; ſo that moderate Y 
Attainments in them make a greater ſhew 
than the more perfe&t and accompliſhed J* 
in Men of a lower Sphere ; and finally; I 


that thoſe Advantages and Prerogatives J® 


which they enjoy by their Birth and Sts I 
tion, 'do put them in a better Condition i; 
than other Men, to defend their true Lis BY; 
berty, and to purſue thoſe Methods whicli ÞW 
Reaton and Virtue dictate; _ 


49% amongſt this ſort of Men, than 
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" Ytke Trading or Negotiating Life. 


&1. Rales relating to Succeſs in Trade. 


Tinf, That. the Trader be Induſtrivs. 
Ji ndy, That he be not abbve his Pro* 


+ 
£ 
ed 


'Y Rules relating to his Religion. 


. Birf, The Trade muſt be 4 lawful one. Sts 


indy, It muſt be managed with Fuſtice, 
th, . and Charity. hirdly, It maſt 
w interfere with Religion. Fourthly, 
Th Trader ought to propoſe to himſelf, wiſe 


{rational Ends, ſuch are 4 Compe- 


mc for himſelf” and Family : The cha- 
Muble Afiſt ance of others : A timely Re+ 


= 


 T thement or Retreat from the buſtle and 


LF 


ations of too much Buſineſs. 
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AY latter Years have been ſpent 
[ moſtly among the Trading parr 
lankind, and I have received many 
vigations from them, and I think my 
thound to do them this right, to ler 


[ 


E] 


© Vorld know, that Thave found more 


or and Gratitude, more C learneſs and 


I 
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T ever could amongſt others, whoſe Quz- 


lity and Education raiſed, my Expeda- 
tions higher; it will be therefore no ſmall 
ſatisfaction.t0 me,. if apy Endeavouts of 
mitie, can render them any conſiderable. 


Service. 
There is no CotiGa of Like fre 
from Temptations and Difficulties, 3pt 


to embroil our Happinels and infe& our | " 


Innocence, and therefore neither this of, 
Traders; the Evils they. are ſubject .to 
may be reduced to two Heads, their mif- 
carrying in Trade, or in Religion. 1. will 
cherefore begin wich ſuch Rules as may 
ſerve to prevent the former, and then 
proceed to ſuch as concert the latter... 
If we trace the Ruin of ſuch as fail or 
break, back to its Original, we ſhall find 
it >cnerally to be either J/elenefs or Prid:. 


1dlen:fs, the Parenx of all ſottith. Vices 3 Ih 


Prid:, the Parent of expenſive Follies 
and ruinous Projects. -] wiil therefore 
lay down theſe rwo. Rules as the Foyn- 
datioos of the Traders Seeular Profperitys, Þ 


Firſt, Thar he. muſt be diligent and ns 


duitrious.; Sccendly, char he muſt nor be. 
above lus Profcilon. 
x. He muſt be Diligent and tadebriens M 


You i{cem born for laduftry ; ; and though 
{0m6 


Ly: 
ney 


"4 7 
tf 


þ end to be fenc into OY lin 
if to a Forrune ; *tis plain yo 
< ior one ; and ths > thete Ty 
L 'S fortunate Men in the World, 
by "to thrive rather by Chance than 
: the owe more to the Care of 
hee their own; yet I am'ſure, in 
m1 = Methods of Providente, Di- 
tre Fr "ah tadwſtry are the High-way ro 
and Plenty; Yertue and Solriety, 
of wſe and ſecure Enjoyments, And'T 
W hot with what confidence Men cart 
iſe chemſelves the Bleſſing and Fa- 
tofGod on any other ori He has 
al Wpotiing on purpoſe to be idle and 
: The SReaArs Bodies never teale 
id their Lighr and Influence, not 
e rteſtial ones their Fruir. We our 
I do ſubGſt by. a continual Motion; 
{ſhow our Blood and Spirits grow 
Wand fluggiſh, our Life mult needs 
hite with cheir Activity ; Map 1s born 
Wm? as th: Sparks fly nmward; our Ca- 
tit and Endowments deſtine and utge 
t it, the neceſſities! and want of this 
PP egactly ſtate, (in which Nature, 
kind tloever it wasro the golden Age; 
$'not furniſh us with "ny thing; 
ſibdic 24; and OE exact and ages 
mand 
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mand.it, and the Laws of Humane $6: 
ciety.oblige us to ir; for it is but fit ww , 
every one ſhould contribute his ſhot for 
the Entertainment of the Publick, and Þ 
that he ſhould .not, like a Droan, be 
feaſted and maintained by the labour and 

travel of others. And fo far, laſty, is 

Chriſtianity from abrogating this Lay © 

of Nature, that it carneſtly inforces'it, 

Let ours learn to maintain good Works for 

neceſſary uſes, that they be not unfruitful; 

that is, that they be "Fs oagps and-bur- 

den to themſelves and. Families, to the & 

Commonwealth or Chriſtian Profeſſion, 

Propoſe.nort then, I addreſs my ſelf hes 

ro Apprentices and Beginners 3 propok 

not to exempt your ſelves from that U-If 

niverſat Law of Labour and Travel to. 

which the whole Creation is ſubjected; 

you eſpecially who lie under more imme I} 

diate and particular Obligations to it. 

*Tis an unaccountable folly for one, who 

' 1s to make his Fortune in the World, toFf 
apply himſclf to Trade, rather as a Diver $ 

/1on than Buſineſs, and to deſign it only 
as a Support and Fund for Sloth and Lw$j; 

xury : 'Tis madneſs and phrenſie in any; 

one to propoſe to be. Maſter of his TimeFf 

cre he be Maſter of his Trade, and to m-Ff 

| | dulge bi 
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x his Pleaſures before he has made 
fo pn to defray rhe Expence of them, 
this, I doubt, is too too general 
Wee, whereas would young Men 
wider the Matter aright, they would 
wthar they do bur prevent their Plea» 
| js by gathering of them before they 
wipe; and do but make their Troubles 
Vexations endleſs, by indulging their 
ie and Lazineſs too ſoon. Brady 
Projects ! ro propoſe at onee to 
pidy, and yet to thrive ! to live 
jeſurab ly, and grow rich ! *Tis true, 
"are many 12aders, who live in 
bc kb Eaſe and Plenty, and make a very 
| = dome Figure inthe World, and 'tis 
fic there thould be ſuch : Trad: is the 
| b ort 'and- Ornament of Kingdoms , 
who Man of Senſe will any more envy 
& Man of 7rade his' Wealth, than the 
n-of the Sword' his Honour, or the 
in of Letrers and Abilities his Places 
wPreferments : : Bur if I could; T would 
we Men/ grow'up- to! all theſe by La- 
rand Induſtry, 'by 'an Apprentiſhip 
{Sbriery and Vertue; 1 would __ 
ent be the Reward of Merit; ; 
 Jould not have Eaſe and Pleaſiire be X 


: — ©. — =_— 


_ 


« te by | the looſe and unworthy, -buc 
H 3 _ regu- 
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xpericnce, and ,Vertue enough to enjoy 


Secondly, The Txader muſt, not be a- 


boys his, Calling... Pride and Vanity arg 
generally ſworn, Enemies,. botly-to the 


they produce only little Comical Afle 


ftions, and almojt Innocent Excurſions; 
bur in others very. fatal Diſorders and lr- 


regularities. There -1s no gracefulnels1n 


any, Motion-that is not natural-;::a. Man 


of low:Stature[may. add ſomething to his 
H Sight, but nothing to. his:Comelinels, 
by 1trutting, upon. Stilts. - Nor-is- thee 
only an ungracefalneſs, but anuncaſinel 
in all affected Mations.; we are alla liwtle 
os dim-ſighted- in; this World, 
and therefore, walk more ſecurely in the 
way$Syeare acquainted withz: but formy 
part,- When-. am Error ,is ' only Comical, 
dnd expoſes Mcn-no farther than to a lits 
tle Raillery.and Cenfbre, 'tis fearce worth 
my while) to praſcribe to it.;{ and 1 can 
pegtell.wherher ir.be worth-every Man's 


14? 
w_d of 
_— 


«- 
- 


7: Fes 


regularly poſſeſſed by ſach as have taken | 
ains to. purchaſe both, and have. Senſ; | 


tepy and Proſperity of Traders;; but | 
chen it muſt be, remembred/ ſome ate bat 
lightly tinged, others more: thoroughly 
and deeply died with theſe V ices; |inlome 


y —_— 


of Heemane Tier”. = ro Z 
o | le ro be at the Charge of Correcting 
_ mfr -- which if it do a little expoſe 


(0does yet pleaſe him roo'; the Pride 
GS ambicion which 1 woutd extirpate, 
Jifich's one as I have obferved faral to 
te F/ades-mar's Fortune and Repoſe; ſuch 
$tempts him to deſpife and neglect his 
| ſade, or puts him upon Expences which 
fannor maintain, or ingages him in 
bid or hazardous” Projects ; this is an 
Sor which | wonkdfain reform, and me- 
bnks 2 few ſober Refletions ſhould here 
evar! : Whar > 'can it be ſenfe ro make 
Jthew abroad at the Expence of your 
C(mtentand Peace at home 2 What, is it 
Ji much better ro be modeft and fafe, 
#be humble and ar cafe, than' to fuffer 
Gly anxieties and perplexitics, and ro 
we your Mind always upott the rack, 
how to anſwer and fatisfie the TImportu- 
's of Pride and Vanity? *Tis worſe. 
, when a ſhort piece of Pageantry ends 
i perperual Infamy, when Fe imporenr 
Homour is nouriſhed by Robbery and 
hjuſtice, by Fraud and Cheat commitred 
Won Widows and Orphans, ' Acquain- 
Tance and Friends, and the nearett Rela- 
tions. | mutt confcis,” I'am'-amazed to 
{hink that any ones Pride thoutd be tick- 
H 4 Icd 
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led by a falſe and faral Grandeur, upheld | | 
only by Wrong and Injuſtice, and reſol. | 


ving in a moment into indelible ſhame | 


and unretrievable Ruin. For my part, | 


ſhould. in this caſe look upon Bravery, 


not as the Marks of Greatneſs, but Orna 


ments of a Sacrifice ; not as the pomp of } 


a Triumph, but a Funeral ; and my 
luſcious Morſels, how pleaſing ſoever 
to my Palate, would be ready to riſe 
and recoil in my Stomach. As to thoſe 
who ſeem to ſcorn their Profeſſion, I have 
but this to ſay, Lett them find our a miore 
thriving one before they leave the old 
one, before they deſert the Profeſſion 
they were bred to for its meannels, let 
them 'tnake * ſure of a more honourable 
Employment, or elſe the ſcorn they load 
their Trade with; will be'want of Senſe, 
not Greatnefs of Spirit ; a lazy Pride, 
not agenerous Ambition; and if to; Ian 
ſure there isno Profeſſion ſo mean as that 
of ſloth and looſneſs.' p 
* Ge. 2.' The ſecond ſort of Rules are 
ſuch as concern the Religion of the Trader 
or Artiſan; for'tis to little purpoſe that he 
thrive in; his Secular, if he run out in his 
Chriftian Calling, ' for this is but to be 
fortunate, and yer miſerable. Therefore, 
+ 316 4 WT x fe ee 29 IT Firſt, 
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05 
\fnf, He muſt be ſure that his Cal- 


ng be lawful. | | | 
Swondly, That it. be carried on with 
Iſwth, Juſtice, and Charity. JIE 
1 7hirdly, That his Attendance on the 


Ifineſs of this World, do not extingyiſh 
is Concern for a better, and his 7rade 
Ihoar his Religion, as Pharaoh's lean 
Ine did the fat ones. _ 
-Fourthly, That he propoſe to himſelf 
wer and rational Ends of Trading. 

Fir, He muſt be ſure chat his Cal- 
ke be lawful ; that is, ſuch as is neither 
Indidden by any Law of God, or the 
Ikpiſtrate, nor does in its own Nature 
Waiſter to Vice. Bur that I may not 
x lex Mens Minds with - unneceſlary 
ples, and tempt them to doubr of 
tehayfulneſs of all Zrages, that are any 
ny made the Inſtruments of Sin and 
folly ; you muſt know ſome things mi- 
uſter to Sin diretly and neceſlarily, o- 
hers only accidentally, and not by the 
amediate Jntention of the Artiſ# or 
uz, but the' abuſe of others. © The 
inher ſort .of Traders are unlawful in 
lemſelves, and no pretence can ſanctific 
lt uſe of them; he that direRtly and 


zT 


amediately miniſters to a Sin, commiy- 


nicates$ 
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nicates in the guilt of it, as he that pur- | 
veys for the Luſt of others, parrakes of | 
the ſin of the-Adulterce and Fornieator, 1 
bur thoſe which Miniſter not purpoſely | 
and ' immediately, but accidentally, are | 
yer in-themfelves lawful ; nor thall the | 
Frader communicare in thoſe Abules rg 

which the Euſts and Vanirics of others 

- proſtirute them : Fhus Taverns are not | 
untawul, becauſe abus'd by Intempe- 

rance, nor are al! Shops of Clothing' tobe 

ſhar, becauſe thence People furniſh rhens | 
ſelves with fuch things as inflame their 
Immodeſty and Pride ; -the Reafon is 
plainly this, becaufe the ſin may be lepa- 
rated from the Trade ; that Wine, whoſe 
ſult Draughrs arc by fome made uſe of to. 
the aefacing Reaſon, and enkindfing Luft, 
may as: well refreſh the weary and de. 
light the mogerate ; thoſe Garments 
which adorn the Proud and Wanton, may 
be made uſe of to add a Luſtre ro Great- 
neſs. - The Inconvenitence would be in- 
ſufſerable, if every: Profefſion which did 
but indireMly and'cafually- adminiſter to 
Yiee, were therefore ſinful; the Courts 
of Juſtice muſt be laid afide, beeaule of- 
rentimes the Bari and Bench have contri- 
buted' ro opprels; injure, and rob m form 


of 
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Law: The Pulpit: muſt - be for eVEr 
| {leiced, becaule Men have fomerimes 


4 | bwn the. Seeds of Sedition and-Slavery 
ly I fm hence. All rhe Arts, ' cither of War 


& Peace, have ſometimes ferved' the 
(melty of the one, and Luxury: of the 
aher, and by conſequence would: be'ba- 
I uhed out of all Commonwealths. Yet 
ot Ike ir muſt be confeſſed, that rhe more 
e Iolels tendency any: Trade hath to- the 


that! it ' imports. Men, .. who love- their 
lue and. Zappineſs more than'gain, not 
{debauch their Callings themietvs, by 
pyolticuting them to: Extravagances and 
to. ] Mrbirances, and prejecting Profit: from 
ſt, [x loremperances and Sins, thar is, rhe 
ig-of others; for 'ris not ſufficient ro 
te Peace and Comfort of a Man's: Mind 
hrs Calling be innocent, if his Con- 
Intof.ic benort fo roo. -- | 
"Stcandly, Trade: ought to be: managed 
1 I ith Z>uth, Fuſtice, and Charity ; for 
ro {Mhout theſe. 'ris only: a more cleanly 
r io Cheating or Opprefſion ; Sins 
J- 
{is 


M 
of 


wie or mitigation from the Cuttom and 
Mattice of chem ; Without thele; 7rage 
canner 


I xomoting Vice, it-is in 'the fame pro-: 
{ pion the more or leſs cligible:' And. 


which I doubt can receive but lietle CX- 
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cannot be regular and eaſie, nor Gain | 
comfortable and delightful, fince no Man 
can have any Confidence in the protegii- 
on of :God, when the. Methods of his 
thriving are ſuch as merit Vengeance, 
not a- Bleſſing ; nor can I ſee any thing: 
that can betray Men into Lying mn, 

Knavery, but the want of true Senle, as | 
well as true Faith, ſince tho many by | 
undue ways have more ſuddenly enrich- 
ed themſelves, yer 'tis evident that the 
Wealth which is more regularly purclia. 
ſed is more pleaſant, durable, and laſting; 
and that honeſt and equitable Dealing is | 
the (ureſt, if not the ſpeedieſt way to 
Wealth. Nor are there, I believe, many 
Inſtances of Men, who if they under: 
ſtood their Buſineſs, have ever ſuffered 
much by their Uprightneſs and Integrity 
in Dealing, it being very hard to'ima- 
gine that .a 7rader ſhould be a loſer by 
thoſe Vertues which advance Credit and 
Reputation : But however this be, Iam 
not now inquiring after Wealth, but Hap 
pineſs, to the obrainment of which I am 
very poſitive that the obſervation of thele 
Meaſures is indiſpenſtble; ſince rhe cony 
rrary muſt needs pervert the Mind, and 
intangle Life; and as they cxtinguiſh . 
| ne 
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1 geSoul all Sparks of ZZonour and Great- 
1x6, ſo muſt they its Courage and Con- 
| Wye Tranquillity and Peace, which 
1 an reſult from nothing bur rhe due Mo- 
1 ration of our Aﬀections, and the Con- 
| gence of our Integrity. 7 IT 
1 Thirdly, The 7rader's Attendance on 
ts Calling muſt not diſcharge him from 
1igarrendance on Religion. 'Tis true, tis 
1 mmonly ſaid -and generally. admitted, 
tat the Duty of every ones Secular Cal- 
I ling is a part of Re/ig/on, but this oughr 
pbe well underſtood, that fo neither a 
Veneration for Religion breed a neglect 
of your Callings, nor an over-fond O- 
jiwon of rhe Merit of Induſtry in your 
GWling, as if all Vertue were compriſed 
itit, breed a Contempr of Religion; 'tis 
i therefore to put you in mind, that 
ates and Trades have not in themſelyes 
aydire&t or immediate tendency, either 
b'the improvement of Reaſon, or the 
mdution of Vertue, they miniſter ro 
the Neceflities. of this World, not the 


Glories of another; nor are they 1o 


much'the Works of a Rational and Spi- 
tual, as of a Mortal and Indigent Be- 
tp ; from whence it follows, that th6 
liey are-neceſſary to the preſent ſtate of 
= - rthings, 
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things, yer can they» deferve to emplo 
YET _— than either the Patch 
Benefic .or private Convenience requir 
ic, '4n«-thart you are: then only wiſely t4- 
ken up. about thete, when neither your 
Endowments nor Fortunts'capacitate ye 
for a Life more immediately and direQly 
ſerviceable to rhe:purpsſbs/of Reaſdn/and 
Revelation, and. finally, 'that che Works 
of -a Secular Profeſſion are then only: ac- 
ceptable Sacrifices to God, ' when' Cotiles 
crated by wile Principles and Vertues 
cleaving ro and mingling with them. Dv 
nor rherefore think that a Prerence of By 
ſiaeſs can Cancel your Obligations torhe 
Duries of Chriſtianiry. If a Man could 
fancy, which 1 nzver can, Bulintefs and 
Religion incompatible, 'ris evident which 
were to'be preferred, ſince if the will of 


God: were to, it is much: better c</bs 


ſtarved than to be damned : But wirhout 


catrying. the Matter ſo far, 'tis plain thit | 


Verrue: and Reirgion, with a competen- 
cy, render Men abundantly more happy 
than Wealth can do, if attended wilt 
tne 'riegic&t of Eontertipr- of - either; "tis 


the riches of che Mind makes Men great 


and liappy ; the ignorant and irreligious 
can never be either. Let no Man there- 
fore 
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Liechiokthar he ſufiers.any Damage, if 


abe-forced to maintain his Vertue and. 
Ikeligioa by the diminution of his Tavar,: 
lip] cannot comprehend. that there. can 
; ka gcedlity of this KANE for I have never 


me-for Pleaſure, when he has pretend- 
1d he could find none for Religion:}-,1n 
hyord, the negleR of Religion is eapa- 
it'of ao:excuſe, not only becauſe: your 
wwre, but preſent Happineſs depends up- 
4;;Modelty or . Moderation to: curb 
11am arid ambirious thirſt of Wealth; 
ah.or-Contidence in the Providence of 
(9d; to reſtrain you trom. mean, bale; 
w-uniawtul Courtes ; Sclf-reſignation 
prevent, anxicty, and: thoſe fears 26 
Ich the Uncertaincies, Changes; :gnit 


Iholwtions of Times and Trade make 


le ſubject, feem ro meas neceſſary ro 


I®Pcace and Happineſs of a Trader, 'ns 


impetent Stock, Induſtry or Skill-cat 
kto his worldly Succels or Proſperity + 
Wrhough Men, who allow themtelves 
vtime;;cither for Attendance upon'Pub- 
« Rdigion, or Privace Meditation ; 
Os tinely of theſe Vertues by. way 
{Notion and Speculation ; Ir is4impot- 

: | | jibie 


tged with Bulinels, as not to fihd.- 
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ſible they ſhould be really poſſeſſed of 
them ; How tan he get Wiſdom that holdeth 1 

the Plough, and that glorieth in the goad, 
that driveth Oxen, and u occupied in their i 
Habours, and whoſe talk is of Bullocks * which 1; 
the: Authot of Eccleftaſticus, by a parity | 
of Reaſon, extends further to all Traders 1, 

and Artiſans, who are in like manner 
wholly taken up in their Art. I could | 
therefore with that 'thoſe Words of our |; 
Saviour, What ſhall it profit a Man, if he 
ſhall gain the whole World, and liſe bu Y 
own Soul, were writ in Capital Letters in I 
the moſt conſpicuous place of the Coun- I; 
ting-Houle, and the Shop, that you might I; 
ever and anon be put in mind, that there Jj 
is" one tlitng more neceſſary, even than' I; 
_ the diligent and proſperous management Þ; 
of your Trade, namely Religion ; forto p 
what purpoſe is it that your Books are j 
well kepr, that there is order and regu- I, 
larity in the whole Condud - of your fþ 
Trades, if at the {ame time yournegleted I 
Hearts lic like the Field of rhe Sluggard, Jig 
waſte and open, and over-grown with Jy 
Briers and Thorns and Weeds ; or like a-J” 
confuſed and intangled Stock of an une Þ, 
Skilful Trader, which waſts and de- Jj, 
cays each day > To what purpoſe /” it fs 
nat 
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llen, if you be Bankruprts towards God? 
fo whdt purpoſe is it that you haye 
Medic and Zonour upon the Change, if 
Im be poor and beggarly, ſhameful and 
Jakirg in your ſelves within, having 
wr Souls deſtitute of any true Peace, 
alth, or Courage, and you ſhift the 
Ikuſations and Importunities of Con- 
ence, as much as a wretched Debtor 
muld a ſevere and inexorable Creditor 2 
MN | u5gh you purſue the World, forget 
1 that there is a Heaveri; and while 
mmake Proviſion for Time, make ſome 
(0 for Eternity; let your ſtating your 
ktompts with Mer, put you in mind 
gelearing your Accompts with God ; 
wl let theſe two Things never be our of 
jr Thoughts, firſt, Thar it is God who 
jes Man power to get Wealth; and 
ext, That "ris not a clear Eſtate, but a 


jar you be punQual Dealers towards 
} 
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rf 6 Soul that makes Man happy, I 
1 Kan a Soul freed from filly and vile 
4 eftions, and enriched with a Know- 


Wee and Love of God and Goodnels. 
"Forthly, The Trader muſt propoſe 
thimſelf proper and rational Ends of 


Iading. For whoevet propoſes ro him- 


x if yain and falſe ones, will enrangle 
2 7 


his 
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his Life in manifotd Troubles arid Tehnp- 
tations, and loſe his. Reajeh Religibn, 4 
Tranquility, in the Windings add Mates 
pf wretched Faricies, and unaccountable | 
Projects, Theſe Ex4s of Tradinig | thke 

co be theſe Three: Firſt, A competent 

and honeſt Support of your Selves td 

Families. Secondly, A charitable Succont : 
and Relief of others. . 7hirdly, A tinidly | 
Retreat from a Secular Calling,to aCon: | 
templative Life. ” ha | 
Firſt, A competent and honeſt Support 
of your Selves and Families. This cnd 
is pointed our by the Apoſtle, 77.3. 14, 
and called Neceſſary Uſes ; i. e. We mu 

deſign in Trade the Support of the Ne 
ceſſities, not Luſts of Nature. And 
were not all 7rages over-ſtocked,and cons 
{equently the Obſervation ſuperfluous, 
I thould tell you that publick,as well as 
private Neceſlities, were here to be ut- 
dcritood. Nor is your Care here limit- 
ted to your own Neceſlitics only, but 
choſe alſo of your Children and Poſte 
rity demand their fliare in it ; bur then,. 
leſt under this Pretence you extend your 
Dcſires beyond all Bounds, you are to 
remember, that in reſolving the Mex 
ſures of this Proviſion, you arc not : 
$ rake 
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© Jake Counſel of your own Ambition, or 
fe wanton Expectations of yout Chil- 
jen; that Proviſion for them is wiſeſt 
;; Thich. lays a ſufficient Foundation for 
,. Iiheir Induſtry to build on, and leaves 

km under an Obligation to Buſineſs 


xd Employment. And is not this e- 
; Iiuph? To what purpoſe ſhould Men 
1% mil, cack, and pinch, to make their Fa- 
* Inilies Rich and Grear, thar is, Lazy and 
INanton, to leave behind them an Eſtate 
thich cheir own Example proves more 
than neceſlary, for moſt of thoſe that 
b{; bave. made little uſe of irc chem- 
Ives Miſtake me not, I do not think 

- Itualawful to be Rich, or to leave ones 
knily ſo; but F rhink it fooliſh and 

ful coo, to ſacrifice the Peace of ones 
Mind, and the Eaſe of ones Life, to the 
laſt of Riches : I think it ſilly and vi- 
tious to raife a Family by Meanneſs and 
vdidneſs, or to lay the Foundation of 
thildren's Greatneſs in ones own Infamy. 
kſhort, *tis not Wealth, bur art inordi- 
Ifte Paſſion for ir which I condemn, Pro- 
Ixtity is the Gift of God, a common 
Ikeward of Chriſtian Vertues; for Chri-, 
2 lanity is faid ro have the Promiſes of 
is Life, and that which is 10 corp: 
Ez _Vealttf 
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Wealth then may be teccived, but ir muſt 


not be deſigned as your firlt and chief | 
End. Thus Fame, Henour, and Power, are 


great Bleſſings and Favours of Heaveh ; 
but whoever immoderartely thirſts after 


the one or the other, 1s ambitious and 
vain-glorious. You may receive Tem- | 
poral good Things with Gratitude, ahd | 


enjoy them with Moderation, bur if you 


doat upon them, you violate the Voy of | 


your Baptiſm, and virtually renounce 
' your Faith; for would nor rhis be to for- 
get that Heaven were your Kingdom and 


Country, and Earth the place of your | 


Exile, ot ar beſt, Pilgrimage > This is a 
Leſlon can never be too often inculcated, 
not only on the account of that violent 
Oppoſition 'ris almoſt every where en- 
countred with, bur alſo the vaſt Impor- 
tance 'tis of, to the quier and content- 
ment of a Trading Lite; this one- thing 
is the Philotophy, the Trader ſhould be 


ever ſtudying, the Wiſdom he ſhould be 
daily purfuing, that is, a true and juſt 


Moderation of his Deſires of Wealth, 
Did Man know how to bound his De- 
{ires by the Neceſlities or Conveniences 
of Humane Lite, could he regulate his 
Appetnes by the Modeſty and Modera- 
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on of Chriſtianity, not by Cuſtom and 
Jkocy, 1 am confident this one thing 
1 tone, would refeue him from the far 
| greater part of Evils and Incumbrances 
phich_infeſt Humane Life : Vanity and 
{mbition, Envy and Emulation, Wan- 
Ineſs and Fancy, create moſt of rhe{e 

Difficulties and Neceſſities which ſtain 
de Beauty, diſturb the Peace and Order, 
ad deſtroy the Pleaſure of Life. When 
IVMen's Delires and Aims are too. big for 

their Callings, they. are unavoidably 
zyunged into. Diſcqntent, .and doubtful 
froiedts ;. and if rhey ſink yor finally in- 
IoRuin, -chey cannot be held up bur by 
lich an Anxious and reſtleſs Proſecution 
the World, as looks. rather like Hurry 
«Diſtraction,than 7rade.or Employment. 
Lan; therefore never think a Tradeſman 


7 


happy, till he has modeſty enough to find 
wntent in the Revenue of a moderate and 
alc Trade ; rill he underſtands what are 


lim; and tho he.know how to <njoy a 
gearFortune, does neyer. want one; has 
&n(e enough to uſe it,and Vertue enough 
wt to-let his Happineſs depend ypon ir. 


Relief of. others. *Tis confeſſed by all, 
| -1*q "+ - " 0k 


theBounds his Nature and his Sration ſers 


Secondly, A charitable. Succopr. and 
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that Men are born, not for thenifelyes | 
only, bur for others too ; and God, the | 
Diſpenſer of Temporal Wealth,commands | 


ſuc 


AS are rich in this World, to'be rich | 


In good Works too t- but it 1s always to | 


be provided, that Juſtice do firſt take | 
place, and then Charity. This DireQion | 
therefore ſu ppoles the 7raders Accotnpts | 
to ſtand fair, it {uppoſes' him to haye | 


Oy 


Obligation or Pleaſire of Charity ; 1 


will *nor preſs you to it by the Intereſt | 


'of your preſent or furure' 2p intſs ; for 


the truth' is, to do right to the Trading 
World, there is'noRank or Order 6f Men 


in the Kingdom, that'is more ſenſible vf 
the Daty of Charity, or more: ifielined 
and difpoſed to it;'none that give more 
eminent Proofs of it while liying,or leavc 


Tore pl 
them.” 'Otie 
me rorec 


- 435 10 Work, nor acvite, 'nor knowledge, "hu 
Wiſdom, in the Grave whither "thin oſt; 
ef that is, Whatever Good'you - fg 
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diſcharged the Dutics: which he owes ! 
10 his Relatives and Dependants, or ſe 
to have none. T'will nor infif on-the | 


orious Monuments of ir behind | 
© thing only 1 will take upon [þ 
to recormmiend *to/ you, that is; the 1 
Advice of Sylmoy ; atforver thy and (8 
111046,” dv it with thy might ; fir then (O! 
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FA i ; (predils and.as much. in 
be your own. Executars.. . How 
[hppa excellem Purpoſes ſtrangled i in 
Te Birch by an unexpected. Death > 
frequently are. they peryerted by 
1x corruption and negligence of thoſe 
Ip whoſe inſpection they are commits 
d2 Beſides, this way, yau ſhall reap 
6 Fruir of your own Plantations, you 
Ill enjay the Pleaſure and SatisfaRtion 
duking from the PerkeRion, Beaury, 
* good Contrivance of the Founda- 
$igns-you have laid, or you will be able 
d {y PPlY. the Defects, or corredt the 
i ur Model, and prevent thoſe 
hure Mil Carriages which ſuch Deſigns 
is liable to. Tho all this be very much, 
k:1t- is bur the leaſt part of what you 
kreap from being.your ſelyes the Exe- 
2 your own Bounty, you will be 
bes gþat _ dedicate it ro Charity, nor 
| BAY 5-5 Fat. you are Dales, Alms- 
q or = Lavin , not Tombs and 
Mramids for L he Dead: 70u will cloves 
| | common Cheat and Impoſture | 
I Rich pur v pon themſclyes, while they 
tangled. na cy in Covetouſnelſs all 
I dar Lives, under pretence of deſigning 
| wats Things after Neath. 
I 4 Thirdh, 
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Thirdly, The Tradeſman ought to pro» | 
poſe to himſelf a timely Retreat, j,s, | 
if the Neceſſities of this indigent State | 
will give way to it ; which ſeems to me | 
natural to finiſh Buſineſs e're-we finiſh 
Life; to lay down our Burden e're we | 
tire and fall under the weight of it; and | 
quit troubleſome Employments, before | 
our bungling diſcharge of them proclaim - | 
the decay of our Parts and Strength, and | 
the increaſe of our Avarice and Ambition: | 
Nay, the very continuance of the ſame | 
Cates for the World, which looked be- | 
fore like Prudence, will in old Age be 
reckoned'Sin and Folly : To Trade,is but | 
ro make Proyiſion for Life; and there- 
fore ſince common Senſe will tell us, that 
we mrſt not be always providing for Life, 
and never live : *Tis plain Men ought, ! 
if they may, at length break off rhicic | 
Trade, or at leaſt fo contraCt it, that it 
may be rather Diverſion than Travel ; as 
Salomon ſends us to the Ants to learn Indu- 
firy, ſo might he to learn Wiſdom too; 
rhe Enjoyment of their Treaſure in the 
Winter being no leſs an Inſtance of the 
ne, than their Labour in laying it up in 
che Summer, of the other. * Beſides; in 
ripe years, the Adyice of the Prophet 
es 4 (Frm 
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1{ms-ro be addreſſed to every Man, Ser 
hh Hoaſe in order, for thou ſhalt ſurely die, 
Jad net live ; 3. e. {tare your Accompts, 
Ile your Fortune, compole the Dif- 
Ikrences- of your Family, and fix your 
{(hildren, ſo that you may be-able to 
I licern what courſe they will ſteer when 
{jou are gone, and to correct any. Error 
They are apt to fall into, while you live, 
Iyhich may otherwiſe,” when you are 
1&ad, prove incorrigible- and deſtruQive. 
IF theſe Mortives, 'taken: from Decency, 
tudence, and Mortality; ſeem roo light, 
there is another of more weight ana mo- 
I meat behind, that is, the conſideration 
your Eternal Intereſt. "Tis highly 

I eeflary. ro leave. the Warld before 
[jou' be torn from it, and to acquaint 
{jour ſelves more-familiarly with another 
I Vorld, before you pals into it-to make 
four aboad in it for ever. Certainly ir 
res ſome time to prepare the Soul 

kr Death and Judgment; and that Man 
fil-be-very unfic for either, who is car- 
ted from the Counter to the Grave, and 
tom the Intanglements of Secular Cares 
othe Tribunal of God. Burt beſides the 
knefirs which you will find in Retire- 
Marche Proſpect and Propoſal of ir has 
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many.in it; the hopes of a Sabbatick Yea 
jn Life, will caſe rhe weight and cob | 
thoſe that precede it, and a deſign of Re- | 
treating from Frade and Buſineſs, will be | 
apt toinduce Men to pals their firſt Years | 
with _ comer and Abſtinen, 
that they may the iaoner- provide the | 
means/of nd -or-honourable Retire- - | 
Theſe Rules well obſerved, would free | 
the Negotiating Life from all the great | 
Evils and Inconveniences it is ſubject rg, 
Buſineſs, as it was 4n the time of Innq | 
cence,” would be,:not the Curle, but the | 
Bleſſing of Mankind ; and Trade would | 
be as cafie and innocent, if not-as plea 
fant, as 4dar's Husbandry in his Gar: 
den; for urn 9 would be without 
Dr udger , and x are. 'witho UT Anxiety Y; 
Crane would-be carried on without 
any mean or ill Artifice, withour impa: 
giear and cormenting Deſigns, or tire | 
and vexatious Dilappointments. - What | 
need would there be of Shifts and Equis | ; 
yocations, of Fraud and Circumyveation, { 7. 
if a Man had Faich-enough to believe, 
that -God's Bleſſing 'upan his Induſtry 
were the only way to grow truly rich, 1 
mean to get,if not.ſo..much as-he would, |; 
"LE | EO orgs __ yet 
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Ir as much as would be good for him? 
Iſhat Temptation would Man lie under 
JoBondage and Drudgery,or to Perplexi- 
1" and. ; Mr Th could contain 
Jlis Deſires within thoſe narrow Bounds 
Ikich' Nature and his Station have pre- 
{ibed him 2 Whar Fears could diſquier 
The Mind, which were formed into an 
{mirc Reſignation to, and Dependance 
1 ypon God? Or. how could the World 
anare that Soul which allets a preper 
game for Publick Religion, and Priyate 
{ Meditation > In a word, theſe Rules heing 
| fllowed, Men would not only ayoid the 
| {mmon Rocks on which the Happineſs 
ad 'Fortune . of the 7rager. generally 
Ghes;buc alſo attain the endo: chis ſort 
« Active Life; they would gert'Eftates 
G& I: | . 

ttheir younger Years, /and enjoy.,them 
1ntheir [riper ; nay, no portion. of; Life 
yould-want its proper. and \{cafogable 
Ejoyments, they would in the-midit of 
wuſineſs preſerve. their Innocence, - and 
men they.did\retire from it, they would 
"y that Religion which, they.could 
Kfore bur begin, and enrich, and adorn, 
4nd entertain:the Soul, which they could 
4ut-guard and defend beforg,and fcarcely 
maintain in Life, L mean Spiricual Life, 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of a Contemplative Life, 


For. whom this Chapter i defigned; what kind 
- of Life i to be underſtood by a Contem- | 


plarive one.. Sect. r. The Ends or Rea- 
ſons warranting the Choice of ſuch a Life; 
Firſt, Enjoyment ; Secondly, Self-pre- 
ſervation from the Aſſaults of Tempta- 
tion; Thirdly , The better ſerving the 
World ; Fourtily, 4 more entire Dedi. 


cation of ones ſelf to God. Set. 2. The | 


Conditions, or Qualifications neceſſary to « 
Contemplative Life. ; Firft, 4 Plenti- 
ful - Fortune ; Secondly, 4. peaccablc 
and humble Diſpoſition ; Zhirdl,. 4 


good Underſtanding. Sect: 3. The | 
Regulation of a Contemplative Life: | 


with reſpedt;, Firſt, To Time; Secondly, 11 
Place; Thirdly, To the Exerciſe or Im- 
ployment of a-retired Life. Zhe Cor- 
Ftufion, containing the Pleaſure and Flpp- 
»e(s of a Contemplative Life, 


—HE firſt thing that offered -ir ſelf 
ro my Thoughts, taking a view oi 


this Subject, was, the Collegiate _ of 
54. 0 Sclig 
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:olars in the Univerſities ; but beſides, 
lit here they do: not ſo much defign 
Joretire from the World, as to prepare 
1&m(clves for ir ; I had ceafon to think, 
Iarever Service I could propoſe to do 
&Publick by any Advice I could here 


I, my Zeal could neyer be able to 


tone my Preſumprion, fince theſe Se- 


\ Fanaries of Learning, are under the Con- 


{bt and Direction of the Ableſt, nor of 
tis Age only, bur of thoſe paſſed: I do 


| Iattherefore Calculate this Diſcourſe for 


Je, bur for Perſons of another Eauca- 
Jion, and under no Direction bur their 
Im; for ſuch, who make their Retreat 

kim the World, tired, and ſated with it ; 
fch,whoſe Inclination or Forrune caſts 

hem upon a quiet, private, and unactive 
like: To thele, I ofler my lelf a Compa- 
Jion; 1 would enter wich them into their 
Fivacies, and ailiſt chem to pals their 
fours with truc Pleaſure and Innocence ; 
[would inſpire them, if I could, with wiſe 
ad excellent Thoughts ; I would engage 
tem in the moſt necetiary and moſt de- 
ightful Buſineſs of Humane Life, and 
flard them againſt thoſe Evils and Fol- 


J's which are apr to infinuate themlclyes 


to the moſt Solitary Life. 
| I 
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| I muſt here in the next place tepear i- 


art Obſervation which. I think I haye 


ſome where before made, Thar theLife of | 4 


Man muſt neither be wholly Contempla. 


tive, nor wholly. Active; for as Aion Ji 
and Buſineſs, without any Medication, is | | 


apt to alienate the Mind from God and 
Verrue; to corrupt all that is great and 


erous, and truly wife in it, and wed I 
it wholly to the World ; fo I doubt aLife 8h 


ſpent wholly in Contemplation, without 


any mixture of Action, will prove fruits Jv 


leſs and unprofitable ; and Men condem- 


ned to utter Solitude, like the Trees and I 


Shrubs of the Wilderneſs, would groy 
wild and {avage,luxuriant in Leaves, but 
their Fruit, if they brought forth any, 
{our and {mall. They forget the Na- 
ture and the Duty of Man, and talk not 
Seraphically, but Fantaſtically ; whoever 
perſwade him to give up himſelf intirely 
to Conremplation + Man' is yet a mixt 


and compound Being, when he becomes J*; 


all 'Spirtt , ler him be alt Thought: He 


is yer a Citizen of this World, tho he Fj 


be deſtined for another ; let him not 


forget that there are Vertues becoming Ih 
him as ſuch; ler him live by intuition, F; 
when he comes inro' the perfect Un, Ws 
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jd: enters inro the beatifick Prefence ; 
him live by Raprures, when he is come 
Jo aWorld where Wants and Frailties, 
iis and Evils, cannot enter : In the 
Jean time, ler Man content himſelf with 


ich only Angels rake; having thus ta- 
ſin care, firſt to raiſe no expectation in 
by Reader, which might afterwards be 
ſtrared 3 and next prevented his being 
ktrayed into any Extravagance, by pro- 
Ring a more abſtracted Life than che 
Mature of Man and the World will ad- 
tit, 1 will now proceed to diſcourſe of 
tcſe three Things : | 
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 templative Life. 

Secondly, The Neceſſary Qualifications for 
it. And, Ts 

* Thirdly, "The due Regnlations of it. 


ſc tro themſelves Eafe and Enjoyment, 
the 'grear End and Defign of their 
Retirement ; now th6 this be a mean 
1nd low Project, lictle becoming the Ex- 
Wletice of our Chriftian Profeſſion, yer 
Tannor bur acknowledge, thar-ir-ſeems 


Co 


4 


"Firp, Of the Reaſons, &c. Some pro- 


"State, not dream of the Flights 


"Firſt, The Reaſons and Ends of aCon- 


Ry 
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to me an abſurd and irrational thing, to JW 
wear out Life in a continual Hurry or Jy 
drudgery ; and 1 cannot but think it % 
reaſonable, that Men ſhould one time or uh 
other allow caſe to the Body, and quiet Jy 
to the Mind; ſhould ſer both-free from Ii 
their Servitude to the World, and enjoy Jt 
the Wealth which they have got together, 0 
and eat the Fruit of their Travel and % 
Care ; But tho this be true, yer if Men 
do quit the Buſineſs, only to give them: 
ſelves up to the Pleaſures of the World; Ii 
if rhey exchange their Anxiety and Toil 
for Luxury and Senſuality,and in ſtead of 
| being induſtrious, plodding, and thriving 
Traders, become idle, 'or which is: worle, 
looſe and riotous Country Gentlemen; 
this I muſt conſeſs is bur a miſcrallle 
Change, this: is but to prophane Retice- 
ment, abuſe Plenty, and waſte that pre- 
cious Time which God has made them 
Maſters of ; this, ina word, is not for a 
Man to quit his ſlayery, bur ro exchange 
his Maſters; for as to the intereſt of a- 
nother Life, and the rrue end of this, 'tis 
much the ſame thing, whether a Man 
be a Servant to Pleaſure and Sloth, or to 
Coverouſneſs and Ambition. The ſum of 
tis Matteris plainly this, "Tis Oy 
ealy 
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dy lawful for ſuch as have been long 
Jad in che purſuit of the World, to re- 
Jnr and enjoy themſelves and their 
ends ; nay further, I count them hap- 
j, who ſeem born not to ſtruggle and 


»% 
[3 


tif by Enjoyment be here underſtood, 
Jaly the gratification of the Humour by 
ward, tho innocent Pleaſures, I muſt 
Im, That this is too mean, roo low, 
p-be the chief End, either of the ones 


kerear from it : Bur if, which is wore, 


1; 


” 


Enjoyment be here meant growing fat 


x 
"#7 


Ine rank and rotten through Eaſe and 
th, ] deny this to be the Exjoymert 
#4 Man, much leſs of a Philoſopher or 
(lnſtian : The Enjoyment of a private 


it in Peace and Order, in Harmony 
ud Exaltation, in a holy Calm and Se- 
rity, in. which, as-in a clear day, from 
he rop of ſome advantageous height, 
i Ezjoy an enlarged and delightful Pro- 
Int ; when we look backwards, we be- 


wld a wide Sea covered with a vaſt. 


Wmber of all ſorts of Vellels, toſſed up 
ad down at rhe mercy of Winds and 
; K Waves, 


Jantend with the World, but to enjoy'it; - 


ance into the World, or the others 


good Eating and Drinking, or as it 


lik. or Philoſophical Receſs,ought to con- | 
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Waves, ſome few ſeem to make out with 
a ſteddy, Courſe, but. are immediately 
encountered with croſs Winds and Storms, 
a very few indeed, to return in triumph 
homewards, and' of theſe, ſome miſcar- 
rying almoſt in ſight of Port 3 of all the 
reſt, 'a great part, , with much toyl and 
difficulty, do ſcarcely live in ſtreſs of 
Seas and Weather, but the far greater 
part do ſuffer wreck, and carter their 
miſerable Ruins ' on, every Coaft. But 
when we. look. forward, we diſcoyer a 
rich and ſecure Country, thinly. inhabi- 
red indeed, but filPd with all che Marks 
of Joy and-Vidtory. But whither vill my 
Imagination lead, me ; the Enjoyment of 
the retired, is to confiſt in the pleaſant 


Refleions they make on their Efcape 


+ 


out of a tempeſtuous World, in. the 
Commerce and Entercourſe they main- 
rain with that above; in a calm and 
leafurely ſurvey of all rhe various and 
wondrous Works of God, the. Works 
of Grace and Nature ; and laſtly, in a 
very intimate and familiar Acquaintance 
with themſelves, and the daily habitual 
practice of plcafing and perfect Vertucs. 

Secondly, One true end of Retirement 
may be Selt-defence, or Peter grin 
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IkARive Life is a ſtate of War;atid rhe 
Iorld'is an Hoſtile-Country, Snares and 
{buſhes are laid every where for us, 
ever and anon Terftptations, worldly 
at feſhly Luſts; which St: Peter tells 


alter to courr and betray us, or.to drive 
ad foree us into'death and ruin; there- 
(if ' we be conſcious: to our ſelves af 
0 own weakneſs; we have reaſon not 
weepole our: ſelves to dangers; 'which 


Wh to vanquiſly; and; ro chooſe Re- 
Whient not as a ſtato'of Perfection, bur 


I{togths of Reaſon,and rhe Inclinations 
JiNature, are very different in different 
ks; whoever therefore, upon the beſt 
ey-le cat make of his own Forces, 
ad-after ſome, not inſincere Trials, finds 
Wl no' March for the World, unable 
b countermine its Policies, and/ oppole 
s Power, ſuch a: one, if he can, may, 
uy, I believe: ought ro retire from the 
ford, as from-rhe' face of a too potent 
bemy ;/ for ch6 War be'fuller of Glory, 
Gee” 1s" fuller of Security ; and rho an 
wive/ ard bulſie-Life be in its ſelf more 
iceable-to the good of Mankind, and 
Bhs K 2 the 


$:d6 war: againſt the Soul; do indeayour. 


&have- not courage nor ſtrength e-_ 


yi The Meaſures of Grace, the 
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the honour of God, yer in this caſe, apoor 
Chriſtian, may prefer.,a Contemplatiye 
one as'the ſecurer ; and: this is not to de- 


cline the Service of God and Man, bur 
Sin and Danger ; 'tis not to prefer Eaſe 
and Security before | Spiritual Induſtry 
and Glosy, but before a raſh Preſumpti. 
on,.and a fatal Defeat or Overthrow; 


OE - birdly, - Another End- of Retirement I 


miy be, to render us more beneficial to 


the World. The different Talents of | 


diftcrent. Perſons do ſeem to mark them 
out, and, deſtine them to different ſorts 
of Life; there are, if I may ſo ſpeak, 
Active and Contemplative Gifts, and 'tis 


a great Felicity for any. one to beable to | 


know himſelt ſo well, as to diſcern 
what the God of Nature has deſigned 
him for: Some, who are a diſgrace to 
a pub:ick Station, would be an Ornament 


to a privaie one; many who ad but | 
awkwardly, think and meditate very 
wifely and accurately ; and ſome, who | 


do but expoſs themſelves in Buſinels, 
would, paſs very well in Retirement,and 
prove excellent Examples. of Innocence 


and Verrue, and wonderfully oblige by. 


rheir good Nature, Sweetneſs, and. Cha- 
rity, all (ſuch as ſhould live within the 
; reach 
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web of their Influence. 'None ate wont 
Iiore earneſtly to cover Retirement, than 
I who are naturally addicted to'Learn- 
Jaz; Men too plain, or too gfeat for a 
mſty and ſubrle World, too generous, 
rader, and eaſe for a buftling,vexatious 
and ſtingy one ; thefe are che Men, who 
Ijhen they are Maſters of their wiſhes, 
Iſem' more particularly obliged to dedi- 
J ate thenſelves to ſome Eminent Service 
of the Publick ; theſe muſt not: bury 
their Talents, but ripen them in quier 
| nd retirement, - like -Guardian-Angels, 
they ſhould procure the honour and hap- 
piaeſs of the Places, which they ſeldom 
o& never appear. to; and withdrawing 
mly, not to avoid the, Service, but the 
foolery of the World, they mult eyer 
| mainegin an Active” Charity and Com- 

paſſion for thoſe ritey leave behind,caughr 
{adentangledinit ; and muſt out of gra- 
titude travel to obtain'fome Bleſſing or 0- 
ther” upon that Government, to whoſe 
FroteRtion they owe the Comforts and 
Kcutity of their Rerreat. Bur tho this 
Diretion ' do more immediately concern 
luch as theſe, rhat is, Men of Parts, yet 
lire there' are none utterly exempt from 
{his Obligation of procuring the Publick 

| RK 3 Good 
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Good in their Proportion ; : who is there 


£ 


ſo deſtitute of rhe Gifts of Grace, Nature, J% 


or Fortune, as to have.no Mite-ja ca 


4 


intothe Publick Treaſury Hethar dares 


. 


and coraforr his ignorant or afflicted | 


Neighbour ; he who cannor give Advice 


ar all, may yer give Alms, which, very 


often is asfolid and ſubſtantial a benofr: 
and he that cannot do. this, can yet ne- 
ver be exculcd from Offcring, yp gaily 
Prayers fox the Peace. and Welfare of. his 


fication of rhe Church, for rhe Conver- 


on of Sinners, cc. nay he may pracecdto 


what Particularicies be thall lee fic or ne- | 


celary, both in his Petitions and Thank(: 


 g1viogs, and from theſe Intergeſſions both 
the Publick and Priyare, may, jos qught 


# 4 


I'know, _aP more true and; yahzable Be- 
L 


nefit, than from the Works and.Labous 


of the, Learned, or from, the Alms and 


Bounty. of the Rich, To, conclude, he 


 thatleads the moſt private ang ſequeſired 


Life, and. 1s: coo of the, pooreſt Endoy: 


ly incapable of rendrigg any, che.leaſt 
PcIVice to others,  ſmcc the. fingte. Ex- 
amp'e 


' 
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mple of -Vertue and Integrity, and the 
Inrmth of a pious and edifying Cenver- 
iron is of the greareſt ufe. Someway 
I ocher therefore the moſt ſolitary Life 
$eht to ſerve the Publick, that ſo Re- 
I ifemerit- may not miniſter tro Wanton- 
{6 and Sloth, bur Piety and Vertue ; 
Indthe World may not loſe a Member, 
| rb irs Service in its proper place, 
id moſt effectual "manner. 
®Faarthly, The main End of Retire- 
ent from the World ſhould be, I think, 
to dedicate our {elves more intirely ro 
6%: The Philoſopher rhought indeed 
$1 Contemplarive Life the moſt happy 
be} but rhoughr it too a Bleſſing too 
I fear for Mortal Man, roo high for this 
Ri Natbre,and above the ſtare and con- 
dition of this World ; he had a great deal 
Reaſon on his fide, yer mult we preſs 
om towards that perfeftion which we 
Uthor attain ; and ir is a ſufficient Rea- 
fon for our doing {o, that we {hall chus 
approach nearcr roi; tho therefore what 
foe Monkiſh Aurhors have wrir of a So- 
ltary Life, cqualling almoſt the Duries 
ind Pleaſures of ir, ro thoſe of an Ange- 
lieal one; tho whis; I ſay, may feem ra- 
fixr holy Romance and Enthuſiaſm, rhan 
- K 4 grave 
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grave and found Doctrine, yet ſure ir 
cannot be denied, bur that the Prophets, 


the Nazarites, and the Eſſens amongſt | 


the Fews, and many devout and excellent 


Perſons amongſt the Chriſtians, as well - 


in the pureſt as corrupteſt Ages of the 
Church, have choſe and coveted Soli- 
tude and Deſarts, I mean not uninhabited 
Places, for that if it were ſo, was an Ex- 
ceſs and Extravagance, but calm and f+ 
I-nt Retreats from the noiſc and-imperti- 
nence, from the hurry and diſtraction of 
much Buſineſs and much Acquaintance; 


and ſince they did ſo, their Examples 


fecm to teach us, That this State may 


te made eminently uſeful to our own | 


good, and God's glory ; here a Man 
teems to have little elſe ro do, but to 
praiſe God and improve himſelf, to ex- 


. piate. the Errors of his paſt Life, and to 


correct and ſubdue whatever he feels a- 
mils in himſelf at preſent, ro perfect and 
augment his Graces, and-to dreſs and a- 


dorn his Soul for rhe Feſtival Solemni-. 


ties and Triumph of another World: 


Now he {cems to have nothing to do, but 


ro begin his Hatelujahs, to advance into 


the Borders and Confines of Heaven by 


Faith and Devction, and from the heights 


of 
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Meditation, to ſurvey as from thenext 
drantageousHill,cheRiches and the Plea- 
Ies-of chat Canaan which he ſhall in a 
Iaoment enter into ; and by this method, 
Ipdoubr of ir, as he ſhall enlarge his Ap- 
aite and Capacity of Happinels, ſo ſhall 
e enlarge his ſhare in it ; by this me+ 
hod he ſhall adorn Religion, and repre- 
fat. it . to. the Wor'd as moſt lovely and 
zolt uſeful ; he ſhall experimenr it ro be 
alpeakably delightful in ir ſelf; he 
all render the World more eaſie to him, 
ad Heaven more deſirable ; and when- 
comes to the Banks of Jordan, thart is, 
C Death, which parts this World from 
Ide other, he ſhall find the Streams of it 
Inded to make him way ; that is, the 
Troubles and Terrors of it difſipated,and 
k ſhall paſs. through it full of humble 
mtitude for the Bleſſings of this paſt 
like, and rayiſking Hopes and Deſires of 
boſe of the future. 
Theſe are. the proper and rational 
ds of withdrawing from the World, 
bb I am not ignorant that: there may be 
feral other Inducements tot; ſuch are 
is digeſting a Diſcontent or Diſgrace, 
le curing ſome Paſſion which would be 
Merwiſe nouriſhed by converſing with 
*+ -- 


the Troubles -and Noiſe of 'the \ 


and/as'fome Men'are forced our'sf their | 
Rettealts itto- the , World, not Without | 

great Service ro tlie Publick, folate thire | 
Bits, who if they had fenfe ef6uph to | 


know thetiſelyes,” or thodeſty enbigh to 


hear the Advice of” their Friends,” fhowld 


| berake themſelves to a private Life,” ro 


prevent the Miſchief in which they. Ire 


ke! toinvolve rheinſelves ahd o-hevs in | 


aPublick one.; ſich are Men 6f by tht 
enterprizing Tetnpers, without Sufficich: 


Ey ;- en of Zeal ard Adtivity, Without 


Underſtanding. But 1 delighed not here 
fo ruth to confider what might 'indice 
Mentocmb:racea quiet GlentLite, as.what 
Ejfids they were to propole to thetniſelyes 
Foe they were in'ir, whichHavins Gone, 
1 wil lp on 6 tlie ſecond thing. 

| >. The Qua'ificarions Which , 
Men for a Retired Life; and ele ate, 1 
think, Thee. 


- FiyRt, A plentiful, Or. at Halt evinſ 
ref Forrune. 

Secondly, A mild and Iticibl e Diſh hſiti- 
on, or atleaſt; a quiet and com poſe J Mind 


' Thirdh, A'sv0Jd Underſtandin?. ; 
Firit, 
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| fir, 'A plenrifal Forcune. Ti istrae, 
| ar a Competency is{ufficierit ro-tender 
Iyrecired Life 'calte, and wheh' atty: one 
Iknkes himſelf toi as a 'Refage or Sah+ 
Itnary, againſt che Hofliliries and Perfe- 
f Temprarions, this is adundant- 
j'tnough ; bur where a'Contemiplative 
Tie is:a-marrer of Choice; not'Necefi Ity, 
zpleneiful Fortune is of great ule, ahd a 
Qrnamenr ;-it will raakethe Exam: 
ge of a Man's Veetue thine with a Ulear- 
r/Laftre and-greater Auchority ; I will 
mable/him ro domany Works'6F Chari- 
g/avhich  fthall have much defiphr' in 

ttm; [otichour/ Toil 6& Diſtitbance ; 1 
vil furniſh him with all uſofF? means of 
Þblick and Privare Devotion; ant wich 
pkareyer is nereſlary- © enable Him ro 
jaſs- bis time borh delightfully/and-ract- 
mallyi i 1 chink: Plane expreſſed 'my 
thoughts cleatly'y! bur-to prevent'all mi- 
ſakes, 1: will add; by a plenrifuFForrune, 
| do-nor_mean a prear: one, tliis iS" more 
tommonly burdenforne, than tfeful ro a 
pivare Life, and more apt to. ifcurhber 
than promote the: rrge Ende of it In 
ny. Recirement; 1 vyoukd have decency 
ind// order,” but Hori ſtare and ſhow 3; Þ. 
would have comeiy Plenty; but me 2 
toll-. 
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toilſom Aifluence ; for the Buſineſs of 


Solitude, is to raiſe the Mind, not to en. 
rangle and enſlaye it: Bur the meaſures 
of rhis Wealth muſt finally be determin- 
ed by every Man's own Boſom; for it 
ought to be proportioned ro the Temper 
and Genius, to the Capacitics and Abjili- 


ties of the Perſon who retires, and tothe. | 
more immediate Deſign and Ends of his | 
Retirement ;. and after all, there is-no | 


reater ſtreſs to be laid upon this Quali- 
cation than this, It is convenient, | but 
not eſſential ; rho a wiſe Man may make 
an excellent uſe of it, it.is not fo abſo- 
lutely and indiſpenſably neceſlary, but 


that he may be happy withour it, both in. 


Publick and Private. For, 
Secondly, The Pleaſure and Succels of 
Retirement depends much moreupon a 
Man's Temper and Genius, that it be calm 
and quiet, that it be meek and humble; 
and if it be not naturally ſo, it muſt be 
made ſo; for a proud and ambitious, a 
reſtleſs and turbulent Perſon, will in vain 
ſcek for that reſt and repole in ſequeſtring 
himſelf from the World, which is to be 
found only in the ſubduing his Paſſions, 
and reforming his Nature : He that is 
fond of Opinion and Eſteem, he that is 
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[he the diſpoſal of Fancy and. Humor, arid 
{;0or able to ſhake oft the Yoak of Fa- 
and Cuſtoms, will find much to. 
nment him, but nothing to'improve or 
t him in his Retirement : But on 
he other hand, the meek and humble 
an, will find his Garden a Paradiſe, and 
1s Solitude a converſing with God and 
Ikaven ; he will enjoy thepreſent with- 
Jat any further Proſpect or Ambition ; 
ſedirate without any DiſtraCtion;; Wor- 
ip and- Praiſe God, as if he had noother 
klineſs, or Deſign, and do all the Good 
kan in his little Sphere, as if it were 
te only Pleaſure and Entertainment of 
It-Life he had choſe. *Tis one of the 
nar Priviledges of Retirement, to be a- 
e Jie to neglect fantaſtick and imaginary 
 Iivod, and purſue after that only which 
: Kfolid and {ubſtancial ; ro bethe Maſters 
(our own Time and Adtions, and tomo- 
& Life by our own Reaſon and Inclina- 
ons, not the Fancies and Humors of o- 
hers. *Tis the great Advantage of Re- 
itement, that a Man has all the Pleaſure 
s Soul deſires within his own reach, 
hat all of the World thar is grateful ro 
lim, is to be found within the verge of 
I's private Abode; he therefore whoſe - 
EY Mind 
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Mind-gads abroad, and hankersafterFo- 
reign Pleaſures, ; who is taintec-with En. 
vy: or. Enyalation; who hbunts:after-E- 
ſteem, and.is diſcoinpoſed'by:the Fancy : 
and Cenſuregof-athers; muddiesthepure 
Stream, corrupts;and-adulteratesthetrue 
ralt aadraliſh.of aretircd:Life; this there- 
fare:ought to be the firſtendeavaur of him 
whoiecks Happincls in a-retreat ; to free 
his, Mind-frons all thoſe buſie: or ambiti- - 
ousPaijſions, which willdiſturbhisRepole, 
and corrupt his. Taſte, and-.ro:reduce/it 
to. its native; Purity: and:Simpliciry; in 
which it will be: able toreliſhtheBleſſing'. 
of true Liberty, oficalic and innocent Plea- 
{uxes,” of- true:and arrie(s Friendſhip, of 
rcguiar- and: undiſturbed Devotion, and: 
finally, ofcalmand-elevated/Meditation. 
Zhirdly,, A. gaod: Underſtanding, is4 
neceſſary Qualification: for. Rexirement. 
It requures- no. little Prudence'to guard 
our {ctves:again{t: choſe. Evils or Imperti- 
nences which. will be apr.to invade,: or- 
inſinuate themſelves into our- Solitude; 
decently to. decline Bufineſs, Acquain- 
tance, Ceremonies, . Divertions, I mean 
{uperfluous:;and unnecefiary, which will: 
rob us; of our Time. and. Liberty, and 
obltruct us..in.all the wile + 
pole 
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oe to our ſelves, is a matter, of no or- 
lindry dexterity ang addrels. Nor does, 
i equire leſs Underſtanding. to prelerye 
J Yeace and Order of a private Fami- 
f, 1% yet, tis in vain to thun the in- 
won thar. is abroad, if. more fatal and 

it 
bh horn 'Maladizs rei gn at home. Nay 
Jather, the Family of the Contemplas. 
ſ Jan, Pe au not, only. to, give him, 
Diſturbapces, bur if poſſible, icoy2bt. 
; F* * moulded and compoſed to. his, own, 
Jum fumor, and. animargd. by inc/inations.. 
It mewhat. atſeaſt a Kin to his, Nay, af-. 
Ii x all, Jer us {1 upp Dole the Ma Ft, intire- 
[tec queſtred, as, to ke artery, di fengaged. 
im-all orher Incereſts bus his VN, to, 
Wye, no. dependanee upon any others. 
wiion,. to., have none but himſel f:ro. 
ri I, no ia to pleaſe, no,oth }Fr.to, 
mpr rove, even here 1 cannot rell whether, 
h dſoluxc a, Liberty. do not need. the. 
qrater, iſdom to- moderate and ggvern. 
hand wherher it do not. requige. alat- 
Capacity, ro figd a proper and. wile. 
if eg for one. whoſe Fortune has 
hs none ar, all ; rhey, are.no Or- 
wh 4 W:ERTS. zl hich will. coable. 
te looſe and free from all Buſineſs, to. 
Fed) his time -profitab! 'y and pleaſaacly ; ; 
and. 
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and yer if he do not, he will be liable to 
the worlſt of Evils ; he will diſſolve and 

utrifie in ſloth, or elſe turn ſour- and 
avage, churliſh and brutiſh, through ig- 
norafice diſguſt, and diſcontent ; nau- 
ſeated with a Life that affords him no- 
thing new, nothing taking : But the 
Book of Nature lies open to him |! *tis 
true, but he cannot read it; tis not eve- 
E. ry vulgar Eye that diſfcerns the delicate 
touches of a skilful Pencil, the curious and 
{ubtle mixtures of Light and Shade in a 
well drawn Piece; *tis not every Speta- | 
tor can judge of the Beauty, Strength, 
and Convenience of a well contrived 
Building. But his Cabinet may be well [ 
furniſhed *ris true, but if the Man have: It 
nothing Bookiſh in him, if he have no 
Genius for Eloquence, no Ear for the [ii 
Muſick'of Wit and Fancy, no Judgment JK 
for Hiſtory, no Comprehenſion for Arts ÞWt 
or, Sciences, what is a Cabinet to him, Ii 
tho furniſhed ever ſo well, eicher for uſe Þ8- 
or ratity ? 'tis only fit to be ſhewn, or- Jud: 
to ſleep in, for after all the coſt and skill Joy 
laid out upon it, the Couch is the beſt We 
Furniture in it. But there is Friendſhip ke 
there is ; the Name indeed there is,. bur 
the Thing - is too Divine; a low andÞus' 
; __ grove-J® 
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oycling Soul, a dull and impenerrable 
ſemper” cannor diſcern the Charms, nor 
aſte the Sweets of Friendſhip ; whar is 
un Familiarity which is incapable of 
derneſs* or ' 7. Paſfion ? what is that 
pnverſation' which is incapable of va- 
F,-or depth, of: Wit, of Judgment 2 
Jur there Rh igion, there is Bott, 
(boundleſs Ficld of Profic and Delight ! 
| Yours and” the Principles: of this are 
Il and ſtrong able to Move 'the'Man 
| Fbweſt Capicny' to decline Evil, fol- 

w his Calling, and do good in propor- 
ſon - ng Senle and: Abilicy ; bur as to 
phick. Contemplative Religion, for | 
"be the Life ad Buſineſs'of Man, 
Fequies a vaſt Capacity,” raifed 'and 
\ [ified 'Notion, and little lefs than real 
3 th thfiafin ; [ mean '#'truly Divine Im- 

Is' or Ardour impreſſed ot inkindled 
a ſthe e Soul, by the exuberantTnfluxes of 
ſeſſed $pirir. Ina: word, he'who in 
b-Retreat is intirely Maſter of-himſelf 
al PITime, had need of Talenrs'to' im-- 
dy and divert him to'find him Buſineſs 

- {ona and to inable him/toreap 
1 Jenei kefic from: the one, afid' to preſerve his 
hoc: nce in the other © 5 and withour | 


nee of Underſtandihg, a foltary 
4 L Life 
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Life muſt be very dull and barren; 
can I think of any ure for this,. "Ages to 
increaſe a Man's Task and Buſine(s, .in. | 
proportion to the defect of his Vader- | 
ſtanding, thar ſo Imployment may fill || 
rhoſe Vacuities which Contemplation ne- 
ver can. : . This py puts me in mind. ro ads. 
vance on to the chird,ching, Ropoſed: » 
Sect, 3. The Regiilationsof a Co 
plative He” which = either, FIY 
The Time ;  S*conaly,. .'The Place, , or, |! 
Thirdly, The. Exerelſe and Imployment, |? 
of Retirement. . 7 {+ 
Firſt, As to Time. : Thou gh Conteny, | 
plation, . more or. leſs, ought to enter.40- [2 
to every part of our Lives, yet the maſk 
{caſonable time of gi Giving our flvermore ( 
intirely..up to it, is che Evening -of Life, |% 
the Declenſion of our Age; wehave then'i|# 
had our fill of the World. and ſhall not, [y Gb 1 
be like to hanker after it ; we have ſeen | 
the emptineſs of it, and ſhall be 1 
like to fix, upon: ſolid. Good ; be many 42 
value our Peace and Calm rhe more, ag '' 
we have: been Jong. tofſed by. Ro F 
beſides, .we-ſhall-ſer our ſelves. more irq cho ee : 
oufly to. the Meditation of Deatlr-and; 
Judgment, when -.we are. -come. with hiq 
Ken of them, and ſhall be apt to Bo ; 
- thel- 
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the intrinſick good and evil of things 
yith more impartialicy, when the Heats 
a Youth, and the Boilings of our Paſſ- 
gns are cooled and a: And finally, 
- {ibis is a ſcaſonable rime to corre and 
" Irpair the Errors of the paſt Life, and to 
* Jſate our Accounts for the laſt Audic. 
_ [3r rk6 1 chus prefer Age, as moſt fit for 
i retired Life, I do not diſſuade the 
Jjounger from ir, provided it be Vertue, 
: tot Softneſs; the love of another World, 
tot.a cowardly declining the Duties of 
tis, . Which prompts them to it ; other- 
Mie, it were fure much better that the 
ounger ſort, through the vigorous Sca- 
dn of Life, ſhould be engaged and raken 
Iþ by Buſineſs; nay, ſhould contend 
gen with-the Cares, Troubles, and Dif- 


j 


f 


ulcies of the World, rather than make 
hs @oice of Retirement ro be the Scene of 
k, Lyolupruous, lazy, and unprofitable 
1 {lte; for in the bne caſe ſomething is 
« [fery day learnt, ſomething done, in rhe 
7 [er nothing ; in the one, the Man lives 
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-- Iſkither diſhonourable to himſelf, nor un- 
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4 ]8ful ro his Country ; but in the other, 
i rors and con 


1 onſumes away ingloriouſly 

DS 3 ta © 8K 

kd unprofitably. bo 

«|. Secondly, As to Place. Solitude has 
L 2 ever 
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ever.been deemed a. Friend to Meditati- 
'on,. and a'Retirement from” the World Þ 
very. {ſerviceable ro a Converſation with Þ' 
Heaven : , And. this Opinion” is much J! 
ſtrengthened by the Practice of the Ne [' 
=atites, Prophets, 'and devour Perſons in | 
the beſt times. © *Tis remarked of 7a, [? 
chat'when he” would. meditate, be went 
our into the Field; and when Moſes mer [" 
God, it was in the Deſart. Without que- [4 
{tioh, "a private Rerrcar affords us many I 
Conveniences and Advantages to a Con- : 

' 


templative Life ; lcifure and ſilence ſettle 
and” compoſe the' Thoughts , ' and' the 
Mind augments its ſtrength and vigour [® 
by teſt, complacency , and” colleQtion [® 
within ir ſelf; and in this ſtate of Sereni- 
ty it is moſt fit ro reflect upon it ſelf, of |! 
cnter into a ſarvey of the Reſt and' Peace [4 
of glorified Spirics; and " examine. the Pl 
Grounds of irs own hopes; by Retire: Re 
ment. we ar leaſt in' a great meaſure fret 2 
and Giſehgape our (elves from thoſe things [;?* 
which are apr cirher to \ſoften or diſtutd 
is, and to _breed-in us eicher Vatticy 0 
Vexation. "And T cannot” tell,” but theÞþ 
finene(s of the Air, the openneſs of Pre 
tbe, and Regularity and Moderation of Ire, 
Diet, Reſt, and Exexcilt, Ny SO * 
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rence upon our Bodies, as to diſpoſe 
and prepare. them to be the' fitter Inſtru- 
ments of the Mind ; to all this we may 
add, thar the varicty, beauty, and uſe of 
ul che Works of Nature; do inſenſibly 
ad. almoſt unawares raiſe i in usan admi- 
ation of the Divine Wiſdom, and invite 
ifto adore his Power and Goodneſs. But 
all this notwithſtanding, ir. muſt ever; be 
tmembred, that Retirement does not ſo 
much conſiſt in Solitade of Place, as in 
__ from ſecular Buſineſs and Trou- 
s, from the Allurements; DiſtraQions, 
| Vocations of the, World; if we put 
Re off, we may find Retirement enough 
in the moſt populous City, but if. we 
carry theſe with us into the Country, we 


Retirement, 'we ſhall be perſecuted with 
all the Evils and Miſchiefs with which 
Vanity, Diſorder, and- Diſtraction' are 
Font'to diſquiet an active and buſicLife: 
This being rightly underſtood, the Na- 
xure of our Circumſtances ou ght to g0- 


{rem us in chuſing the Place of our Re- 
fl treat, but eſpecially a regard ro ſuch Du- 


t es, whercin we propoſe. to ſpend the 
bager portion of our Time. 


ſhall reap lictle benefit from change of 
Place or Air; and under the Name of 


L 3 Thirdly, | 
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Errors and Sins, (0. frail, tender, and 


weak our Vertuc, that ro correct the one, J-4 
nd confirm rheother, is Buſineſs.cnough, 
and may of ir ſelf caſily rake pp the Ie 
whole of Life : 1f we purſue diligently Þ1 
allthe Merhods of the Improvement and J' 
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er Arts or Imployments to- ſpend or 


"Advancement of Life, we ſhall need no 
Aivert our time ;| He that beſides a con- 


Sacraments, and Sermons, beſtows ſome 
time-cach day on bewailing his Sins, and 
'blefſing God for his Mercies ; on exami- 

"ning bis preſent State, and eſtabliſhing 
| his future Hopes : He that ſpends. each 


Aus Chriſt his Redeemer, on the Vaniry 


:nally on Death and Judgment, and withal 
”on the various Arts by which Sin and 
Folly is wont to chear or ſurprize him, to 
-rempt* or- deceive him, will, I believe, 
Find bur few hours to waſte; eſpecially 
"when *tis conſidered how much time the 
"Neceſſities of Nature, and the indiſpenſi- 
-ble Duties we owe to ſome Relatives or 
- other, take up. And this calls. ro my 
"mind the Vigilance and Induſtry-we owe 
"to the Happineſs of others, as well as to 


*: 


your own : Therearea great many Offices 
of Charity, to which Humaniry and our 


| "Chriſtian Profeſſion (if we underſtand the 
{| Natureof Church-Memberſhip) do obli 
"vs; the Peace of the Neighbourhood, 


Pre- 


* +138 $ 
Gh# 
<8 


Rant attendance upon Publick Devotion, ' 


'day but a few Thoughts on God and Je- 


and Uncertainty of all things in this: 
World, bur Religion and Verrue ; or fi-- 


. Of the true Notion 


Preleryation of Laws, the promoting I 2 Pub- 
lick Piety, the Inſtruction . of the. Teng- 
rant, the Relief of the Needy, the. Com- 
fort of the Aﬀicted, the Protection of 
the Injured ; theſe, and ſuch like Occa- 
Gons, will neyer be wanting torouZegur 
Zeal, and imploy .our Charity, ;- and 
theſe. are Works which will rurn .to.as 
g009, if not a better account in the Li 
ro come, than Solitary Vertue : And'cer- 
tainly they turn to excellent account,in 
this ; for when the retired Man dath 
cultivate the N cighbourhood, and ſow.1 it 
with his Charity, he ſeems but to plant 
and waterhis own. Garden, or plough and 
ſow his, own Fields; and while he renders 
them more tich, gay, and fertile, -him- 
_ ſelf reaps the Pleaſure and, the Profit, en- 
joys the Proſpect, and feaſts on the Fruit: 
Juſt {o it, is in this piece of Spiritual Hus- 
. bandry ; he who imparts Wiſdom, and 
InſtruQtion to another, purifies.and cxalts 
his own Mind ; he that ſcatters -rhe. Ex- 
pretſions of his Bounty and Charity, feels 
his Soul warm and delighted; and finds 
his Vertue and. bis' "Joy enlarged ;; for 


tis With Grace as tis HI Narure,, the | 


Exetcile of cach breeds b $ be en Airengrh.,a 
phat ;\'to all Thich. you may. add, 
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That no' Man conſults more effectually 
elnrereſt and the Pleaſure of his-Rerire- 
ment, than he who:-moſt zealouſly-ſtuy 
dies. the Support and-fmprovemenr-of his 
Neighbourhood. Here's Buſineſs enough, 
ad-1 could point out. ro-you more.” 

- Bur why: ſhould: I take pains to:con- 
tive and-cut out Work. for the Contem- 
plative Man!" Peradyenture 1 ſhould do 
tim-moxe! Service, . could I teach him.an 
it ro-decline it. Alas! Buſineſs will 
hunt and-follow. us,:it will-intrude and 
rels; upon - us,' whether! we will or-no5 
and ſuch;is the natural Vanity, ſuch the 
Quriofity of our Minds, :that we are too 
often apt to make our ſelves work, and 
to:intangle.our ſelves in.a thoufand.Fris 


ies; and- [mpertinenees ;-I doubt there» 


ore that” it-is here very needful, to/pur 
tioſe' Iam; diſcourſing. to in mind,;- to 
ake care, that whilit- they - ſhun the 
Trouble, and Buſineſs of the World, they 
luffer not; themſelves-.ro; be entangled-in 
lmpertinences of rheix ownereating;;that 
liey mind and purſuethe-main. End, :that 
8 growth and. increaſe in'Vertue, and-be 
{tall times ready to Sacrifice [Trifles; and 

Matters of leſs Moment to this their-great 

eſt, leſt Fancy and Humor, or {omes 
4 | ; thing 
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thing worle, uſurp'the place of Reaſon, 


- 


as it docs too often happen, in a Life of I 


abſoluteand uncontraulable Liberty. 
Secondly, Diverſion,” This is not to be 


excluded from a Solitary Life; they a Þ' 


dulterate Religion, who make it ſour'or 


melancholly, it cohdemns. fiothing but I! 
what infedts- the. Purity, or breaks the [| 

force and vigour of 'the Mind; we are I 

not immortal and incorruptible Beings, I 
the Soul and Body-both (for it were vain [ 
to contradict univerſal Experience) fink Ji 
under the weight of conſtant Labour, it I 

will be hard, if not impoſlible, to pre- J4 
ſerve the vigour of the Mind, if we de- Ji 
ftroy the Health ofthe Body: God ina Jt 
nother World deſigns us Spiritual Bodies, [8 
as the moſt proper Inſtruments of theſe JF 
active Minds, :let us not therefore make 
them - here crafie and ſickly ; I would ne JK 
ver have my Religion be the effe&t of a }Þ% 


broken Body, but an inlightted Mind; Þ'vt 
F would never have it proceed from dif f\ 
content conceived againſt this World, bit 


from the 'firm' belief, love, and admire 


tion-of a better 5 whatever therefore Dis 
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verſion recreates my Mind without en ['& 


ſnaring-it, whatever re pairs my: oy I 4 


withoutimpairing my Vertue, en 
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jth open Arms, T'll not t only taſte bur 
c Iriok my fill of Pleaſure, if it exalr, not. 
kbaſe my Nature, hall never _— 
hat it my Ming. is tao chearful, or 9y Bo- 
dy roo vigorous. Let the Prieſts of Bel 
U t chen clves with Knives and Lancers, 
Ill keep my Blood and 3 alas if 'k can, 
LIPpport wy Zeal,, an ae Ga wy 
ney; and in one words to ſerve. God 


vich Life. No body 
Inc, x, uoleſs they do x wlflly, 5 ONS 
tore 'tis not warth the while to anticipate 
: wild ObjeRtions,; I patropizenorche 
uſt but the Vigour 'of che Body ; I in- 
e not to the ſenſuality of a pollured 
Bancy, but to the vertuous recreation of 
te Mind : And while 1 think nar a. de- 
fied and diſcontended Mind, and ade- 
ayed Body, the moſt acc able Sacti- 
© to God, I do by no means. deny a 
(| K | ent .contrite. Spirit, 'a | purified and 


rs Rody tobe fo. 
"dh, ANY to Friendſhip. The diſtig- 
berween Acquaintance and Fricads 
s.cver good, but. never more proper or 
"tec coſſar than here; for Reina, 48 A 
& benitics ſequeſtring, our ſelves. from 
| Kompany,. is to be underſtood. with dif 
"£r6 FFion ; and the.plain Rule bere, as. ai 
| 2, 
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all other Caſes, is to avoid Extreams ; as 
a Croud, ſo Solitarineſs ſeems not to mi- 
niſter, either to the Vertue or Improve. 
ment.of the Mind, or to the Peace and 


Calm 'of Life ; the one robs us of our 
Time, the other leaves us ſo much, that 
to very many it becomes burdenſome; 
the one'makes us, vain, trifling, or it may 
be worke, ſenſual ; theotherdull and ſlow, 
or it may be moroſe and ſavage. The 
Skill of a Contemplative Man, is not ta 


decline'all Company, bur provide himfelf 


of good:  'The Prophers themſelves had 


their Colleges; and rhey in the firſt | 


Times, who left the Cities for the De 
fart, did yet affociate themſelves with one 
another. -Indeed, as I take it, in this 
kind of Life we have the fulleſt Enjoy: 
ment, aid the beſt Service of our Friends, 


the pureſt Delight, and the trueſt Edif- 


cation, being beſt promoted in the Con: 
remplative Life by Friendſhip; and there 


fore Friendſhip is no more to be baniſhed 
from the'Gardens and Retirements of the 
Contemplative, than from the Tables and 


Enjoyments-of the Active. "oY 
Fourthly, Devotion. Participation of 
the Lotd's Supper, 'and Meditation, are 
the remaining parts of: the Aſcerick "= 
| ang 
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Land. nd indeed theſe ought: to be his great 
 Mktormcac ALife in the World may 
Mt Life of Buſineſs, bur a retired one 

ht to be a Life of Prayer, Euchariſt, 
Y Meditation : Nor indeed can it well 


be otherwiſe, unleſs we have propoſed to: 


our ſelves ſome falſe Ends of Retirement ; 
for theſe are not only the Duries, but the 
Phaſures of the Aſcetick Life ; 1n theſe 
the Soul's enlighrned, enlarged, raiſed, 
nviſhed ; in theſe it ſoars up to'Heaven, 
and. looks down upon Earth'; in theſe 


i poſſeſſes Stability and Security, Peace 


and Reſt, in the midſt of a'frail inſtable 


I Nature, and a reſtleſs and tumulcuous 
World'; in theſe all the Paſſions of the. 


Soul are exerciſed with a. moſt tender 
ſnfible delight, ſorrow, fear, or reve- 


Ktnce; Hate and Indignation, do here 


<2 rhemſelyes to the height, Not on- 
A; without any diſorder or torture, bur 

0 with great Contentment and Satis- 
f&ion'of our Nature; Love, Hope, Joy 


rign here withgur either Check or S3- 
tiety. But” I forgot char thele Subj jects 
Pat rich and incxhavſtible, they wool 
engage me endlefly,; I forget that they 


Xen treated of fo often and ſo ex- 


ellenely ; 1 vill therefore contraQt my 


'Sails 


. 
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Sails, and yer I think T have ſaid nothing | 

of them, but as they have a particuly c 
aſpect upon the Subject of this Chapter, 
and I-cannvt pals over Meditation with- 

_ 6ut making ſome few RefleQions upon it: 
I know *tis a worn Subje&, and there. 
fore, that I may the more el find Par. 
don, J'1l take care that this ſuperfluous. 
Thpecinnce, I is be ons, fall tea Yau 
ſhort one. I will therefore take the [i- 
berty to crowd my Thoughts withour 

Mcthod together, leſt Order and Con- 
neQion thould rake up more Paper than 
the Things themſelves. A goed begin. 
ning is more than half the Work, is a Pro- 
verb no. where truer than here ; for Me- 
ditation will be like to end very unprofe- 

_ tably, if we enter not upon it in a good. | 

Diſpoſition and deyout Frame, and if we fy. 

do, it feldom ſucceeds ill,  _ I” 

The Soul therefore ought to be ſedate, 

- calm, untouched by any worldly Cons 
cern, pure and unſullied by any. Carnal 
Image, filled with, the deſire of Spiritual 
Influence, poſſeſſed. with the awe of the 

Yermay ſudden andextraordinary Ad ' 


> 


of Meditation be ingrafted upon the Stock . " 
of our natural Paſſions, however firſt rail- |” 


« 
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gd: Thus a troubled Mind, betaking. it 
Iklfro refleftupon theVanity ofrheWotld, 
axupon rhe Errors a Life wad | Corrypyjon 
rge it 1elt:in a great 
INE, Al ling, and editying 
| 3, till the Storm diſſolve i 

and fruirful Shower, Thus che Mind, 
little gay with ſatisfaction or Joy, will. 
 Jafily overflow into Halclujahs, if ir en- 
x into the Meditation of the Joys: of 
kaven, the Love and Beauty of God, 

te Triumphs of the Reſurrection, &c. 
In all Meditation we ought to have: 
wore regard to EdificationthanLearning,: 
p:Charity than Knowledge, to devout 
aſſions, than Fancy, or Curioſity. 
.;Let, none; deſpiſe pious Heats and: 
kranſporrs, becauſe. theſe ſhort Paſſions, 
ikea repeated, will grow into! habicual. 

lineſs, and ſteddy Devotion. 


- * 


I.Thoſe Arguments which-we find: moſt 


{Qual to the repreſſing;an inordinate- 
leQion, or-to the cheriſhing a weak and: 
ning Vertue, are to be often ruminated; 
tot. only that they may be alwaysready, 
but alſo becauſe they; are: generally more: 


Jlcceſsful.chan others,” which may yet be- 


{n themſelves. of greatet ſtrength and 
Ihre; for Sins, like-the Slaves in Z#ſtn, 
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are often more' eaſily defeated by Whips 
and Scourges,. than by Swords, ' 
-The- Principles which- do-the great 
Work of Religion, are few, ' clear, and 
irreſiſtible, bura vaſt Body of Sentences; | 
Notions, Arguments, untried, undigeſted, | 
are like the Armour of Saul upon David, 
unmanagable : and cumberſom. /*2 > 
-Diſputable orintricate Points do yield 
lictle or no Nouriſhmeat;” Wit aad Fancy: 
at&alſo for Ornament, nor Food..' 
Yet weak Stomacks mult 'be'fed with 
eaſie and digeſtable Diet ; and this/ may 
be.made too as pleaſant and inviting as it' 
ans God inithe Works of Nature has! 
ngled Beauty -with'Uſe, Pleaſure with 


Pro t, why fhould we think this unlaw- 


ful in the Kingdom of Grace2-/Variety- 
alſo may be called in ro- prevent lariguor” 
and drowſineſs; nay, if the Genius of the- 
Man be ſuch, char his-Mind is apt-to. be 


exalted; and as it were purified by them, | [ | 


know-not why notional and thin, or 


ſterious and deep Speculations ſhould bat 


forbidden him; +only in theſe, and ſuch" 


like Inſtances,. two" Errors are to be" as 


voided: - Firſt, ' That 'we do not ſtudy" 


more for Delight and Entertainment 5" 


chan for Edification 1 in Faich and Verrue” 
Seconily, 


——— 
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Sondly, That wedonotobtrudeourFan-. 


ces. as Oracles,: our. Dreams as Articles 
of Faith upon the World. If E cannot 
indulge or abound in both, give me the 
Lyxury of Loverather than thatof Fancy, 
1nd;let me excel in Humility and Mode- 
ty, rather than Knowledge and Notion. 
.$t Peter,in thoſe few words, Epif.2.2. 
4s new born Babes defire the fincere Milk of 
the Word, that ye way grow thereby; (ſeems to 
haye excellently ſ{um'd up the whole Do- 
tins of Contemplation; compriſing ar 
ces the Matter, -Defign; and End' of it, 
gether with che Frame and Diſpoſition 
o Mind, qualifying us for it. 


{-Writing may ſerve to marſhal atid pre- 


krye- our Thoughts, ; and by this: means 
ie may. be ſtocked with Notions which 
my always be ready. Matter and Ars 
mment for us to expatiate on ;_ but we 
wght- to-take eare, that firlt or laſt we 


\ I'*moyed or affected by what we-write; 
. [el this will be. rather an Exerciſe of 
- J2ir:Jovention than Devorion; and all the 
;/ IFodudts of it. will -be. rather Eſlays of 
1 IVit and Fancy, than of holy Meditation ; 
; 14nd we ſhall: be rather apr to be pleaſed 


Mactice.: | 1215 


They 
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They who are unable w. fiat proper 


Marrer fot Contemplavion, or ro.eatty-iy 


on regularly: and cohetently, and by on» 
ſequence catrreap-litule Ecuicby this:Kin 
of Exerciſe, may: fupply choſe Defechs by 
Reading, and; ſucl Retiedtions and Apph- 


cations: of iv as, are: moſt/ealily-and vb... 


viouſly made: Þor Example 


ſeeing "the Myltiondzey) he ment np" into 4: 


Mountain : And whey he" was ſet; bis: Diſs 


ciples came. anto him." ' And; he opraed- his 
Mouth. and: tang lt themy' ſayinz ; © bleſs. 
{{&d eſis! Thouy he :true- Doctor andc 


Feaclicr, whoſtEWords are Þif6 adj 


Spirit and Frurh, -Þ will; leave cie:Mulb- 


titude, 1: quit the World, and'in;the qua- 


liey. of 4 Diſciple  approactt ticae-rtiosy 
_ Odothowoperity Mouth, and/{peak w/ 


me! Edeſite not-torheur: the Voice iof ts 
World, or of the Elgth, oft of the Devil'; 


ſpeak Thow. otily to:tmme, fpeak 7how tdi iny- 


Hearr;/and toirmy Coffvienice, and lec me 


hear- and- feel thay Voies that fpoke Pus 
rity tothe Leprous;and life co the Dead; 


Bleſſed us the Foot. in-Spirity fit theirs- i-th: 
Kingdom: of Feauen ''Phic. Kingdormn :of 
Heaven; this-is-a-Bleſſtdneſs indeed!/Thei 
Kingdoms of- che Earth» dazle andcaftes/ 
nth me, my Fancy cannot comprehend; 

by my 


> Fi =ttS=So8s == 


as wo a 


Ambition eantiot _ eg 
adeur -arid Glory.” AhT Whhr' 
tft the Kinigdotn! of Helen be !'Brut'O 
Ws am I of tli&'hutfiBer'6f theſe 
ff I be ot; MAKE" the (67G We 
KWheher' 16' eoiitetnprible to He W6nd; 
bY Be approved anti aceeprable 't6"thes; 
kt #6 have tid athibicious Theuphts' Bic . 
ity Favoar; 40d" for the Croifa '6f 
Mlitcoufhel; lt wit over; r50/Ribhes, 
Honour, fo Po\ver here, 7 thy Kin 
(or Be brit fnine itt Reverſion, ie {3 Ab 
Wicly dn gh 1 THUS without Nevins 
or pumping, Perſons of the 16WeRt T'a- 
knts, if chey have any Tincture of Reli- 
gion in them, may be eaſily ſupplied 
vith variety of Argumenr; and with 
noſt paſſionate, and TR Thoughts 
D bleed! © Vſhpebbs Life! Shan 
0, ſequeſtret from the Work, I enjoy 
all that ir has in it of pure, of true, or 
naweal.- Ah !. that :1-could onee- break 
boſe -from rhoſe Troubles-and: Obligat 
ns thar: hang upon me; aid enter ni- 
bby Peace and:Tranquiliry!\I world: 
fuage my felf mo alf thy'rational:.De- 
ights:;/4 would boſe my ſelf. to this \con- 
emptible. World; an. forgetting | thote: 
m—__ and Appearances, and-ar: beſt! 
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—” but faine; and weak Reflections: gf Good, 
which. flutter here. about me.; .I.woyld 
abandon my. ſelfrintirely to che Joys.of 
the Spirit, .and, the: Eleyarions of. Gop- 
templatian :- Let, others. enjoy; Hongur, 

and Wealth and Power,/! let me; enjoy, my 
ſelf "Truch,and Ged,; iler others. enjoy; the 
Flarreries;.of Seaſc,, and, che. Chearg of 
Fancy, ; give me. the. Healch of a prcely 
Mind, the.Calm, and Serenity, of, a.filent 
Retreat, with thePleaſure and Security 
which: the Divine Pxclence breeds. In,at ; 
let others finally, Sepgnd on Fortune, .me 
_—_ on "MF ſelf. 7 FEST i 
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494 the, Right Hiebonlig: or 
\Pr —_—_— Life.» 


at. 
Aving 'in ahet two fotmer Section, 
- 8 -fr{t, proved: Life. to; be an its own 
Nacure a ſolid Good; a:confiderable Bleſ- 
fing-of Heavens; and: next, endeavorired 
ro-provent the Abuſes: and Miſchiefsto. 
_ which it.is hable;by ſtating the true:No- 
tion of Eife 3>and; by pretcribing Rules 


- _ right Cx Conduct of chei ddiv? _ td- 
ing, 
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An, an onra If Man, 

able eh, all Hh Ticmpe 
"ON Philo lophyr haye.daſhed an 

it themſelves; for, to fay teat] " what» 


8 Complaints Men make againſt the 
Troubles, yet haye they.ever made more 
and ſharper againſt the ſhorrneſs and un- 
certainty of Life? & # . 
Tis true, no Gore has eyer yet been 


ſand Fol Ilits as wiſe Men 
| Se © Me £7 to make 


eht, th6.it Md 


þ, to.al Ar they -could wiſh 

or «Hi o Were there no Nth Life, ic 

FI USt6 binds ith rhis, to nouriſh 

nag 16008 He ong as.We can, 
=ow ee d Out A laſt, 7 


Now Life; JiKE VN TA iS capable 


C So or. Increaſe two ways DS 
5 It toe of Perfect 


its ; Duration, or, by 


rating, in rovin;-or, as it were, , FIPC- 
ang Joy anc its of Life, or Life 

if” Will” Pop 'of prolong in 
Pak Hekonftrare 
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phe the Gentiles in, cn the 
Snghor of ic amongſt the, Gods, or 
Chriſtians n Cant ty its. Ori- 


wed fe po is pn > - ns by 


| what.is more to the purpoſe, who; have 
lived. longeſt, whether the y. who. have 
made moſt, or they, who have made leaſt 
(& of Phyſick : Or however theſe Que- 
09s, be 53s Lamſure our Time is 
better ſpent i in labouring t to cantemngthan 
prevent Death ; ang. thar WoE: ;excel- 
| Reps which forcifig the Mind, 
contribute more tothe EE xd. plea 
luxe of Humane Life, thanthe moſt Sove- 
gn a wee orrifie tha Spirigs, 
-Same. being willing, to oncealithoſe 
Decays which they. could not, prevent, 
and-Gannot remedy;. haye deviſed many 
ways. to counterfeit . and. ſupply. rhar 


Youth, and Beaury, whish þ Tha ape ""— 


rious: Accidents have, waſhed . and, worn 
2way... Bur alas! ro, what pprpoſe-is. ir 
to.deck and. varniſh, witheted Nature, 
and./ paint rhe Spring! upon, the Face of 
Wigter,; > What, purpoſe is-it, when, the 
Eyil-is, incurable, ro. ſuffer: ories ſelf to 

M 4 be 
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be flattered and impoſed upon, and try | 
in vain to hide a broken Fortune, 'not | 
only from the World, but from ones JF | 
Alas! we mult feel what we will not ſee; 
Nature droops and decays as faſt within 
as it doth without; SE we loſe the Like 
and Briskneſs of our Blood,as faſt'as we 
do the Elegancy of Feature, or the'Fis- 
ridneſs of CompleQion.' In a word; as 
ro this'periſhing Body ; Phy/ic#, Walhes, 
and Fucuſes are in vain; you bur'paint 
and patch a ruinous Fabrick, which'can 
nevet be made ſtrong and beauriful till 
Death harh taken'it quite down'toithe 
Ground, and a ReſurreQion build it'y 
quite -a-new, If therefore you woulc 
take my Advice, you ſhould: lay ina 
ſtock 'of ſprightly© generous Pleaſures, 
which may be'ever ready at hand to cn 
tertaini you when youth and ſtrength 
are'paſt ; you ſhould'take pains*ro the 
. fich and adorn the Mind; whoſe Beauties 
willmore than ſupply:the loſs of hoſe of 
the Body ; Wiſdom, Magnanimiry,Boun- 
ty, Modeſty, Sweetneſs, Humility, are 
Charms able tro recommend a deformed 
or a deerepit Body, and I am confiaent 
may be purchafed' ar a much cheaper 
pate, than falſe or counterfeit Beauties are 


by 


4 __ aCES ana elf... ett AS. eo Ee. he Po We HOP bp 


of Humane'Life. 169 

by thoſe who are ſolicitous abour them; 
| kt then the Morning and Noon''ef your 
| Life be' ſpent in acquiring Vertue;/ Ho- 
nour, Knowledge, and'/good Humor,'and 
| in your Evening you'l have no reaſon to 
complain of the loſsof Yourh and/Beau> 
ty; theſe will be ſolid Riches, and moſt 
uniable Chatms, thar' will provide>you 
both'delfghr and fuppott at home; and 
command both love -and: reverence” a> 
broad; and Time will: do you-n& other 
mary-than it does a Tree, when itichans 
res its Bloſſoms into Fruir; or thenit does 
Sacues, Medals and Pictures, wholE' pri 
and value js enhance@by: heir Amado 
” Convinced that cheDecays'of Nature 
cannot- be long" concealed or propt- up, 
me pleaſe themſelves with an Opinion 
{of Surviving in "their Poſteriry-p+/as af 
Man by Generationdid bur-multigly him- 
kIf,” and Life did not; like'a Flame;end 
vith its' Fuel, but were conveyed and 
tranſmitted from Father ro- Son, -Grand- 
child,-and ſo on; like'a'Srream' thar*s ſtill 
the ſamie, tho it paſſed/through numerous 
Pipes. / Well, for my part, I cannor fool 
{hy (elf with a vain: gingle of words; I 

annot flatter my ſelf that I ſhall live-in 
{Thim, who probably will-in a-lirtle time 

£m | forget 
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forges me, however. he owe. his. Being 
andFoctune to me; Gayit may be proud 


and uagrareful, will wiſh, that arhers did 


8s fog8.-45 it enlarges it [elf,. as far as.ir 


can from. its litrle Fountain,and labouring 
as it weee by.its circlings and wandrings, 
$0 -coneeal the. meannels of its riſe ; ] 
caangas flatter my: (elf, that I can live.in 
- them. whole. Hepes, and Fears, Nelues 
and Jays, will differ. ic may be .no.leſs 

mine, | whatever they now be, than 
the:; Dead do. from the Livingi: Fools 
bat; we are, to.talk ſo. wildly, as if when 

ma llived in-'our. Ghildrgn,, dp we, 
whe living, ſhare in their diſtant Joys ? 
or: do our Pulſes bear by their Paſljons? 
_ oppeſe or extinguiſh Natures, Lknow 
nes 
celient: Purpoſes; has. implanted-. ia _-us 
kind Inchnations. cowards Polterity, bus 
than:thele.ace-for-the ſake of ' others, nat 
my: £i6cbey ripen into Actions that ſerve 
the turn of others,not my qwn; 1 only bear 
theFruis:whichochers muſt garher.. And 
whateverPleaſurel may now, feelin 2prer 
miſGog Profpect ofthe Honour and Virtue 
of wy: Paſterity,'rig ſych. a one ag-thar of 


Moſes 


Author- of. /it, for. wile) aod. ex- 


— © Hogg. x, 


-w, on SD IJ 40-1 o0t LD or ww A —Þ \Iy, rio cows & 09 2 0 WI Wo BY OOO YT TT WO RIM OV 


"i 
#4 %..4 % r £ »- « 
po # © _ & at ” # 
- »%- 


TE, E 


= 


of 1 He true Fo vr 


carry” in | them "(6nd je Rang Hows o I 
Being and Paſte: Bur ah! how ima- 
ginary Life is this; {bmiething thar doc 
itely leſs reſerabſe. Life and Being 

than a'Dream doesEnjoyment?” Ah yain 
ſyppotr of Hamaiie Frailty ! Ah vaiti'te 
lief of Death ! "If there be an y thing” in 
Ho it be Eel or + Subſt I 


any Ng Tie or © to REY 
Cite "to rowt_e off ths Teits of tn 
phans; "or my Ftichds, th rhis”be 
ſomethiig*” 1 cajingt fe: tany* 
in he Forehght' '6f: Sor, ich 
while X-ftraih' ro TT ipon ar” diftage 
the Fo S You _— f Dearh' thicken the 
Sky © Open 


Mich abs 
whit ey ex {6/"f Eos 
A&tions,” will Rites He wr fiat 15 
noW left' of 'me; is 'Rottenneſs and Aſhes 
AlFrhisTtalk; abſtain from the © 

ſilFotions of a furute Life — fe"! 
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the: Reputation. Ikave: behind; mayicon+ 
&©1,my .goul-,in its! ſtate of Separation . 
hom the:Body, \whether! che -Eechoes of 
| hol6:Praiſes and:/Honours beſtowed-up- 
on;.my.: Memory :here, - will zeach. and 
als; mine Ears: in} another- World, I: 
not, nor do T much-deſire roknow. ; 
for ſuppoſing ſuch - a:Life, .my-Soul-muſt 
| eds have: nobler,Employment, and no- 
ler Pleaſure than this*can ever. give it: 
[muſt;confels, if the RefleCtians of. my 
Light, -when, I am ſet and gone, [would 
te-of any. uſe to direct or inflams Poſte- 
ty, 1 ſhould now take ſome. pleaſure in 
thar, which. *ris hard. to perſwade me, I 
ſhall cake-any. in hereafter; nor would 
it; be a. trifling Satisfaction ro me, while I 
lied, - if I could, believe-char my Relati- 


ons, or. my., Friends, -could. receive; any 
Henour;: or Patronage.'from-;me.,when 
dad ; and ſince-ſome;:;{ort-of -Chazacter - 
Imuſt-leave behind,; ſince I muſt in. this 
manner; -4mongſt-ſome ar leaſt, and. for 
alittle time ſurvive, | had | much rather- 
kaye: behind me perfume than ſtench ;.. 1. 
tad rather: live in Panegyrick: and; Com-. 


| mendations,thanin Satyrs and Inyectives. - 
Rar after all, how Lean and Miſerable - a 
Co 


» 
- 


mfort is this 2: that when' Iam. dead, | 
FE. : 1 


"IE | 


ir will be aid; 6nee-lived 5 anda res; 
miſtuong Croud will-ralk: of me, 'andivf- | 


-Adtions , '\whacr'-2hi pleaſe {Yonge 
inp87g00d;, fone Thins -bad; iſohne: | 
Tp ome Phicigy faife;/4ndwhar | 


#e yer, 1 maſt: folke -ald:tho Revo: 
cowl pet on Sotwogwer'- 
Apes; th e189! 26. 
= Perforttiances' their: Chat coop and: 
rhe prevailing Faction mutt Natap vine li 
Fſtmiac they pledſcupon ny Membey: | 
Bur/by-all rhis# 1-do fot meamur 
ro eonidermnm rhe- foye'of Fours Jay, 
is really to be! cherifhed When ici offs" 
rirestighely, and fpurs Men oito/gete-: 
rous #id dindforrAttions :'& fove alla. 
rity th# 48 univerſit ma Bonidiels; 29d 
extends it ſelf ro*fol! Apes ;.avd- 
ceftaifly there is not # noble Charicy,” 
chafi to furniſh the'Wortd wh gy" 
ple'that may adorn-#s own Times,; td 
cnkindle the Emulation'of Poſkity/Nay 
furcher;F am willing to believejthar:apri-' 
cious-God' Will fur up amongſt rhe At- 
compts/'of my Life; the; influence irhi49 
upof the Work: wikers 1 ans deauy an 'eb! 
rails the Eſtimate of my Vertue,wilbeons' 
ſider it not fimply /in-ic ſelf} bur: with all 


the bappy EfleRs Which it may any wo 
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| is = the occaſion of in 1 ſucceſfive Ages ; 


rme then do-goed, andif I can, grear 
\tions, upon any Morive, provided it be 
uſt and a zwable; fince this. will be the 
hlefſed Fruit of it : Burt yet ir ſhall be my 
hints. ro: make” fure of my own-Itns- 
norealiry, if chac of my Name. with ©l- 
beyles'1d : Ir hf be my: buſineſs regain 
2 robation of God and. —_— 
| of cis: lower World: 

bo Hay and, Conſent wittr r 
thove; 'vhis*- cannor diſoblige me 4: will 
vh-all-my power make-fure of my Sal- 
ation, amd nor deſpiſe Fame: Greavand 
Men have" ever felt fone nwuweel 
ires of chis ſort of Immorcaliry. Sine 
hen rhis ſeems: to: bs an porn. co-mend 
God's own planting, tis not to be exti 

&but tather earcfully cherith'd ardficu 
vated, Whndres' praned-and reeulatk 
-Having expliplec: tlioſe-miſtaker ih 
ky by'p 1 Men: fuppete theomſbivies'. 

irrſt! che rh of Eife, Þ wildgow 
jouced £0 treat of 'thie only! two-wiys 
Whielvthis-Evil may-be iN —_ 
» reniedied ; _—_— is; by prolodpy 

e, and by: impto 
hoNituts $f g Rice Ei Fn 
Ry clive/nivelt in a{little rihhey 7 
CHA P. 
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C H A P. IL. 
of Lengtbning Life: 


Set, Is The Farality of the Period of Life "a 
 fted, |; And Objections from Scripture; | 
- from : Aſtrological. Predictions, - from Djs. 
; wine Preſcience; anſwered. 4 ſort of Fate 
admitted. Se&t.2. Of the ways of. prolonging 
: Life Firſt, wrw>ary fo of Mind Secondly, 
Health of Body. a , Theiprote@ion || 
- of”. God and Man... Se.” 3. Objedtions a | 
: gainſt. this- laſt: cn from ſuch Textt 
jo t the promiſcuous Events of. Things, 
from the early Death Jomrtings of 
the. Rightcons, Anſs wered. [> na) 


I Nder this Article -1 deben to. > pro 
AL; ſecure theſe rhree Things: | +31; 
Parts, To refute the Opinion of -a fatd 
_ of Humane Life. A Fancy whictt 

ſeſfled che Multicude, and. with: Jt 
—_—_— the Minds, even of ſuch as would: 
ſeem. above it, are.not ſeldom aflaulted:' 
exdly, 1 will: conſider what: Ways 
of Life may.,be lengthned. . 

Bs dy, [: will pa thoſe Obiedie 
ons wich which. this Adviee is neoÞ 

T.-hk H | reted; 


| *ars hapning Mike to Good-of 4 
"tom the ey and ikynarote Beatty of 
| onte righteous Perſons. "To begin with 
| the firft' of theſe r 
" Pf, 1t has beert 60 generally taught 
ad believed, Thar the Dare of Humaie 
bt 'carinor be protracted,” chat every 
calar Man has a. fited-and tmmmuta- 
e Petibd decreed him, _ which 
, Iifcantior go. But this'Opinion dired+ 
j If defeats the force of alf Motives and 
: Iſtputnerits ro Vertae;derivedfrom Tem- 
5 {fo6tal Conſiderations, and undermines our 
; dance upon God; and ridicules our 
f. [{ddreffes to him, as far as rhey concern 
 ItSLife, and che Things of it : And how 
© Iain a ſtep is rhis ro the retutation and 
-; Jorerchrow of Judaifin, which was built 
+; Jon Temporal Promiſes, and con'e- 
y ro the vverchtow of Chriffianity 
» [FRF the Authority of the New Teſta» 
: {ſſthr' depending in' ſ6' great'a meaſure 
| thar of rhe Old, Vie leave'evety 
"to guels. And were there-no othet 
$| Ikatons to' reject rhis Opinion, betrdes | 
0 75950 cheſe I ſhould think were a- 
6 kindanrly ſufficienc, ſince ir is impoſſt- 
*\ PE rhar any rhing ſhould be conſonant 
N £0 
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to Truth, which & ſo repugnant to th 
Intereſt and Authority,of Religion ;. bur 


there. are ſo many, more, that 1 muſt be | 


forced. to. croud them togerher, that 1 


may ayoid tediouſneſs and redundancy. | 
This, Perſwaſion then.is repugnant to all 


the..Inſtins. of ,our.,. Nature ; to. what 


us by our. great. Creator ? - why is Self- 
preſervation. the, firſt _ Dictate and Law 
of Nature, if all our Care and Diligence 
can contribute nothing towards it ? Vain 
and- impertinent is that Law, . whoſe ob- 


{cryation,.can  procure.,us no Good, nor 


its Violation. any Evil. _ This is a Per- 
{waſion thar flatly.contradidts the Expe- 
rience and. Obſervation. of Mankind in 
general; .how can the Period of Lite be 
tixed and unalterable, which we ſee eye- 
ry day, either. lengthened out by Care 
and Moderation, or ſhortened by Excels 
and Negligence? unleſs we can, relolve 
to the. utter overthrow of Religion, nat 
only that Life and Dcath, bur alſo that 
Vice and. Vertue,, Wiſdom and .Folly, 
which lead .to-the one. and, clie, other, 
are alike predetermined neceſlary and fa- 
tal.:.. Nor is. this Opinion leſs contrary 
to the Senſe and Realon of the Wilc and 
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Prudent, than to the Experience of the 
Multitude ; Self preſervation is the firſt 


7 and chief End of Civil Societies and Hu- 
! mane Law ; but how foppiſh and ridicu- 


lous a thing were it for the Grave and 


Sagacious part of Mankind to enter into 


deep Conlulration,to frame ſolemn Laws; 


and deviſe the ſttongeſt Obligations to 


fence and (ſecure that Life which can nei- 
ther be invaded one minute before its fa+ 
tal hour, nor prolonged one minute bes 
yoad it ; nor has Man only, but God 
himſelf, endeavoured to ſecure this Tem- 
poral Life by the ſtriteſt and molt (o- 
lemn Laws; nor this only, but he has 


made Life and Death theReward of Q- 
{ bedience, and Puniſhment of Sin. This 


Opinion therefore is a manifeſt Calumny 
apainſt the Wiſdom and Sincerity of 
God ; againſt his Wiſdom, if he raiſe uþ 
the Pallizado's and Bulwarks of Laws to 
zuard and defend that Life, which can 
neſther .be violated before, nor extended 
beyond its minute : His $7zcerity, for his 
Promiſes would be ludicrous and infigni> 
icant, and ſo. would his Threats too, if 
neither the Obedience of the Verruous 
could lengthen, nor the diſobedience of 
the Sinner could ſhorten Life; and in a 

N 2 word, 
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word, to what purpole does the Spirit 
in x Pet. 3-10, 1x. invite and engour 
Men to Religion by the Propoſal of Life 
and Proſperity, if in the bowom and. 
truth, Life and Proſperity depend, not on 
our Behaviour, but qur Fate z and be not 
diſpenſed according to the epen Prope- 
ſals, but the feeret and unconditional, 
the rigid and inflexible Decrces of the 
Almighty ? I would not ſtop here, but 
heap togerher a multitude of ather Argyy 
ments againſt this Error, did I notremark, 
that as it has prevailed too much to be 
deſpiſed, fo has it too little to be labort 
outly-refuted, and that it has fo weak a 
Foundation, that few of thoſe that de+- 
fend ir do believe it, or at leaſtwile {0 
heartily, as to ſuffer it to have any It - 
tluence upon their Counſels or Actions ; 
Tarks, Aſtrologers, and the molt {uperſit- 
tious Aſſertors of Fats, being no mote free 
from the Fears of Death, or a Concern 
for Life, than the reſt of Mortals, 

The truth of this Propofition being 
thus made out by unan{werable Reaſons, 
we are not to ſuffer our ſelves: to be mo- 
ved by any {uperſtitious imaginations, 
by any oblcure or jubrie Objections, er 
by any mcer Colours or Appearances of 
Rear 
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Reaſon; for what is once clear and evi- 
1 deft, ought co remain firm and 'unſhaken, 
tho we earnot unrayel eyery Objection 


able to reconcile rhis DoArine with ſome 


tainty of God's Pteſcience,and withſome 
particular Prediftions of Men, who have 
tended to read the faral Periods of 
mane Life in the Schemes of Heaven ; 
yer ouphr its Authority to be preſeryed, 
a8 built upon plaiti Texts and ſolid Rea- 
forts, and atreſted by the Sufrages of the 
Prudent:and Wile, and by the daily Ob. 
Fſvarion of the Multitude. But the 
trath is,” there is nothing objeRed here, 
but what is capable of a very eafic 4h- 


| Frer ; the Scriprutes, which ſpeak anap- 


pointed time for Man upon Earth,” are 
-tiot to be! underſtood of any particular 
"petfonal Fate, bur of ' a general Law or 
Rule of Nature ; nor of theextent of e- 
"Very pirtieular Perſon's Life, but of rhe 
Uuration ' of Mati in general, or of rhe 
Mortality of our Frame and Conſtiruri- 
'vh, ahd the ſhorrhe(ls of Man's relidence 
here upon Earth ; and imply no mote 


' | than that Man, as wellas all other Species 


of Animals; and indeed of Vegetables, 
"0 1 (for 


tainlt ic2- Therefore the I ſhould not be * 


obſcure Texts of Scripture, with a cer- 
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( for 1o far Fob extends the Compariſon) 
hath his time appointed,the Bounds of his 
Lite or Abode here {et him, beyond which 
he cannot pals. Pſalm 9go.'10. The days 
of our Age are T hreeſcore years. and ten, 
and tho Men be ſo ſtrong that they come 
to. fourſcore years, yet is- their ſtrength 
then tut labour and \ſorrow, ſo ſoon paſſeth 
it away, and' we are gone. AS, to Aitro- 
logical Predictions, if the Accompliſh- 
ment of any of them be atteſted by un- 
queſtionable Authority, and they be gr 
bkeg the Prophecies of Poets, made-or 
mended after the Event, yet-methinks, 
were [not the Minds of Men very prone 
to, Superſtition, a thouſand Errors ſhould 
be. {ufficient | to. diſcredit and. diſparage 
one. good Gueſs, and no Man of Senlz 
ſhould have a yalue for a pretended Sci- 


ence, . whoſe Grounds and Principles are 
. evidently uncertain and precarious; no 
Man ot-any Religion ſhould be fond of 
' That, which to ſay.no worle of it, {eems 
.to {tand condemned by Goa in Scripture; 

for tho I muſt nor difſemble this Truth, 


that the Idolatry which was ever blend- 
ed with ir, ſeems eſpecially ro have drawn 


_ down a fevere Sentence upon ir, yet can 


it nor be denied, ' bur char {ſaab 47. 7 


remiah 


'6tigs''to the Creator, and Cont 


| ney 

tothe Creature ;/the meaſures and bounds 

of theſe, if therebeariy,let whiaplli heh, 

"ishormy Bufineſs'now.* -!. 

—_ yet, after -alF this; if any: Man 
N44 wal 
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rimiah 10. and of - places of holy Writ 
1 kem'to look: upoti/it 1 vith no very favou- 
rable-or benign *1 ' As to'the' Pre- 


ſcience of. God,'T Ret how the denial 
of a-faral Period of Hiiniane Lifc'elaſhes 


| with "this; on the” ite conttaty; he 
ſeems: tome inji juriobfl5 y to: Age 4nd re- 


ſtrain the Knowledp ldgtor Ae whiothinks 
he foreknows nothiti#, bur betauſs he 
peremprorily - prederermine it; this" 
mh wilt ſpeak. ſenſe,” is tg Paphoooy ha 
Powe?, "but to: 'Tedijce' "ind confine” his 
Knowledge, or artexftwile to'depr priory 


tebaſcir;for thus ie\8ald tice be 3 I'Þ 
at Jclſentiat erfection; but v Ald v6. 


OE 


or depend tipen ani Arbitrary 


Wilk/lad Anguidid. Power ;* fot my 'plrt, 
Feanior think itiecelary;if Feould nor 
ieegncile God'sfore:knowledgewithGon- 


& in Events; rherefore with-the 


. on to deny rhe. one, of” -yithThe 


the othEÞE- 'tis enough 'ro'3 me 


(that Fiedri froniSeriprure, rhar is, -ftom 
'Go& whs carinot etr;> that Preſeienco be- 
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- \ Others, I day, in; the general;.: \ 
$7) haſ 

Nations ir Which: 106.975 time: 
Rule arday fer cauſes al 
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< parbieulas Excpptions apd, 


Apes tpakes 


Ham any gr 


andu0 parians, and. gencrs 

infer, thelp,  encrl t Wit 
Having thus. gvinged. that aha Þ 
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thing prophſed. and, 


methoed, 
jo { of __ Vindngg "ps. 


ATE Tons 'be; = Semen 

and- unlucky: idans, ſuck: as 
andy Prudence cannat forcſes. And 
$9 thelc thrtc,. may! may, fr-aug —_—_— wt, 
adged,. the: good wilt of Man, whoſe 
y aud Serviee-is ery often of cx- 


eilens to us: it this Point, 


aing- ———— 


| af, The talk 


Wenquire inra,. is briefly: what Cheerkitl- 


xels-of Mag! Gecy contribute ro: the pee- 
{Ervation. of Life, and then more f 
palſels our: felves of bj: 


morelc and four, the 


fro- 


we which way «be Dave of Life ony be 
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froward, the paſſionate, and the fillen, | 
thole Stains and Blots:of Hutnane Nature 
do- often prolong their Lives to great 
as if Natur& were renewed/and re- 
paired by: this kind of. Fermentation; 'or 
rhe Blood. and-'Spjrirs kept Fiwect like 
Warer by a perpetual Agitation;' bur tis 
as true that the looſe and debauchied, Fr 
intemperate and. incontinent do ſome- 
times, tho rarely live long, ' and deſcend 
intothe: Graye, rather oppreſſed by their 
-than' their Exceſles 5 and if from 
ſuch extraorditiay Inſtances: as rheſe,' we 
ſhall'rake' the Liberty to form Rules of 
Eife, -and to contradict known and recei- 
ved-.Trurhs,: we: -hall- ever live at the 
mercy: of Fancy;{and never Rind any 
ſure-and- firi footigg-to reſtypon; I 
will not therefore idbabt,- notwithſtand- 
ing: theſe rare: Inſtances,” but thae rhe 
cheerfulneſs 'of the Mind has 2a very 
propitious, irs Hifconent; a very" 'malign 
influence, upon: che? Life of Man-;” the 
contentment of:rhe! Mind -preſerves:the 
.Balfom of the Blood; and the Pleaſureof 
ir-enlarges: the: Hearr, - raiſes the Spirits, 
aQuares and invigorates alli'our'Powers; 
ſo that -when-the Mind ſhines ſerene-and 
brighr, it ſeems to-impartia new' _ 
; an 
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| and new life to-the Body, a new Sj ring, 


'e | and new Verdure to this Earth :-On the 
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| contrary,s diſeaſed Mind does, asitwere, 


ſcatter its Contagion-through theBody; 


| Diſcontent and Melancholy fours: the 


Blood, and clogs the Spirits, Ewvy'pines 
away, and Pailion.frers and wears out 
our ſtrength - and: life. - In few words, 
there 1s an intimate. conjunction:berween 
the Mind and Body';: and fo cloſe 1s the 


dependance of .the- latter . upors the: for- 


mer, that. rhe face ; of -inferiour-Nature 
does evidently. vary,wither- or flouriſh, 
according to that: variety of: Weather ir 
makes 4n the Sky above ir, as the Mind 


| ſmiles; of lowrs upon.it ; andaccording- 
ly, if. we appeal to Experience-and/ Ob- 
krvatian, 1 believe: we -mayaſafely-pro- 
-nounce, that .generally ſuch live-longeſt, 


who :ceirher rhink very little, or-whoſe 
thoughts are always calm and cheerful ; 


ſuch who. arejſtupid; and: have no-Paſſi- 


.0ns;3 orare wife and good, andihavenone 


-bur ſuch-as are regular and delightful; ro 
this purpole, | ih-part,.is that ot i Solomon, 


The Spirit of | Man will ſuftain \bis:Infirmi- 
ty, but a wounded : Spirit who ,:can bear 2? 
All this, I think, is not conteſted:; and 
all rhe. difficulty : ligs in poſſeſſing our 
gs TE Eo ew {elves 
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Of the tus Notion 
5.of this fatisfationand cohteanant 
of. Mind ; -Men ſeek ir in "everything, 


and.cyen thoſe things which are Diane- 


rrically -oppofite to:one another; dv ecch 
pretend to 'be infallible Guides wi ir'* if 


theiſm and Religivn, Phibo and] 
NOrance;. Worl 9 own gu - 


and-an contempt of ir, which] 


know: ho name for,.:do all promiſe to 
reach us/the Art of Satisfaction ; 
will dor-be a very difficuk rask, when 
-we Hdve. cxatained the Drexences of each, 


bur it 


_to refbivo which we are to follow; + 


ſo: that ſhonld rhey kad us oh to Plet- 
fare, we have reafor to) apprchond Pain 
the (next motnent, nh at on, they leave 


\IgnorS#hce, Luſt; and Fancy are too 
blihd;.rÞſh;and violenr for us to abandn 


-gur_ ſelves zo their Condutt ;- nor arc 
- they more giddy and inconftant in they 
(elycs,: than: weak and {abject ro:wll the 


esatdiodd Acridents of the Wottd; 


us; nor itt a Condition, either rationally 


; . DO; 
fie ourſelves 

-Werkdly' Policy is bail whotly A | 

Miſtakes, it propoſes ro us things fares 


ve our Enjoyments, or: ts forti- 
ainft cheloſs of riem, 


the ; notion of great atid good; which 
when: we. have: examined, we firid not 
3] | '_ worth 


heath es. , Fr 


| 
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yarch our leeking, and of theſe it can 
their Acquifigion or Poſkellion ; and the 
ways it preferibes to pur us in peſleſſion 


! of all rhat ſatisfaction which refults from 


thele things, have ſomerhing in them {a 
mean, {0 laboriaus, ſo uncertain, ſa vexa» 
tows, that ng Succeſs can c are 
— Lp and ſhame which the can- 
ar them puts us to. : 
Atheiſm pretends indeed roextinguilh 
our. Guilt ang Fears, bur it does ako de- 
face all the beauty and lovelinels of Hu- 
mane Actions ; it pretends indeed to let 
boſe the Reins to Pleaſure, but wichal, 
it leaves us no_ ſupport under Evi; it 
ykes oft indeed manyReſtraints,but with- 
a, it unchains and lers looſe our Paibens : 
In; «. word, it leaves us nothing ttuly 
zrear or lovely to enjoy in this: Wotld, 
q hope for in apother ; and if- 3s Te- 
nets were uſeful ro us, yet hava-they ng 
certainty, no foundation ; it derives all 
ts credit from the Confidence, not Rea» 
lon. of Men, who under colour of-a free 
and impartial Philoſophy, advatizxe the 
Intereſt of thoſe Luſts ro which zbcy ate 

ttirely eaſjaved. 
Religion then only remains to be fol- 
lowed ; 
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lowed; -this reifies our Opinions, and 
diſpels- our Errors, and routs thoſe Ar- 
mies of imaginary Evils which terrific 
and torment the World, much more than 
_ Spirits and Ghoſts do; this diſcovers to 
us 'Objets worthy of all the love and 
admiration of our Souls'; this expiates 
our Guile, -and extinguiſhes our Fear 
this ſhews us the happineſs of our pre- 
{ent Condition, and opens us a glorious 
proſpect of our future one ; this diſco- 
vers'to us the happy tendency of Tem- 
poral Evils, and the' glorious reward of 
them; and in one word, teaches us both 
to enjoy and ſuffer ; 'it moderates our 


deſires of things uncertain, and out of © ! 


our power, and fixes them upon thoſe 


things for which we can be reſponſible; 


it raiſes the Mind, clears the Reaſon, and 
finally forms us into ſuch an united fet- 
tled and compacted ſtare of ſtrength, 
that neither the Judgment is eaſily tha- 
ken, - nor the Afﬀections hurried by any 
violent ttan{porr! or emotion. Bur do [ 
not here imitate Phyſicians, who at- 
rend only to the moit dangerous Symp- 
. roms, and neglect others z Whether | 
do or no, they who read ſuch general 
Directions, are wont to do fo in their 
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Application of them ; and moſt are.apt 
| to look upon Religion as deſigned only- 


to redreſs ſubſtantial and formidable E- 


| vils. And yer "tis with the Mind as 
| with the Body, tho Fevers, Impoſthumes, 
| Defluxions, cc. kill, the anger of a puſtle, 


the pain of a "Tooth, do ſtrangely diſor- 


| derand diſturb; and'thus tho Pain, and 
/ Death, and ſuch likeEvils, overthrow and 


overwhelm the Mind, yet are there a 
croud of ſlight and rtrifling Evils which 
diſquiet and diſcompoſe it ; and this is a 
Marter not to be contemn'd, eſpecially 
by me, in the proſecution of the Deſign 


| I am here upon, ſince I perſwade my felf 


that the great and formidable Evils, 
Guilt, Pain, Poyerty, Sickneſs, Death, 
or the Thoughts and Apprehenſions of 
them, do bur very rarely aftlict the Life 
of Man ; but there are other Evils of a 
ſlighter Nature, which like Pirates, are 
perpetually cruiſing on our Coalts, and 
tho they cannot myade and deſtroy, do 
much. diſturb and annoy us. Nay, what 
is yet more, *tis very uſual to ſee Men 
acquit themſelves very honourably under 


| true and ſubſtantial Evils, who come off 


very poorly from the Encounter of 
flight and deſpicable ones ; how common 
1s 
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is it, for one who maintains bravely his 
Corage and Judgment amidit Swords 
ang 'Pullery, ro loſe all Patience, Pj 
dence and Government, when #rtracked 
by a rude Jeſt, a Hrigk, or it may be 4 
bold and ſenſſefs Reflexion ? ro fer a 
Man thar hears very calmly che lofs of a 
Ship, or a confiderable Sum of Money, 
tranſported into ſtran —_— 
the breaking of a Ghats, or che fppitin 
of a Diſh of Meat? and he wht fits ye- 
To and uttconcernedly down un- 
4 diſgraceful Character, ſ\veats atid 
raves if robbed but of a Cabbape ot an 
Apricock : Theſe, and fuch like Re: 
marks, one tay make every day, and 
almoſt in every Company ; and whar is 
the warſt of all, our Fears atid Sorrows, 
our Hate and Anger, are as violent and 
uneafe, when they ſpring from Cauſes 
of the leaſt, as of rhe higheft nioment. 
We bewail fatitaſtick and true Misfots 
cones with the ſame fighs and rears, and 
reſent imaginary and tubſtantial Injuries 
with the tame diſordered Pulſe and de- 
formed Looks. When T have reffedted 
oft aff this, I have often choupghr that it 
was as neceffary to the tranquillity of 
Humane Life, to guard my felf "ant 
Dutl 
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Duſt and Flies, as againſt Storms and | 
Tempelts, ro arm thy ſelf agatiſt*the 
Stings'6f # ſwarm-of vexatious Accidents; 


! as againſt 'Peſfilehce, and War, and'Po- 
| yerty; and: Blindneſs; 6r Deafneſs; And 
| r&'this end, theſe three of fout following 


Rules have ofren'beer of grear uſ&to me, 
Firf,-Of the Evils of "Life I never take 


| more to'my ſhare than are really'my own; 


I never ttavel abroad'to find out foreign 
Miſchiefs to torment 'my ſelf, as if” there 
were not enough'of the Native growth' 
of 'my-'Country ; my" own' Ming; my 
own Body, my own Houſe, -at& Provins 
ecS; wide enough for me; ahd a: little too 


| fruirful too nay;l amnot aſhamed to con-- 
| fels,'I deeline, if Fcari;an Evil even1ying 


in my way, as I doa Buſtle or a Fray; by 
paſſing on the other. ſide of rthe'Streer: 
Pll never ſplic upon. atShelf oriRock; "if 
I have Sea-room enough. And as-a-lir- 
tle diſtance of Place; fo a little diſtance 
of Time, ſerves my turn to make'me 
reckon ſuch Evils as none of mine*-1'l io 
mote diſtract or diſturb my ſelf with the 
Evils that are fancied teeming 'in the 


| Womb of Time, than with thoſe tharare 


now in being in Pern or Mexico; this 1s the 
"MY Lecture Reiigion reads me, for {urs 
.©Q : - td 
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T9] INEQFPOrace diſtant. Exils, or to. anth- 
cipate fufure. ones, wee far from: fug- 
ing tt. tie quiet, and doing ones own bu- 
x; or from thinking: wich qur Saviour, 
Sufbrient. for the dey. 1s the Evil: three, 
ang were indeed to ſuffer as b/c bodies, 


fearful, and unbilicvers; If any Man will 


ippuate-this to meas Brutality and Un- 
charizableacls, I cannor help jc; I chaok 
God that I have ſenſ& enough to practiſe 


Caution - withious; Fear, Care without 


Anxicty,, and Charity without :Diſtre(s 
QF; Agony .of- Mind; Second, AS; ta 
thoſe Evils (1: ſpeak. ſtill; of {hghr and 
daily -ongs:): which-do- really fall ro my 
thare, and I. cannot avoid; my next 
Care is: tq-weaken their:Force, to-difarm 
them of. their Sting, their Teeth and Ve- 
nom, if they have apy: ; I take fron-them 
all the Terror that Fancy and Opinion 
haye: given them, and will no more, if 
E.car- help it; ſuffer my Imagination, than 
my Taſte or Feeling, to be abuſed or im- 
poſed upon. In rhe next place, I care- 
tally forrifie and firengthen my, (elf, ſee 
that-my. State be healthy,and my. Nature 
firm, leſt'I ſhould complain of the Meat, 
when. the Fault is im; my Stomach ; or 
think the Bed ill' made, when ada - 

| 0 
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of my Uneaſineſs is in the Body. And 


laſtly, When I have reduced the Evil to 
its own natural fize,generally 'tis of fach 
a Pigmy, Dwarfiſh Growth; that'I can 


ſecurely flight it; I'can maſter it with 


very little Trouble and Induſtry; or at 


worſt with a very litcle Patience; and 


chat t may nor be wanting here, I look 


upon it as a Task I am borh to, as an - 


Inconvenience that F can no more ſhun, 
thar any natural Defes in my Body, or 
my Mind, or than I can the Cares and 
Fatignes of my Calling. 7hirdly, I la- 


: bourx aboye all things to fill my Soul 
_ With great and raviſhing Pleafures,to int- 


flame it with a generous Ambition, and, 
in 2 word, to (it with that habij- 
tual Poyerry of Spirit, Meekneſs, Parity, 
Charity, commended to his Diſciples by 


our Lord and Maſter, that I am general-_ 


ly above the buz and fluttering of theſe, 
rather Impertinences, than Evils of Hu- 
mane Life ; and do often ſuffer them withs 
our being ſenſible of them ; bur I can 
never often enough p 
mind of the vaſt difference rhere is be- 
tween the firs and habits of theſe Verrues. 
What we could do in a pious humour, 
that we ſhould always do,. were but the 

O 2 weak 
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1.96 .Of. the: trae\ Notion 
weak Impreſſion onee converted/into Na- 
ture;.ithe ſhort-livd:-Paiſion: chatiged'into 
ficady Habit ;:but*ris high time-to-pur- 
ſuc imy'Delfign;.1 am almoſt afraid 1 
- dwelt: fo-long upon a Head, that the moſt 
pertinent*:Parts' of my: Diſcourſe may 
now-and:rheri took like Digreſſion. ' The 
next Thing to. be :canſidered, :after:the 

Cheerfulneſs of. the Mind, 1s; 31 Og 
i. Secondly , The: Health of - the Body. 
Life'docs/ ſo 'apparently: depend on this, 
[that: in the 'vulgar Notion it: ſignifies 
-much-'the fame thing. *Tis-notorious, 
'Eife decays and expires with the health 
and-ſtrength of the Body, and:when it-is 
protracted after theſe are gone, it ſcarce 
. deſerves 'the Name: of: Life , \any: more 
than the Noiſe of an'ill-ſtrung and-ill- 
.runed-Inſtrument: does: that of Muſick. 
- Bur I need not teach any Body the value 
. of, Health,or preſs them to rhe preſerva- 
tion of the Body, I fhould be {uſfciently 
 Obliging to the World, if '} could teach it 
any Art by which. they might; be'refto- 
rcd to thar.Bleiſing -which- it enjoyed be- 
fore the Flood, a long Life of:many hun- 
dreds of Years, But [ know no Azt that 
can raiſe Nature above its own Laws, or 
retrieye- its Youth, if 'it be now 11 1ts 
De- 


Wo OOO OLE OF, EE OE OE ER I ere OE EN ECCENTRIC 


2005 RIES ile oe i PCI ASE Ii 3 ni 4 ACS OY 


of Humane Life. 


”—_ — ww ” —_—_ 


197 


Decrepirude : ' One thing I- kifownthae 


we too commonly” debauch ant cortupe 


Nature firit, and' then load her wick our" 


EY and Accoflitions ; "*vekould- 
unJoubtredly live muclr longer,” and chis 
Lit: would be more healchy* -#ad Ver. 
dant, that is, more Vital: than-ſt6igs ui 
we bur'obferve theDi2tates'of "RUfgioid, i 
the Laws of Vert” ahd nor ptefg'be- 

fore them rhole of FAR 4nd Faney*! How 
much focrer Men'colnÞlain of cheſhart-' 
nels of Life,” tis lict*rFbes doubted, Bir 
that moſt Men -do' notwithilandingRicr- 


ren it, rhemtſelyes/ by 'fome Crime 'v0/Etc<- 


ror or ofrher. If. we*eould* confult rhe: 
ſickly, craſie part of 'Mankind;5F mean 
ſuch'as* are ſo ir the? middle, or moſt 


beginning of rheir Vears, and demaiid of 


them, Whar blaſted'rheir Beauty;aut i im- 
paired rheir Strength? Whar thus'viola- 
red , and contaminared their Nacure? 'We 
ſhould ſoon 'be' refolvet}ro/ what Ocigi 

ral their Diſcaſes 'were owing; if at feet 
their Shame and Bluthes would give them 
leave” ro infornr us : And if We-thouid 
endeavour to trace che Deaths of :molt of 
thoſe Who are gons Hence before” their 
time back to their firſt Caule; to%nor 


think Þ ut chat our Sgarch wouldifbenend 
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in ſome Vice or Folly or other ; this 
Man drank too much, the other too 
much indulged. his Appetite; one was 
devoted to his Luſt, .and anorher putri- 
fied. in his Sloth, all of them, in our com- 
mon Phraſe, did live too faſt; but in 
Truth, and propriety. of Speech, ated too 
faſt; for ſince Life is nothing elſe but 
acting by Reaſon, every Deviation from 
it-is an Approach towards: Death. Burt 
ro proceed; *Tis not unuſual to {ce Pride 
kill one; Paſſion another, Avarice and 
Ambition a third, while to gratitic theſe 
Aﬀections, the Body is cither expoſed to 
Dangers,or, worn out by Labour. Now, 


if we. can generally find the Cauſes of 


moſt early Deaths in Men's Vices, when. 
ſp lirtle of other Men's Lives comes to 
our. knowledge, what thiok you, ſhould 
we nor. be able ro diſcoyer, if we could 
enter into the Retirements, and penetrate 
all the Secrets of Mankind, how many 
hidden Paſſions do gnaw the Heart? How 
many ſecret Sins do waſte and conſume 
the Strength > Where, nor only, Conceal- 


ment excludes the Eye, bat a ſhew of 


Probiry,, nay, a real and eminent Pra- 
Ctice or ſome particular Vertue, excludes 
even Suſpicion and Jealouſic 2 - If then 

| In- 
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ever Induſtry or Vi lanes (ogr i t 
mouts,and enfeeble the? Nerves: Not 1 
dities, no Plethories, no Obſteb&i 


tions, and;1 know not what ha dVames, 
and harder Thin ; ; derive t Ti, 
from Vertue or. o igion. 1 


ng Acidities, no Sago, SH ON 


particular Fancy, or his] preg # 
Inſti to. rage 


prove, 4 iſchicyous 1 to 


Wn. is not the fault of Reli igion, bur the 
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|, -At-\ leaſt to. El more "comfortable ahd 
honourable Death; "for where an early 
Deathi is the Reſult of a Providence, nota 
Crime, \we muſt needs meet. it with leſs 
"Amazemear our ſelves, and ourFriends 
behold ir with leſs Regrer and Aillition. 
"= hirgly, 'The third way of prolongin 
Life, 15: al engage the Providence of” BE 
in "its reſervation. If all the Profle 
God has; "made the Verrties of a longtife 
did: rally ſignific nothing, 1'cannor{ 
TS we could put up any Requelt roGdd, 
FeIng; to Temporal ProreCtion, with 
Faith or Fervout, or as muchas Since- 

'rity; but,if they: ſignifie any thihy, then 
FRET they muſt fignifie, that his Ptbvi- 
dere] 15 Ieively imployed for rhe pre- 
ſery; non of vertyuous Men : And liow 
rear, 4, Security is. this ? What'ca'be 
Impoſſible ro him who 1s the Governour 
'*and Creator of the World;i ;in whoſe diſpo- 
fal all creared , FLA are, and in whoſe 
Power "It iS, 1 hete' 'be unſiffittent £0 
70 reate how oties3 Tg him, while uner- 
nh Laws "can Hiever n mils of thife'Ends 
he Sn It? Orif, they could; his Power 
1s. '&er ar hand to fipply theit Pefetts, 
"and ors en and arremper 'them ro 
Pari cular Emergencics'; ; and his Prero-. 
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gative is under no Ties, no Limitations, 
| but thoſe of his Divine Wiſdom : Well 
might the Pſalmiſft fay, 1 laid me down 
and flept, for "tis thou, Lord , makeſt me 
drell in ſafety. Every good Man 'might 
ſay the ſame as far as he has a Divine 
Warrant, not in Peace and Health only; 
bar in Sickneſs, in a Tempeſt, whether 
by Sea or Land, in a Plague, in a Battle, 
in a Siege, in a Storm; to believe our ' 
felves under the Patronage and Prote- 
(tion of 'God, ſeerhs ro me norhing leſs 
than to believe, that he will make thoſe 
things we are concerned in flow with a 
ſmoorh and gentle Stream, thar he will 
place us-in-a ſtate or condition of Life, 
lafe and agreeable; or if not, that in Di- 
ſtreſſes and Dangers he will contrive the 
Methods of our Reſcue, and where the 
| ordinary are inſufficient, find our extra- 
| ordinary; that he wut concur and co- 
| operate with the natural courſe of Thirigs; 
| orif he {ee it fit, that he will exert a ſuper» 
| natural Force, and vouchſafe an extra- 
ordinary Succour. Plainly thus, rh6 I 
know not the unſearchable Merhods of 
Divine Providence, yer from God's con- 
cerning himſelf for my Good, 1 may bold- 

ly infer, that in my Sickneſs | may hope 
| | | = 
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for that from God, which I cannot from 


the skill of my Phyſician; that in troy 


bleſome Times I may expect that from 
Providence which I cannot from the WiCſ- 
dom, Juſtice, or Power of the Magiſtrate; 
that in neceſſitous, involved, and intri. 
cate Circumſtances, I may promiſe my 
{elf that Iſſue from his Favour, which [ 
cannot from the Prudence, Integrity, or 
Bounty of my Friends: And in a word, 
that in all Caſes I can hope for that from 
my Prayers, which I otherwiſe could nor 
from Humane Power or Policy. The ſum 
of all is, all the natural means of our Se+ 
curity and Life are in the hands of God, 
and if theſe ſhould be deficient, nothing 


can reſtrain him from exerting a ſuper- | 
natural Force and Vertue for our Preler- 


vation ; his fixed and univerſal Laws are 
infinitely. wiſe; but if at any time our 
Affairs ſhould require his immediate in- 
terpoſal, I know 'not why I ſhould fancy 
his Prerogarive {o bounded, that he can- 
not, or will not interpoſe ; and tho his 
Pavilion be thick: Clouds, and he walk 
upon the Wings of the Wind ; thd his 


Providence - be' a great Abyſs, and the 
ſwiftneſs and ſecrefie of his Actings elude | 
our Search,and batile our Inquiries,fo that | 


we 
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| we cannot diſcern when he ads by Pre- 
rogative, when by Law, yet I doubr not 


| bur thar he does frequently exert a mi- 


| nculous and extraordinary Power. 

This being fo, 'ris plain that our great 
| Buſineſs is to engage the Providence of 
| God on our Behalf, that we may have an 
| unerring Guide of rhis dubious and float- 
|ing Life, a firm Support of this mortal 


: corfuptible Nature ; and I think I need 
| not prove, that Religion is the effeQual 


| yay to oblige God : If this be the great 


! Meſſage char we have received of the Son 
| of God, that God i Light, then St. Foby's 
| Inference muſt needs be good, that he on- 
{ly who. walks in the Light can maintain 
' 14 Communion with him, thar is, be dear 
| land acceptable to him'; a Spiritual and 
! Rational Worſhip muſt be the only Me- 
| thod to endear our ſelves to a God, whois 
{a wiſe Spirir. Nay, tho all the Preceprs' 
{of Religion ſhould not be neceffarily 
{founded in cheir Conſonancy and Agree- 


ableneſs to rhe Divine Narure, yer ſtill 
ſince they are the Precepts of God, we 
need {earch for no other Reaſon for the 
Acceptableneſs of our Obedience: "Tis 


| true, all che heights of Purity, ro which 
| the Goſpel! jnvites us, arc/not neceſſary 
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to the: health and ſtren oth of the Body, 


yet are they ſcryiceable to the perfe&ion 
and improvement of our Nacure ; they 


are not all indiſpenſible to the happy con- 


duct of our Temporal Afaris, bur they 
arc uſcful ro the Felicity and Glory of 
our. Eternal ; and therefore the more Re- 
ligious we are, the more we ſhall pleale 
God : Bur I will. in{ilt_no longer on fo 
unconteſted a Point; Narure it {elf di- 


cates, that an imitarion of their Vertues 


is. the: ſtrongeſt. Obligation we can lay 


upon'che- Wile or Good ; and Obedience 


the. moſt effetual, Recommendacrion of 


us to the Sovereign Powers ; whether 


therefore. we conſider God as the Bf, 
or the Greateſt, the Characters under' 


which the very.Light of Nature did ever 
repreſent him, Religion, that is, Imita- 
tion and Obedience, are the only ways 
by which we may ever came to'pretend 
to his:Fayour. , DO 
Nor is Vercue leſs apt to procure the 
Favour and Amity. of Man, than that of 
God ; it fences us abouyr with the Arms 
and' Succours of Mankind, it guards us 
with ail their Eyzs, and wirh all rheir 
Prayersz. for their Love and Reverentce 
make them borh aQAive ang wakeful ii 
PUT Service, Haw 
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- How direQtl: y repugnant ro all this: are - - 


the Efjes. of Irreligion? It leaves: us no 
other Safeguard than 'that of our own 
| Strength and Vigilance; which,to ſpeak 
properly,” is to deliver us up. into the 
hands.of, our Folly, and Fear, our Weak- 
nels and Cowardilc:;For alas, what were 
my ſingle Reaſon or. Force, when I have 
neither God nor Man co ſecond me! how 
much-leſs when the. Indignation of the 
one, and the ſecret Averſion or. openEn- 
mity. of the other, ſcare.and, intimidate 

me! how can a Man hold our againſt 
Dangers, if he be betraycd' by his own 
Guilc within, and his Reaſon. overthrown 
I by-ominous Fears, do not leſſen, bur mul- 
tiply his Terrors : Hence is that of Sals- 
mon, The Wicked flze when no Man purſueth, 
but the Righteous are, as told as a Lion : 
Abandoned-by God and Man, he ſeems 
at laſt abandoned by himſeif too. 


The. ſum of what I have ſaid under 


this Article amounts to this, Ficlt, I have 
proved that the Date. of Humane Life is 
not fatal and unalcerable, from whencz 
I thought ir neceliarily followed, t1At it 
was.capable of being prolonged or pro- 
trated. ; therefore 1 proceeded, Seconds 


ly, .to conſider by what means it, might 
be 
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be prolotte ed : And hete, ſuppoſing that 
er rs cules be more conducive to this 
than 4 E thearfel Mind, 4 healthful Body, 
and 4 propitions Providence, 1 have made 
it evident, that theſe are to be fought 
in the prattice of Religion and Verrue, 
which is nothing elſe than whar inſpited 


Authors have frequently raught; Length 


f days is in her right hand, and in ber lefi 
»d riches and hontur. Thou ſhalt come 


thy Grave in a fall Age, like a4 a ſhock of 


Cos cometh int its Seaſon. A bleſſed and 
fed Religion! at onee the Guard and 
oy of Life! at once the Support and 
"_ of Humatic Nature ! 


Two Objetions againſt the De 

Pp of 7h former Fara anſwered. - 
But againſt this 'whole Drſcoutle is 
will be otjetted, Firſt, How is this that 
you contend for ? How are thoſe Texts 
which make length of Days the Reward 
of Obedience rothe Divine Laws, recots 
cileable with rhoſe other, which, as fat 
as concerns their Temporal: Effects; ſee 
ro equal Wiſdom and: Folly, and level 
Righteouſneſs with Wickednelſs, aſlerting 
the promiſcuouſneſs .of all Events to the 


Vertuous and Vitious? AU things ca 
| aite 
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dike fo all: Mo i one event to ths ri 


trons, and fo the wicked, to the good, ,-) A 
to the clean, and to the unclean; to —_ that 


ſurificeth, and to him that urifceth not * 
As is the good, ſo is the fanner, and he 
that {meareth, 45 jp that feareth an Oath, 
Ecclel. 9.2. And «he is extended as 
far as Death ir (elf; Zow dieth the wiſe 
man? 45 the fool, Eccleſ. 2.16, Innume- 
nble are the Anſwers to this ObjeQon, 
bur one only fits my purpoſe,. which 
is plainly this, Thar theſe are Rhetori- 
al Exagg Exaggerations of Humane V anity ; 
ile and Good Men, as well as others, 
have their Natural Pafhtons; and rthere- 
tore Divine Writings have their Figures, 
as well as thoſe rhar are purely Humane : 
Theſe therefore, and the like Speeches, 
"$A not to derogate from the Efficacy 
of Verrue, or weaken the force of the 
Divine Promiſes, but ro humble the Va- 
nity. of Man, and convert his fondneſs 
for this World into a greater for a bet- 
ter; and are not therefore to be under- 
flood in ſuch a general and unlimited 
ſenſe, as if there were no diflerence be- 
tween the Righteous and the Wicked, 
with reſpe&t to Temporal Good and E- 
Vil, Life and Dcarh ; bur only thus, _ 
the 
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the Righteous are not {o univerſally ex. 


empt from Temporal Evils, but that ſome 
of other of them, in all Ages,are liable to 
them, even to an untimely Death ir ſelf 
But: what then? Such extraordinary In- 
ſtances of an inſcrutable Providence, 
ought no more to derogate from the Ex« 


ceilence of Wiſdom and Vertue,orthe Ve- 


racity of God, than ſome few Shipwrecks 
ought to diſcredit Navigation, or the fail- 
ing of ſome few Traders diſparage Artand 
Induſtry ; 'tis enough that the Experien- 
ced and Skilful,the Careful and Diligent, 


do generally Sail and Trade ſucceſsfully. 


And this may in part ſuffice for an An- 
{wer to anothet ObjeCtion of the ſame 
Nature with this, on.y rhat-this relates to 
all Events in general, bur the Objection 
following to a particular one. 


If long Life be a great Bleſſing at pre- | 


ſent, and recommends Men to greater 


afrerwards, and if Religion and Vertue | 


be on both theſe Accounts entitled to it, 
whence is it that an immature Death 
ſnatches away ſometimes tl:e beſt of Men, 
that it ſtops them in the very progreſs of 


their Verrue, and in a full career towards | 


Perfection and Glory ? I an{wer, 


7: The Providence of God is a gfeit | 


Deep, 
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Detp, His Judgments ave wiſcarchable, 
and bis ways paſt finding out. | 

| 2. I cannot believe that this- early 
Death, which intercepts the Fruits of a 


growing Vertue, ſhall bereave the Ver- 


| tues of any degree of that future Glory, 


| to which ſuch Fruits woulJ have enti- 
tled them ; I ſhould rather think, with 
the Author of the Book of Wiſdom, that 


having compleated-their Perfe@ion in 4 


little time, they had in a little time finiſh» 


| edtheir Courſe;and by _ they did do, 


| gave ſuch plain Proofs of what they 
| would do, that God rewards their Pars 
| poſes as he does the Attions of others; 
and therefore haſteneth to take then to' 
himſelf. [But however this matter be, , 
| am content to believe; 

| That as God otders al the parti 
enlfar Events of Life to the Good of thoſe 
that love him, ſo muck more niuſt he 
| diſpoſe this biggeſt Event-that befals 'a 
mortal Man, that is; Death, to their In« 
tereſtand Benefit ; and therefote this tins 
mature Dearth is doubtleſs, ro the Rigtis 
teous, betcer than Life, the we ſhould 


not be able to diſcern 'why. They dy@ 


| intheir PerfeCion,' their Glory vor uns 
| fullied, their Felicity unſtained, tiovils 
= P Temptation 


Grmm—— 


-——_— Of the true Notion 


Temptatien, noo Misfortune having; yer 
triumphed over. them, an Advantage 
which we.much admire when we {ce 
great and. good Meg ſurpriz'd,.or over- 
powred by Weaknelles and. Calamities, 
for then we canaet; but. acknowledge, 
that-if Death-had come ſooner. it had 
been, much kinder, for they had been 
gathered into” the .Store-houle: af the 
Dead, like Corn-into the Granary before 
unſeafonable: or 1nmoderate: Rain had 
corrupted it,: of any malignant: Vapors 
blaſted it, i --nislq.r: | 


» adn. 


Laſtly, L know.:not how Heavenhas 
dealt with theſe irs-Favaurites, :perad« 
venture. tis in the Moxalas inthe Politi- 
cal Warigd,: {ome arebora to; that Great- 
neſs which others acquire-with-labour ; 
he-neyeriyes too foon'who dyes ripe and 
perfect; and if. theſe-Divine Souls came 
iatothe;:World ennch'd with more Light 
and' Beauty, withmibre impetuous Taclt- 
nations'to Vertue thamthole of others of 
other: Men; if: their ſhort Lite were 10 
innoceatz: fo bright, that out-of a partt- 
cular 'Grace/God thought fit to exempt | 
them:from the Miferies of-this.Life; '08 * 
that upon the account of a particular 

Preeminence , they. needed nor pals 
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up a value bn them. This particularly 


reſpe&troKnowledge, 


; - the due regulation of the Aﬀections: 


be 


tation, | Adareſſed, 


' Sect. 2. By beginning to Live betimes, of 
"br af left immediately. No Objection againſt 


beromine 'pr:ſenily '-wiſe and happy , but 
the a! 'frcnlty cf coming ſo. OE «hors 
To the Tong. 


4. To thofe able in Teats. Cl oſed 


with a Refletion on the Day of Judg* 


ment. Sect. J+ By avoiding all thoſe 


- thints that © #. injurious to Life ; - As 


Sloth, Impertinence; Remiiſsneſs or Cele 


eſs FA Religion; - Levity and Triconſt ai.* 
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he. AS 


1 


the following Treatiſes, . | 


cy. Some other Diredtions deferred. to 


O underſtand aright what jit.is I 

here aim at, what I mean by the 
Improvement or Exaltatiqn of Life, *tis 
neceſſary tocall tominethetrue Notion 
of Life laid down in the beginning, That 
it is theright uſe of all our Powers and 
Faculties, ' the rational Exerciſe, the 


Ly 


wiſe Imployment of our whole Nature. 


Now if this be fo, *tis plain that we 
live juſt as muchas we at andenjoy, I 


mean always rationally; that as we ad- 
vanceand grow .uptowards a PerfeQtion 


of Nature, - the more is Life alſo raiſed 
and refined: Thus if the Life of the Un- 
derftanding be to think, todiſcover and 


contemplare Truth and Goodneſs, then 


lurely its Life is enlarged withits Koow- 
ledge; if.che Life of the Soul of Man, I 
mean hisW1ll andAf/eQtons,be tochooſe 
and purſue, admireand love true Good, 
then certainly our Life is perſeQed with 
our Vertue,and augmented with our Re- 
ligton. Ina word, if the Life of Man 
do not confiſt 1n the. Motion of Animal 
Spirits, but the Exerciſe of his Rational 
Powers and Faculties ; if the true Health 
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of Man;be not to be judged by the tegu- 


laricy of his Pulſe, 'but the Harmony of. 
his AtﬀeQtions3 if finally, the thing cal- 
led Lite' be not tobe meaſured by Hours, 


and Days, and Months, and Years, bur 


by AdQivity and Enjoyment, by the Ra- 
tional Atts of a Rational Nature; rhen' 


ſure” I may boldly. conclude, That the 


more regularly and: conſtantly we pur-' 


ſue the proper Buſineſs of our Nature, 
the more aGtively and vigorouſly we are 


carried on towards that 'which is our- 
proper Good,fo much-the more we /ive, 
10 much the more-rich and racie,' the 
moretrue,natural; and pureis Life; and. 
all this is no other Philoſophy than what 


the Wilſe-man has long ago advanced ; 


For Hoxzourable Age" is not that which 
ftandeth in length of time, nor that is 
meaſured by number of years. But Wiſdom 


is the gray Hair nnto Men, and an unſpot- 


ted Life is old Age, Wiſdom 4-8, 9. This 
indeed is a Truth of too vaſt anImpar- 
tance to be a new one53+ for were it but 
once throughtly imbibed, ir would relieve; 
all the: Prefſures, and-'redrels all the. 
Grievances'of Humane Life, We'com- 
plain of Life, that it is dull and nauſeous; 
we impeach it of vanity and vexation,of 
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| ſhortneſs and uncerrainty, how would 


this ong Notion, well purſued, ſoon filence 
all thefe-Complaints? He would never 
think Life-too ſhort, who were ripe for 
Death ; he would never complain that 
Life were uncertain, who were always 
ready to die ; he: would not accule Life 
of dullneſs and nauſcouſneſs, who were 
daily adyancing, his Diſcovery of-Truth, 

and enlarging his Poſſeſſion of Good; 

nor would he ever charge it with Vanis 
ty and Yexation,- were his Actions ſtill 
wiſe and rational s for thus every a of 
Life would be an- at -of Fruition: too, 


being both agreeable to Nature, and at- 


tended by a Wo Approbation and 
Complacency © 

time *tis plain what the Deſign of this 
Chapter is,. namely, to. compenſate the 
{ſhortneſs by. the excellence 0 Life, and 
redreſs.the vanity:and:vexation of it. by. 
its Perfection; a Deſign, I confeſs, wor: 
thy of amore: comprehenſive: Mind, and 


a moreelevated Fancy than mine; a De+ 
fign, demanding all the Wiſdom and Ex- 


grience . af an | Active, and: all the 
Thought and: Learning of a Contemplaz 
tiye Life:; a defign, in a;word, that: re- 
Vers at-oncg the Prudence of old .Age, 


and 
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and the Vigour of- blooming Years; that 


I am willing to contribute the lictle 1 


can towards it, proceeds tr- m a ſenſe of 
Its being a DutyT owe my {elf and Mane 
kind; let-me not therefore be oppreſſed 


by the grandeur of my Subiect, andthe 
expectation of my Reader, I promote 


the'good of Mankind in my way, and as 
T am able, it were a Crimeif I did not, 
and-it will be Injuſtice" to expe more 
from me : Beſides, I purpoſe not here to 
Jay out my whole ſtrength, tho this-be 


lictle, having deſtined anentire Volume * 


to Humane" PerftGion ; * and therefore 
ſhall here Diſcourſe. but/ very briefly, 
and in very general Terms, of the Irn- 
provement- of Life. ' | 
All the Advice I ſhalloffer here, may 
be reduced to theſe Three Heads.' * 
Firft, That we endeavour to petfet 
_ andexalt our Nature. . 
© Secondly, That we begin to live be» 
 timmes3 of if we cannot now- do 
' that, our Years beingfar ſpent, that 
we degin to live immediarely. 
_ Thirdly; bat we avoid a}l thoſe things 
| thar are Enemies ro-our true: Life. 
Set. 1. We muſtendeavour to perfect 
and exalt our Nature. The Neceflity of 
P 4 this 
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this will be very conſpicuous to any 
one, who ſhall conſider that the PerfeCtt- 
en'of our as depends upon the Perfe. 
Etion of our Faculties and Powers, juſt 
as the pleaſure of ſeeing does 'on the 
goodneſs of the Eye,” or that of Hearing 
on the PerfeCtion of the Ear, ſo much, 


and much more, does the Beauty of Hu. 
mane Action and the Gult of all our 


Enjoyments depend u D0N theclearnels of 
the Judgment, the re&irude of the Will, 


and the vigourof our Paſſions. Toren- 


der, this Argument yet more viſiblg 
and palpable, let us conſider how mean 
a thing Man were, and how contempt1i- 


ble Lite, withourCultivatien or Improve- 


ment :* The Body is but a heap of Duſt, 
ſomething there needs to ſtamp a value 
upon it; ſomething there muſt be to 
give Sweetneſs to the Eye, ' Charm to 
the Tongue, and Grace to Motion: *Tis 
a meer Machine alike' capable bf bejag 
madethe Inftrumenr'of Cruelty or Mer- 
cy, of Luſt or Chaſtiry; of Avarice or 
Charity ; *tis Religzon muſt purge and 
ſanCtifie it ; is Wiſdom muſt condu& 


and guide it, and make ir the happy 1n- 


{trumeor of great and glorious Agions. 
The Spirit within us isa yolatilke, mutay 
OO Ig 2193999 ble 
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ble, unſteady thing, capable of all ſorts 
of Impreſſions, ſuſpended as it were bey 
tween Heaven and Earth, floating be- 
tween the different Shores of Gaod and 
Evil: Know ledgeand Vertue forms it 1ato 
Angel, {tamps a ſort gf Divinity upon 1t, 
for we are not born, but made great ; "tis 
Wiſdom that imprints it with bright 
Jdea's, that impregnates ir with noble 
Paſſions, and determines its tendency 
towards Its true Good and ſupreme Felix 
ciry : Our Converſation with the World 
15 naturally nothing elſe but a dull enter- 
courſe of Forms, and Ceremonies, .and 
Civilixics, a nauſeous Circulation of the 


fame taſteleſs and ſuperficial Entertain- 


ments, a tedjous and repeated purſuit of 
vain miſtaken ends, and often baffled 
Deſigns, 'tis Yertue and Knawledge that 


| gives guft and reliſhro our Enjoyments, 


and Ljte and Spirit to all our AQtions ; 
that leads us on towards excellent Ends, 
and inſpires us with immortal Hopes ; 
our Fortune and Condition in the World 
1s naturallyafluQuating unſtableAgitatt- 
on, made yp of a confuſed and morly va- 


E riety of Events; Knowledge and Ver 
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Ican never carry this Argument tog 
far, and therefore [ will yet a little more 
particularly eonſider what Acceſſion or 
Increaſe of Life we derive from Perfet7- 
ing our Natures. Does Life conliſt in 
the Exerciſe of our Faculties ? True Life 
then is the Porticn of the Adive and In- 
duſtrious ; the dull and heavy Motion 
of the Sluggard 1s but a fainr Tmitation 
or Reſemblance of ir; *cis a diſeaſed Jan- 
gnſhing thing, a compound or mixture 
wherein there ſzems to be more ot Death 
than Life. Does Life canſiſtin Fruition? 
how -dark and diſmal are thoſe ot the 
Wicked, compared to the calm and 
bright days-of the'Good ! for whit can 
there be like Enjoyment to that Man, 
who dares make no Refleftions on the 


paſt, nor can entertain any Juſt Hopes 


of- the future, and whoſe Mind concurs 
not with his preſent Paſſions, and refuſes 
to joynin the ſen{eleſs Deſigns he is up- 
on2 Does Life laſtly conſiſt,as I have prox 
ved it does, inthe Knowledge of Truth 
and Loveof Goodneſs? how ſcanty,nar- 
row, and beggarly'is the Life of the Fool 
and S1ner, compared to that of the Wile 
and Vertuous!- Try ſaid, One F:rtuon 
day was tg be preferred before a finful int. 
ot | mortality 1 
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| aortality x this- is true-- in, the preſent 
| Senſe and: Notion of Life; Error. and 
| [gnorance are aSiswereaDiſcaſe or State 
| of Inſenlibleneſs, and Death ro the Un- 
| derftanding.; ; the Mind, that is utterly 
ignorant of Objedts worthy of it, hag 
| nothing to imploy it ſelf upon, orat leaſt 
nothing that gives it any ſolid ſarisfaQi- 
on 3 but the Mind, which 1s filled. with 
the Knowledge of excellent things, has 2 
| great variety of Scenes to entertain it, 
' and never wants ſome freſh Occaſion of 
' delig ht and wonder. Bur it: will be laid, 
| Does not:the Fool behald the viſible 
' World as well as the Philoſopher ? He 
does ; but juſt as he reads a Poem, - with- 
put diſcovering the Artfulnels of its Cons 
| trivance, the Richnels of the Fancy, or 
' Variety of the Incidents.; The Sinner 
| hears talk too of an inviſible World, of 
| Moral -Petfe&tiens here, and of Divine 
| Joys hereafter ; but he hears it unnioved, 
| unatfeQed, which ſhews he has no live- 
'l Notian, nadiſtinCt Preceptton-vf any 
| thing of this kind; the 'Glabs.js dulled 
: and ſullied; Beauty it ſelf would looſe 
all Charm, refle&ed thus.. But Humane 
| Perfetion conſiſts not: io Knowledge as 
Laxhs but alſo. in the Purity of: tbe 


Heart, 


—_ 
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Heart,inthe regulation of the AﬀeCtions, | : 
10-Love and true Liberty, that 1s, the 

Heart muſt be ſet upon ObjeCts worthy k 
of it, and we muſt purſue our true Good : 


with vigour and conſtancy ; and this is © 
that which renders Life truly delightful | , 
and uniform ; without Objedts ta ingage þ 
our Aﬀettions, we can ſcarcely be ſaid ! 

to live, we ſhall be becalmed, and ſcarce | F 
be ſenlible of the breath we draw; and | l 
unleſs theſe Objefts be worthy and agree; 


able, all is but Storm an1 Tempeſt, : , 
Cheat and Torment, and our Faculties : f 
WY are not rationally imployed, bur abuſed, ' | 
deluded, depraved, tortured. Could we | 


but comprehendwhat all this did amount 
to, or at leaft, could we feel and experi» 7 
ence it, weſhould ſoon diſcern that the | 
Wiſe and Good, and they only, didtruly | , 
live; for theſe only know God and theme 
ſelves; theſe only admire, and loye, and | |, 
rejoyce, and hope rationally; and thele 
only are not confined nor limited in their 
Knowledge or their AﬀeCtions, for the | 
ObjeRs of both are infintte ; their Minds : 
can never travel ſo far in the Contems |} 
platioa of God and the moſt imporrant | ; 
Trurhs, bur that there is ſtill a new | | 
World to be further diſcovered ; __ 
CHIEF 
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Hope, ſo enlarge themſelves, as ever-to 
| equal the Objects of theſe Paſſions, and 
| reach: the utmoſt that is in them. | But 
| tis-probable after-all;: the Fool and Sin- 
/ ner-wHl pretend to engrofs the Goods of 
_ ' theEarth, as if they alone were to poſſeſs 
_ ! and enjoy; them, as if they were the 
| Heirs of, this World, the Righteous of 
_ * the other; but this is a vain tancy, and 

| has been often baffled. Who can;haſten 
| more to enjoy, than he: who knowsithe 
; true value and right uſe-of all thipgs? 
| And who can enjoy more in any thing, 
' than he whoat once gratifies his Reaſon 
and his Appetite,and pleaſes his Inclina- 
tion, withour forfeiting histrue Liberty? 
If tobe fooled and cheated, if to; be-en- 
ſnared and tormented; by the things of 
this World,be a pleaſure,in this the-Chri- 
ſttan muſt indeed give place to the [nfi- 
del, the'Righteous Man to the Sinner. 
: + The Sum then. of this whole Matter 
' ls, Life in the fooliſh, mean,and vicious 
' Soul, ſeems like a little Rill of Water, 
confined - within [narrow - and ſcanty 

Bounds, or like the Light of a Candle 

incloſed within the narrow compals of a 
 Dark-Lanthors 3 ;bur. in the, Wiſe,and 
|» | | Uader- 


| their Admiration or Love, their Joy or 
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Underſtanding,” tis like a mighty Scream 
which fwells#boveirs Banksand reads 
ir ſelf over #lyvaff Phain 5 or Ree JE gbe 
vfconfified;: which diffuſes hd: hace it 


{fe over all the: Bieeiof! Nateren Akt | 
therefore howtmuctdoes itiiapoettrie;ts 


fl my Underflandingowitl beightlant 


tovely-Images/witt pleaſing atid impot- 


fant: dovlons, Withall the Truths that 
NE :ſetve, elthior to delight or: Hide; to 
fourth: of 8dotti, to ſupport! or forrifie 
Bointhis World;oradvance my Titlets 
the Joys of arvrhier 2 How much'doesit 
ix4port the, to-fillimy Soul witY\Love; 
Loyedk alt tharis Good or Great 3\:Love 


of all that's PPuxE or Sacred ; Lov 66f all * 


that's Beautiful" 'or Delightful? and-laſt- 
ly, thar" my Body may be a fit Tofu: 
metit of ſuch a' Mind; # "does not a little 
11nport me, that this be ſtrohg and heal: 


thy, vigorous ad” vivacious; - 
'$e&X: 2. The ſecond way to: ittiprov 


Life; is to begitt to Live berimes 3 or at 


teaſt;'tt our Years be far ſpent eobegin 


2 


Ce NE COPEL TRE AORTALLT IE. bi LIT | TOO ASE A ER 


vs Live immediately, which SHIP we can 


"Life, in: my Notion of ir, dxwns 
Sin out Reaſori; and grows upto ripe 
he and perfe&tion with the Vertve; Ly 
very, and Franquillicy of the Soul; 4 

C 
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| t& Wiſs, /and- toe: Religious, this45.40 
| kive,far gn-thisconſiBsFruition and En-) 
| joywent; if-thische Health and Vigour: 
| of our«aculties3: in, this rhe Harmony: 
| znd Reauty of the'whole Frame of our: 
| Naturey-and rhis,-and; ng other,! is /a rh» 
| | tional 'andiagreeable:;Excreile of: aloun. 
_ | Powers and:Gapaciiies: Whoever-heres 
| foro will improve Life,. oughe; to-begic 
next moment to aſſert Nis Liberty,” and: 

ts give up bimQit:to true Philoſophy; : 
] 1is:dragge co (ce: how: Men put -off this. 
oriattempt it; ouly. ſuperficially; and:by: 
| | the by:jo they: prefer, Wok will: not lay 
| Fradesand Husbandry, and various ſorts 
| of nbwledge, foreignand remore from 
| the: Service. and Conduct of  Hunhane 
| Life, (ah! that Time were bue- fo well 
| ſpefit in genera] ; ) bur they prefer\even 
Drefling, Painting, Drinking, Gaming, 
and all; not only "the. molt blly and t71- 
' fling, but the wo vile and infamous 
ways of cooſuming* Time, | before true 
Witdomand: Philoſophy : : Nay; among{it 
thoſe that make profelition of Wifiom, 
and pretend to have dedicated thernfalves 
tothe Dottrine of Felus, *tis commottto 
| kegreatnumbersHea rivg, Talking,/Rea* 
| d: 0s [Dilpuaing; without ever : making 
b any 
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any uſe of thoſe Truths they ſtudy wand 
contend for, or feeling any warmth or 
influence of them3 like thoſe wiſe ones 
10 Temporals, who are laying up 'Pro- 
viſion and Treaſure all their Life long, 
which they will never. uſe, never-enjoy: 
Ah wretched Confumption of Life! How 
foon will the laſt Minute expire? And 
the unhappy Man will not bave lived 
one: Year, one Month, one Day, but will 
have waſteda precious Treaſureof Time, 
and he muſt go immediately and account 
forit.” ' Well, let the World live after-its 
own faſhion, plainly ſee the point Fant 
to:make; no Day, no Hour ſhall-paſsme 
unimployed, every Moment 1f I can, 
IT witt grow wiſer and better ; tis not 
how Jong I laſt, but how much I lives: 
will Kzzow,I will 4@,I will Enjoy to Day, 
and thenIam ſureT have lived aDay;this 


molt propoſe to do, ſome time or other, © | | 


butnot to Day : And why not to Day? 
_ Why notpreſently ?_Is there any Evilin 
being immediately wiſe, immediately 
free, immediately rational, immediately 
happy? It cannor be, if the ſtate Lam ih be 
really. good; if the Pleaſures I enjoy be - 


really ſuch as my Reaſon can ſhare 10; 


and my Conſcience can approve ; [ then 
| indeed 


? 


indeedTiye : There's,no need of Change 


F-5 
; 


' "abuſed? And why. not preſeatly ? Tho 


me — 


—_— Fae Tie — 


—_ ITT oY 
x ab HZ 
- 


\ 


ans: Reformation, but Centinuance and 
Perſeverance ;; but if they be not, why 
will l not exchange? falſe for true,and ir- 
mignal for rational Pleaſures? if. I amin 
the fight, if my Condition be realy 890d 
and {ate;'tis wellzthere's nothing further 
to be gigge, but cro.mainta;n my Ground: 
But f lam inthe wrong, if the Founda- 
tion. be unſound and, rotten, and whilſt I 
lat nor of it, my, Health and Errane, 
ſun nll wee 2nd —_ inſeali- 


"bly, why am I fond of the Cheat? wh 
am 1 ypwilling to be undeceived anddil- 


Reaſon js plain, they acknowledge: the 


2 Repreſenetion [ have made Lo, chem of a 


. p. 
(0Fl 

EX is 

| 40 E 


 verrugus and Rational Life, is very plear 


' ant agdraking, bur robe born ingo this 


.pew, Stare, 0.coms forth jnto this moral 

, Lyght 35, as croublelgme,. as, the Jatagts 

rn, 1 RAng Pfr hey, love 

fk ang Weal of 2proh reee 
hips of 


der, bur nor the Hardfhips of hisAppren- 


+ 


_..tiſbjp, che Thrifc and Confinement of his 


, 
» 
o . 
. 
% 


i\Begioazogs: They, love Lawrels.and Tri- 
| { mphal Arches, the Glory and ghe Piga- 
' ture of Vittory, but cannot endure tbe: 
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Toils and Hizards of War. | Or Dany 
thus, they admire Liberty of Mind, Sere- 
nity and Rationa! Joy, but it will co 
them much Labour and Pains to purchaſe 
it. Thus the wrerched Man, fearitig the 
Regiment of Phyſick, wears outa Pale. 
rable Life in the Pains of a Diteaſe, add 
. * one thathas a Cancer or Gangreen chog- 
ſes'to waſte and*rot in Pain'by Picce- 
meal,tather than underzo at She pan 
of Am utation'or Abcifion, "Oi 
is worſe than all this,Men are Fay bfther 
Diſeaſes, love the things that. increaſe 
and nouriſh them, as the groſs and core 
pulent doRefi, the Lethargic Slep,and 
"the Hydropick Drink. 
-, This is the ſtare, the deplorable fate 
of the far greater part of Mankind, aftate 
"of Diſeaſe and Peath, a tateof Bondage 
and Captivity, a Rate of Infattation and 
'Eijthancment; and T very much. fear, 
4 that wharever 'Motives can be extralted 
” ont'ef the Subje&t I am now'upon; will 
© be top weak andifeeble ; for wharcanall 
rhe Diſcourſes. i itn the World aBout Ratio- 
"nal Pleaſure atid the SatisfaCtions' faRe- 
"oulirand Vertuous Life amount to-with 
' Men wholly givenup to Senfuality, abd 
i incapable: of reliſhing any pure and dfhered 
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Delights? ItT have ſucceeded fo far, asto 
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chem with/an' Opigion thar a Life 


of Realon or Religicn Is a Life of Plea- 
ts Le cHeg have HAY Ab CUE BAR 6 
lea? ahd. lively Nojion of chis Pleaſire, 
is the utmolt”T can'hope for; bur to: 
perfwade theſe Men to embrace rhisLife, 
there is'need of 'Alt the Arguments that 
either Reaſon or Religion cinadminiſter; * 
ahd_theſe too poitited with 8lf the Life 
Spuk, with all the Edge and Flame 


and 
tha 


it or Judgment cangive tem; 2 


 Task too.hard for me O'God Fthou'lo- 


ver of Mankind, that thou wouldelt aid. 


me by thy Spirit, while T ſtrive to'pre- 


vail 'with Young and Old" to'Teek thy 


5l0ry andthzir ow Happineſs, 9 par- 
ſuc Vertue and true Pleaſare,” I'will firſt 
addrefs my ſelf to the Young,” and then 


to thoſe more advanced in Years. 


"1. To the Younger. You ate-now in 


yourBſoom,whar glorious Fruit may you 
briag forth! whar Honour may you do 


God ? what Service may you render your 


Retations and your Country! and what 


joy<and Bleſſings may-you not heap ups! 


on your ſelves! Tine and' Tide ſeem to 


wait upon you ; eventhe Providence and * 


Grace of God, with Reverence te ir ſaid, 
Gn =: Q 2 | {eem 
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theſe Pon es.and Faris a fey 
and ; Nature, will not laſt continually : 
our. Infidelity or Ingratitude, you ur Fol- 
and, Fenty » Will ſoon blaſt a1 nd Wir. 
por J the fair. ho pes, turn Bride yaur 
Pleal ab into. Gall and Wormwood, and 
all your bleſſed Advantages i into the lo- 
ſtruments of your Ruine, and Aggravatir 
a of jt. :90: Grace will ſbon retire, Na- 
=o tag rate, Time ou old, the - 

| World Toe ons the od of 1 bn, ' frown 
upon © _—_ onſcience, guilty Con» 
Ek 1, all be either Req od be- 
el 5s or feſter and. tage within*you, 
oy Death: -w1ll come,a nd then Judgmentz 
and how ſoon *cwill come, ah! who 
knows?, ſudden and early Deaths ought 
ro convince- you on what uncertain, 
Ground you ſtand; the Sithe of Death 
fays not always ri.l the Harveſt beripe, 
ut Promi gnonny f mows down the 

| Wu and Old. Ah! begin, begin then to 
live z ſeize upon Piet re Ex , Happ ineh 
while they ſtand courting and. 43t/2o 
you, ; purſue Vertue and Glory immedi. 
arely, while the Difficu!ries are fewer, 
Your S:ren gf) 35 20d Aids, greater; your 


Jadg; 


Jud#ments beirig not yer coreupred by 
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the MaRitns, or rather the Fancies of the 


! World; not your Wills yet diſabled and 


enflaved by a Cuſtorn of Sin. Ah” ven- 
ture not to devote your Youth to-Vari- 


' ty and Folly, on preſumption of devoring 
; your Age to Repentance rg, pea : 


For if this were a Rational and: Juſt De- 
fign int ſelf; yet is ir'ro you a very un- 
fafe anddoubrtul one: For which way can 
youenſure Life, or on what ground'can 
you coofide on the-morrow'?' Beaſt 'not' of 
[0 morPbw,” for thou hnoweſ® wot what a dhy 


[know whatOppoſicion will be raiſed 


againſt this kind of Exhortation, and 


with what rude Refle&ions they will be 


| 'treated: Come, fay they, this is our Spring, 
| Tet us tnjoy our felves whilſt we have time and 


vieour; Religion looks too grave and formal 
for theſe years © we ſhall have time enough to 
be aull and melantholy* Come on then, let us 
enjoy our ſelves as becomes our Touth; this is 
our Portion, and our Lot is this ; ' and what- 
ever they who havi now ont-liv'd themſelves, 
whoſe Blood is ſour, and Spirits low, may 
gravely tak againſt theſe things; they too, 


when time was, admir'd what thy now would 


have us deſpiſe ' as Vanity, and committed 


Q 3 them- 
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"themſelves, what they. now condemn. in 1. 
1n Anſwer to-this, let. us pals over the 
briskneſs and: the fauridh, and examine 
the Senſe and -Reaion'ot vhis ſort of 


Talk::The Subſtance of it may be re- 
duced to'three heads... 


I/t,' Youth is the Seaſon i Pleaſure, 
4.e: Sin; and-Folly ;. Inciination and, Op- 


-portunity conſpire to invite you to- it, 


therefore-you indulge it. Whar a ftrange 
Argument isthis2.Is there any- Period of 


-our Life;; from our-Cradle almoſt togur 


Coffin, 1 mean from: the .moment:we 
arrive at the uſe of Reaſon to'our Grave, 
'wherein':ſome Sin or ather'is not -in ſea- 


fon : May.not Manhood defendAmbition, 


and old Age Covetouſneſs, by. che fame 
Argumeat. by which you do your ſinful 


Pleaſures: If lnclinationto a folly. woulr 
Juſtifie .qur.Commiſſion: of -it;, 1n-what 
part. of Life ſhould we begin to be'Wiſe 
and Veriuous 8 'Twilltbe hard. .to.find 


w ot 


the time whereinwe ſhallhave nolaclina- 
£i0n to any Sin or. Folly; or rather, if this 


beſo, whocan beGuilty? The: Adulterer 


will impute hisUncleannels tothe 


tus of his Luſt; the,Murdererhis. Blood- 


-#hed to..the violence..of bis Rage, 4c. 
each of them their: SIS: tothe ſreogth of 


their 
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their Inclinations, and if your Argument 
be good, they will be innoceac,.. Burdo 
1ot deceive your felyes, then is your, O- 


bedience, 'as moſt acceptable. to. God, ſo 


molt indiſpenſable in it ſelf, when'you 
le under Temptations-co Sin,.and Hea- 
ven is propoſed as a Reward, not of fol- 
towing, bat conquering your Iaclinati- 
6ns. __ The ſecond. part of the Obxeftion 
is, that Religion doth nor look. very 
graceful-in young, Years. This I could 


never well underſtand : if you beſo fool. 


iſh as tothink Religion conſiſts in ſour 


Faces, or an affeted. Moroſeneſs: and. 


Sullenneſs,or in Stupidity and Melancho- 
ly, Imuſt conteſs you have' litrle Reaſon 


to be fond of it,for this becomes noAge, 


and much le the more verdant one :.But 


if by Religion you underftandDevotion: 
towards God, Reverence towards your 


Parents and Superioyrs,, Temperance 
agd.Chaſtiry in JNur {clves, and ſuch like 
Vertues ; I muſt needs ſay, nothing can 


| appear tome moregrearand loyely than 


a wo 


Religion in Youth; what can better be- 
come thoſe who polleſs, the Gifts of Na- 


ture in their Perfeion, than Gratitude 


to the God of- Nature? -Whar can be a 
greater Glory to the, Young, than Obe- 
SO Te ny 2 dience 
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ſecondly,thelefs they didiit,the mote SY 


dience to Parents, and Reverence td 
their Elders and Supetivlirs Whit dog 
mcre preſerve; drbettet becomStrength 
than Sobriety and” Temperatice * What 
is mote charming or more laftios Of-= 


nametit td Betury than' Modeſty and 


Chaſtity ? After all'this; *is a' vaihthing 
ro' comfort your ſelves with" ſaying 
Thar the'G rave anfWife, when they had 
theſame Inclinations/you'now have, did 


& you do, indulge andgratify thetn: 


For frft, this is for generally true ; atid 
they honoured and beloved ; but #hirdh, 
if they did, *cis certain that they have 
birrerly condemntd it, and repetited & 


i: Andis it not ſtrangely abſurd, that 


you ſhould propoſe to your ſelves nothing 
in thel.ives of the Wiſe andVertuous but 
their Frailties and Errors for yourExXam- 
ple 3' that you ſhould pitch upon that oh- 
lyfor you Imiration, which all che Wile 
"nd Good deteſt and bemoan, as their 
'6'and Shame, and think it cheit higheſt 
'7{dom to doo. GN WT OgD 

| Toconclade this Addreſs to the youn- 
ger fort, unleG there be any whoare 
Poet wth Spine af TORS 2SHDE 
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the preretives you can poſſibly form for 
our defer riog to d evore. your ſetves in- 
yntly .co Wiſdbin' and* Religion; are 


* 


' tbbndedintwoSuppoſfirions,of whictithe 


war 5 — 
ER CaRmQrR_zt 


one isfalſe, and: rhe other abſurd; The 

| falſeotieis, thar Sin is a State of Pleaſure; 
| VertueofTroubleandUneaſineG;the con- 
| thary'of, which is, I think, ſufficiently 
demonſtrated through this whote Trea- 
ffe, and wat!!d you bur be previiled 
with: ro taſte the” Pleafures of 'a fincere 
Vertue; your 'Expetience woold ſoon 
confute this Faricy ; what madhefs ther 
Fit to be afraid of becoming happy'too 

| {50n? Ah! how differently are we af- 
| feed under the Maladites of ths Mind 
| ahdof the Body ! Did che Lameor Blind, 
| the Lepers,cheLunaticks orDemoniacks, 
| Ever Entreat our Lord to defer their 
: Cure, and 'pive rhem leave ro efijoy their 
Miſeties, Diſeaſes, and” Devils a' little 

| langer? The other Suppoſition'is abfurd, 
| ' which is, That you will repent frereaf- 
| ter.. ' Maſt you then Repenit hereafrer * 
| Muſt this be the Fruit of atf yoor (infult 
| Pleaftires; Guifſt and, Rethofft, ” Grief 
| and Feat, Diſtrefs and Agony of Sval 7 
| Db Revelation and Reafort, Neath and 
| Fudgitient; Yol! yout [her int retiret 
Bm Thoughts 
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Thoughts ;preach, you this one Leſſog: 


Repertance e and. yet can you {als to 
plunge. your. ſelves, in; that filthineſs 
which muſt be waſhed off with.Tears? 
can you reſolve to.inculge thoſecheating 
and deceitful Luſts which will one day 
fill your Soul. with ſhame and ſorrow, 
with diftraftion, horror and amazement? 
Ah Infatuation !: ah Bewirtchery !-that e- 
ver a rational Creiture ſhould. live in 
ſuch an open defiance and hoſtility a- 
gainft his Reaſon! and yer, if Repenrance, 
after many years, and innumerable ſins, 


would be more eafie? if your Sins would 
be more ealily conquered, or more caflly 


attoned ? this Frenſie would not want 


{c.melitcle_coloar; bur how contrary is 


this to Truth? which puts.me in mind of 
another ſort of Readers, to whom I am 
now to apply my ſelf, namely,,  _. 
. 24y, To:thole, who are advanced in 
years.  *Tis obſerved of Ceſar by. $weto- 
nivs, that lighting upon the Statue of A- 
lexander the Great in the Teingle of Her- 
cules-at Gager, and reflefting on. himſelf, 
that he hat] yer done nothing remarkable 
at; choſe years, wherein that (in Car. 
Nction of Gallantry) brave'ang Gallane 
Man had” over-run all the Eſt he did 
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ſweat and bluſh underthe keenreproach- 
es of his own-Mind, and pes: under 
the uneaſje Conſcience of bis Sloth, and 
preſently deſired to be diſmiſſed from his 
Queftorſhip, that, he might purſue Glo- 
ry. and Immortality, Fame. and Dominj- 
on. Had you but. one {park, I will not 
fay of the Zeal of a Chriſtian, butrof this 
generoſity of a Pagan, you would bluſh 
at the Soul, to think, that you have nor 
yet buckled on the. Armour of Light, ar 
an Age in which many others hays. been 
covered with Lawrels.; .that you have 
not yet ſtarted forth at thoſe .years, in 
which, ſome others have finiſhed, .th6 
nor their Race, yet all the difficulties of 
1t3, the miſerable account that you will 
oive of thirty, forty,; peradventure; of 
fifty, years/ I will.not ſay thar, you have 
lived.,to,no purpole;, but to the. worſt 
imaginablez ignorant, enllaved ro Luſt, 
opprefſed, by. Guilt ! all thar,,you have 
done.is, Vox have treaſured up nrath againfi 
the dayof wrath: For this to. be the. pro- 
duCt of ſomany years! Shameand. Con- 


fuſion! Bur: greater, infinitely greater to 
g0.9n thus... Sin may to ſcme. ſeem the 


Misfortune of Youth, but *%is: papel 
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Nature, and unhappy Educariott-bear/a 
ſhare of tlic Imputarion in Youth; but 
1 theſe years your own Obſtinacy' and 


Choice 'engroſs the whole Guilt. 


Young People are like weak Barks, 
which-in Boyſterous Seas arid - Winds 
carry too much Sail,and too little Bailaft; 
their Judgment is weak and unreſolved, 
and ther” Paſſions light and violentas 
Hurricanes; but riper years do,or-{hoald, 
bring on naturally wiſer and Ranchet 
thouglits, cooker, ſedater tempers3 afd 
therefore cerrainly' Sir in thefe- carries 
a deeper Guilt and ſhame in tt: The 
raw  unexperienced Sinner  pertſheth 
whilſt he bat taſtes and gazes; rlie' Vir- 


gin Soul coming into a ftrange World, 


' 15 deflotr*d whilſtic gratifies'its Curioſh 
ty 'and Fancy,like D/»:h when fhe' went 

orrh only to, ſes the Daughters of the 
L.and : 'Bur the fult-growa Sinner fins 
againft, not only the Preachers Tnſtru- 
&ion, but his own Experience too; he 
repeats thofe Sins which he has' often 
confeſſed to be his Folly and bis Shame; 
and returns like fooliſh Mariners, to 
thoſe treacherous Seas where they wete 
Shipwracked bur the other day: If this 
be 'noc to' outrage 'Confetence ,{ defie 


Reaſon, 
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Reaſon; a "dare; -God; .whar is ?- "No, 
gu too,'d6'Vtſolve- ro-repecir 


wire found in SD wh goes 'begitr to 
how alreary under Cohen ht'of- bids 
bores how ill does an gUpgs be- 
cotne this, decayi! ring ody'? 
But ſuppoſe the ring zof Time would 
ſtop, ths runoing now "down a head- 
long Precipice ; 2oſe your Sun would 
for 4 white ſtand ill, yet what a work 
have you to finifh!' 'what Guilr to ex- 
piate ! what, Sins to vanquiſht and whar 
a Day of dp ment to prepare forl' Arg 
cheſe flight Conſiderations? will your 

Sins, think you, be eaſily attoned ? when 


u"too 
frer: VOereafls r? how ill does this 


cheir number is ſwolPa,, not only by | 


Iength-of cime, bur alſo* by an tngon- 
frouled Licentiouſneſs? For- 2 Novice 
in Sin, is' aw'd by Vodefty, beld.in 
by Scruples, and diſcouraged by re- 
gret arid remorſe ;* but The ' Vereran 
Sinagr'is carried- away & Aki a F yorrepe -of 
debauchid AﬀeQions, and” repeats” His 
Follies with a relantIes” Cobh nc 
and an "Authority: that. brooks 'no 'Op- 

Sficion. Will it be an eafie'Task 'to 

fubduc thoſe Sjagaien i have SLY 
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ned | a. "long and undiltarbed Dociniony 
and exerciſed. an Abſolute Soveralgnty: 
oyer.,. you? Wha t, ſhall awaken that, 
Sioner, .who, likes 9400's. runkard bs: 

Prov.. 23, 35: Cle of of, tripes.and, 


Wc oufnds 7 and dy R, when "rouled out 


of the. Arms of his/Da/i/ah, his Locks, 
like. Sampſor's, . are cut of, the Spi- 
its retired, his, Strength impaired, and 
the. Force. of lis Enemy Augmented; 
apd with what, will he Conquer.” Is it, 
laſtly, 2 trivial thing to appear before 
the. Judgment, Seat. of God; that. you 
tals think 3 a Moment will ferve turn 
0, prepare, for it?, I will ſuppoſe the. 
Tab e of the whole World as merciful as, 
youcan deſice lim, if, you will ſuppoſe 
him. rgo, . with Reyereace. be jt, lpoke, 
tohave ſomuch Senſe as not to be impo- 
ſe} on, ſo much. Integrity as to expeNt 
SInceruy, . tho ſofols Perfeftions aad this 
alone will make that. Judement ;formi> 
dable, I very much: fear that boch, 
. Young and Ofd do entertain. roo. mild. 
and favourable. a Notion of thar Day, 
and {o elude and baile the. Force of thz 


moſt, powerfyl Motive to. Vertuz. and 
Pgligion the Goſpel! has; T ſhall not | 


there fore 
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Tere wander fir ffom the Pputpoſe 


of "this 'Paragraph,"it I cloſe this, Ex- 


hortation "20 bg /n 'r0;, live imme at:by, 
with a ſhort Refleftinn on that Day: 
"We - muſt, firft bid adieu, to chis 
World, -to ever / thing. in it that's 
dear'to us, and ye 'ter we can 80 
and appear before Godz what a per- 
feft 'Mortification ' of all our Senſual 
Appetites, 1s neceffary, &er we can 
cally "pire with all here below! whar 
aA long: xperience of Love *and Dur 


is ' neceffary | to” confirm; and © affure 
rhe. Shil-againſt all irs' Fears and Ap- 
prehenifighs. ' what 2 vigorous Fairh'ro 


carty us rhrough this" dark. Paſſage 


into atjother World ! 'when' we are 
gor there, what'a ſtrict Trial are we 


to _undergo't There” all Diftuifes will 
be rok 'off, and every thing appear 


1n jts iaked Nature There all our Su- 


perſiruQures' of Hay 'and Stubble will 


'be©burnt 'u jp pure foljd * Vertie 
- will bear' the "Teſt There darling” Vi- 
EL will not paſs under the" Diſgtile 
© of Sihsarid Infirmity*: There an'honet 


Rm and harmleſs Luxury,” wilt not 


be 
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thought Invocent | enough tÞ..en- 
os thavght, Heaven :; There ſome; few 
ed. fits will not paſs for godly Sor- 
row, nor ſome feeble an { Thort-ou 9 


ztempts for Repentance and a Ch 
MAE fied, om lucky al 
tution, will. not be Crowned as 
Works. of Grace, and Fruits of the Fork 
vine Life; There, in, a word tal will 
not paſs for AN Nor Cenlyrs ,of o- 
thers,, commute ; for ,Mortifi ation! 10 
our ſelves: Final ly, ag thing ſhal, be re- 
warded there bur a Choquering Fa uh, 
an AQtive aka? an bumble,;con 
.Zeah, :paticnt Fe: [evering Hopes,. (= ; 
tual Joyes, an Pious Fears. This. needs 
no Application ;  Begja, .begia to,.live 
-hefore you dye,, begin, to FePens and 
.reform ,befozxe you be gudged. - 


-Seft. A Third, way, of TE 
; Lafe ..is, ;- avg. and EÞt.q 
things ; that .are, injuzious,to, Py: 
/ are. Sloth, char, waſks, and imcetione 
thar embroils it; Calan $, Or; Rene - 
 ineſs in Religion. that, d Mpifirs A0c | 
ok Leviry and Inconſtancy that. © 
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order and confound it : And finally, all 
thoſe Evils that ſour and _imbitrer it. T 
am ſenſible that theſe Heads occur often, 
and rho it be under different Aſpects, 
yer 'tis poſſible that Imay ſometimes light 
upon the ſame Thoughts, nay, perad- 
venture the y ry. {lame words, 'ris againſt 
my. will if I do; bur I want fight to re- 
viſe-my. Papers, and am glad to disbur- 
den my Memory as faſt as I can, and 
cherefore charge it with nothing that I 
have orice entruſted to Writing ; and the 
roll of recollefting my Thoughts, ſcat- 
tered up and down like Sybil's Oracles 
in diſperſed Leaves, by a hand which 
*is impoſſible for me to. dire or ani- 
mate , is moſt intolerable ; if, therefore 
I ſlip into.any Error of this kind, which 
I ſhall very unwillingly, I cannot . bur 
preſume of Pardon, having fo juſt an Ex- 
cuſe, Bur I proceed, ef) 

_ Firſt, We mult avoid 1dleneſs. Sloth 
is. the Ruſt of Time ; Sleep is an Image 
of Dearh, and Sloth of Sleep; The Life 
of the Sluggilh is but a waking Dream, 


a Vacation from all Buſineſs and trus- 


Enjoyment too ; a Ceſſation and Stop, 
though .not of Time, which ſtill runs 


on, yet of the very Powers and Faculties 
R of 
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the midſt of his glittering Heaps : Sor- 


: ar I 


of the Soul, whereas Life conliſts in the 
Exerciſe of both : How remote theh 
mult Idleneſs be fron: improving or ex- 
alting Life? it never ploughs nor ſows, 
and therefore never reaps ; i,never plants 
nor fers, and therefore never | gathers 
any Fruit ; nothing 'great was ever per- 
formed by- ir, 'nothing. great'ever en- 
joyed: by it : © And' fhall * the "richeſt 
Fruit that ever grew '\upon any of the 


Trees of Paradiſe, Wiſdom, and Vertue, 


z. e. Knowledge' and Life be gathered 
by a ſluggiſh hand } No, tho no Angel 
or flaming Sword do ftop his way, yet 
are there Difftculties'in it, ' too man 

and too great for this heavy daſtardly 
Animal to conquer. Plato, as Tremem- 
ber, tells us lome where, that a God 
tied Pain and Pleaſure by che Tails toge- 


_ ther ;' there is-no coming ar the one by 


him who ſhuns the orher : So is the 
World contrived, that even Temporal 
and {ceming Goods 'cannor be obtained 


withour the travel of the Mind, and toil 


of the'Body ; and yer'what lean, ſtarved, 
and beggarly Blcflings are cheſe, com- 


-pared to rhole | treat of ! The rich Man 


may ſtarve' for want of rrue Pleaſure in 


low 
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row may fit heavy on the Heart of .the 
Conqueror ; or the Bride, even on the 
Days of ſolemn Triumph and Feſtival 
noiſe : The Prince may be a Slave, an 
Egyptian Sjave, even While he reigns 
with abſolute and uncontrouled Power : 
Bur Life and Pleaſure, Content and Hap- 
pineſs, are the inſeparable Companions 


of Wiſdom and Vertue : Let no Man 


therefore flatter himſelf with che Hepes 
of ſuch a Treaſure, who lives idiely and 
2t his caſe ; he muſt pray, medicare, 
watch, and exerciſe himlelf in Induſtry, 
Sobriety, and Purity, who wiil over- 
come the Corruprions of his Nature, and 
obtain the Tranquillity and Liberty of a 
true Chriſtian, Nor let this frighica any 
Man, for thoſe Duties which are a littic 


troubleiome in the beginning, do foan; 


row eaſic and delightful roo. In this 
Foſs muſt we underſtand that of the 
Author of Fceleftaſticus, Chap. 4. 17, 18. 
though rendered a little harſhly : For at 
the fir(t ſhe (that is, Wiſdom } nil walk 
with him Ly crooked ways, and tring fear 


and aread #pon him, and torment him With 
her Diſcipline until (he may truſt his Sul, 


and try him by her Laws, Then will jhz 
ret-rn the firaight way unto him, ans come 
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fort him, and ſhew- him her ſecrets. 

" Secondly; Impertinence, or being bu- 
fied and imployed in Trifles, is indeed 
as different from Sloth as Motion from 


Reſt ; but yer ſuch a wretched Conſum- 


ption of Time cannot deſerve the Name 
of Life ; for this is not ACtivity of Soul, 
but a. poor and mean debaſing' of it : 

Fancy, and that a filly and extravagant 
one, may be ſaid to live, but Reaſon can- 
not. ThatIdleneſs,which conſiſts in hea- 
vy Paſlive Dulneſs,is like a ſtate of Slee 

without Dream or Fancy ; that which 
conſiſts in- a fluttering and impertinent 
Activity, is nothing elſe bur a giddy 


| Ferment of the Spirits, and Agitation of 


rhe Fancy, the incoherent disjoynted 
Thoughts, the confuſed and fruitlets Pro- 
jeds and Attempts of a Dreath, and we 
may almoſt as properly ſay of him that 
Dreams, that he Eats and Drinks, Fights 
or Trav els, or whatever he Fancies him- 
{elf to. do, as we can of this ſort of Slug- 
card, that he lives. ?Tis true , could 
a Man be for cver Impertinent, this ſort 
of Idlenets would ſeem to ſome Men to 
havk no great Evil in it; but how could 
ſuch a Mind bear the ſhock of Humane 
Misfortuncs'? How could ſuch a Soul 
diſcharge 
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Ser? how could ir entertain it {elf 
with ObjeQs agreeable to a rational Na- 
ture? And if it could do none of theſe 
rhings, 'tis impoſſible ro congeive how 
it could be other rhan miſerable ; for 
tho we could ſuppeſe ſuch a Creature 
ro be ſo meer: a Trifle as never to be 
nearly concerned in any Changes of For- 
rune, nor ever called upon by that Com- 
munity he belongs to, that is, 1 ſhould 
almoſt ſay, never- to be regarded or 
minded, either by God or Man; yet 
ſtill ſuch a one did no way live upto the 
Excellence of his Nature; his Buſineſs 
and Enjoyment were not Manly and Ra- 
tional, and his Childiſh Life were there- 
fore only pretty and pleaſing to him, be- 
cauſe he had a childith and ſilly Soul. 
Nor is the Grave much better than 
the Gay Impertinent ; or the Man of By- 
ſineſs, if he neglect the main, the one 
thing neceſſary, to be, preferred before 
the Man of Mode : Seataality, tis true, 
ſoftens, and Drudgery hardens the 
Mind, bur both alike incoxicare it, both 
wed it to this, and alienate it from the 
other World: It imports very little to 
what Idol one do Sacrifice, whether wry 
4 FLY taroth, 
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fice not to the true God. In vain do 
they pretend to any other Art, who are 
ignorant of the Art of Living, to. plod 
or drudgf, intrigue or trade, canvas 
and court,” *tis all but ſolemn Imperti- 
nence, if Vertue and Religion be negic- 
Cted : Ah! what Phantoms, and Clouds, 
and Dreams do Men purſue and hunt af- 
ter, inſlead of Life and Peace, of Reit 
and Plcafure! ' © | 
Thirdly, Remilsneſs or Lukewarmnel; 
in Reigion, a ſort of Neutrality berween 


Vice and Verrue is the ngxt thing to be 


avoided : We can never truly Live, un- 
leſs we be intifely Uniform, unleſs we bg 
wholly given up, and without reſerve, 


to the. Conduct of Reaſon. Fherc is 


little Pleafure in Religion, if there be no 
ardour ahg' fervency in it : 'Tis Love 
makes the Dury <cafie, and the Proſpect 
delightful. If there be ng Strength in 


Faith, no Life in Devotion, no Spirit in 


Dury, no'Defire in Hope, this is Reli- 
gion Without a Soul, *tis the Carkas of 
an ananimated Vertue ; what Peace? 
what Aiſurance 2 what Joy > what Tran- 
ſport can ever be the Portion of ſuck a 
(hiiſtians” | | 

as Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, Levity and Inconſtancy, is 


the laſt thing I wi.l, now mention, ,and 
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For this docs not only incerrupt rhe 
Courſe, of Life, or like Sleep or. Slbth, 
make a vaſt Chaſm or Gap an, it;. but 
puts us more back than we had advanced 
forward : an unhappy guſt of Wind thar 
throws us off ro Sea again, when we 
were almoſt come to Shore; if we will 
reap the Fruir of Victory, we mult pur- 
(ue it ; if we will find reſt, we mult be 


| ſtedfaſt and unmoveable ; if we will en- 


joy Vertue, we muſt unite and incorpo- 
rate it with us ; "tis impoſſible that the 
unconſtanr, unſtable Proſelyre of Vertue 
ſhould either have a pleaſant Life, or a 
comfortable Death ; for if he build to 
day what he pulled:down yeſterday, if 
he practiſe one hour whar he condemns 
another, *ris impoſſible he ſhould pleaſe 
himſelf, much leſs his God. 

To ſhun the Evils, and make the moſt 
of the Goods of Life, is none of the leaſt 


important Rules conducing to Happinels, - 


and might properly enough be inliſted 
on here. Bur 1 begin to rice 3 and ſince 
this may betrer be reduced under the 


Heads of 1ndolence and Fruition, 1 will 


defer 
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